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Neighbor to Neighbor 

What makes a neighbor-
hood? ls it the geograph-
ic boundaries such as a 
river or a freeway or a 
major boulevard? Or is 
it a feeling of the folks 
who live there and their 
interaction for a com-
man good? Actually, it is 
both; one confining it to 
the spot and the other 
connecting the people 
together. Without the 
second half, you just 
have a place or an area. 

What can you do to 
be part of your neighbor-
hood? To start, you 
should get to know your 
neighbors around you. 
It always amazes me that 
many people in Los An-
geles don't know their 
immediate neighbors 
even to nod to. As you 
get to know your neigh-
bars, you will naturally 
look out for them and 
their property. I don't 
mean being in and out 
of each others' houses all 
the time or being nosey, 
but looking out for each 
other. On Hollyvista 
Avenue, we have a pro-
gressive evening of food 
and drinks at a number 
of homes on a winter 
holidays evening. That 
gets us talking to each 
other and finding com-
man interests while not 
putting the burden of an 
entire large party on one 

household. In the sum-
mer, perhaps a pot luck 
barbeque would be a 
good casual idea. Several 
of us also share recycling 
and other Department of 
Sanitation bins to lessen 
the need for city trucks 
to stop every fifty feet in 
our hilly part of the 
'hood. 

Even businesses add 
to the value of the neigh-
borhood beyond their 
actual product. T any 
Fanara of Palermo's 
Ristorante Italiano, vol-
unteers food and help 
on many of the FHRA 
projects and Joseph Tan-
nous, a building contrac-
tor on Hyperion has vid-
eotaped for police, sever-
al people putting graffiti 
in the neighborhood. 
Koko Bakchajian, of Hi-
Tech Automotive on 
Fountain has painted a 
large wall across from his 
business and landscaped 
that area just to make 
the neighborhood look 
nicer. As for individuals, 
Vivian Shea, our 
"Cookie Lady" has for 
years, made delightful 
treats for our annual 
meeting (which is com-
ing up this month on 
Saturday, June 23 at Pro-
spect Studios.) Carol 
Skinner put in many 
years and countless 
nights editing and pub-
lishing the Franklin 
Hills OveIView, a job 
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presently done master-
fully by Eric Frase. Da-
vid Farmer put together 
the Marshall Area 
Neighborhood Watch. 
And the list goes on and 
on (but I won't.). 

Yau can also volun-
teer to help out on 
neighborhood projects 
that give you a feeling of 
"Skin in the Game" ra-
ther than just owning a 
piece of real estate. 
That can be as simple as 
writing a short article 
for the OveIViewor 
spending an hour deliv-
ering it to helping put 
up the holiday lights on 
the Shakespeare Bridge 
in December or as in-
valved as becoming a 
member of the board of 
the Franklin Hills Resi-
dents Association to 
help guide the Associa-
tion in the future. Start 
(with the help of our 
senior lead officers) a 
Neighborhood Watch 
Program on your block. 
Spend a couple of hours 
cleaning up the median 
near the Shakespeare 
Bridge or some of our 
public stairways that 
weave our community 
together. Whatever the 
amount of time you 
have to give, there is 
probably something that 
you can do to add to 
this great neighbor-

hood. • 
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Membership Up .. Deficit Down 

FHRA Treasurer's Report/ Bruce Carroll, Treasurer 

The FHRA ended 2011 with just $17.29 less than we had at the start of the year. That's a $1,910 improve
ment from our 2010 net deficit. Don't we wish Washington and Sacramento could have such results? We 
also improved our membership numbers with 262 paid members vs. 244 in 2010, a 5.7% increase. Our big
gest revenue source, Oveiviewadvertising, at $7,265 also increased, by 8.20%. Please keep patronizing the 
local businesses whose ads provide this key support for the Franklin Hills community. And the 2011 sales 
of FHRA t-shirts and historic photos were up 360% year-to-year. Look through this issue of the Overview or 
at FranklinHills.org for info on how you can get yours. 

Alas, not everything was posting good numbers last year. Our gross 2011 revenue of $15,4 7 4 was down just 
over $3000 from 2010, but most of that extra amount was in a special large city donation to help with fund
ing improvements at Marshall High. Donations from FHRA members in addition to their yearly dues came 
out exactly the same at $1,280 each year. A big THANKS to those of you who go beyond the basic dues. 
You can also make specific contributions for various FHRA projects like the Franklin Ave. Median. This 
year we need to replace the irrigation system so we'll need extra donations more than the $200 we received 
in 2011...a 33% drop from 2010. And likely just like your bank account, we saw our interest income de
cline again in 2011 by about 30% to $57.29. (Continued on next page) 
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(Treasurer-continued from page 3) 

Just as the Ovezviewproduces our biggest chunk of 
income it is also our biggest expense at $8,934. Each 
issue, now that it is in color, costs about $835 more 
than ad revenue. The second biggest area of spending 
is nearly $5,000 on the community. FHRA spent over 
$2,200 on the Myra Ave. mural IV which was com
pleted in May 2011. We spent over $1, 7 80 on main
taining the Franklin Ave. Median and the Shake
speare Garden below the bridge. Nearly $300 went to 
graffiti removal supplies, much of it handed out to 
members at our annual meeting. We donated $150 to 
the Hillside Federation, and the Norman Harriton 
Community Garden spent a little over half of $1,050 
in dues paid by the garden's 21 garden plot holders. 

The rest of our expenses, about $1,580 went toward 
administrative costs. The biggest chunks: insurance 
$971; membership mailing and annual meeting $350; 
Internet, Voicemail, PO Box $180. 

We hope all Franklin Hills residents will help to sup
port our community efforts, but so far this year our 
membership figures have been running below 2011 
so now would be a great time to make your contribu
tion. Current members can use the return addressed 
envelope in the FHRA letter you should have re
ceived. If you're not already a member use the con
venient membership form printed in this Overview or 
come to the annual meeting and join us there. Indi-

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE 
24 Hour emergency service· Auto lock specialists· 

Locks installed 
Combinations changed • Master Keying 

Residential· Commercial 

AFTER 45 YEARS AT THE SAME LOCATION 
WE HAVE MOVED AROUND THE CORNER TO 

4647 Russell Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue 

(3231 663-8351 

vidual membership is $15; $30 for a household 
and of course extra contributions are always wel
come and tax deductible since FHRA is recognized 
by the IRS as a 50l(c)(3) charity. And now for 
those who just can't tear themselves away from 
their computers, our FranklinHills.org website can 
now take your credit card donations via PayPal. 
Thank you for your continued support for FHRA 
and the businesses whose ads make the Ovezview 

possible. • 

Los Feliz Library 

'Io I 'I Used Book Sale Da•es 

June 23 

July 28 

Aug 25 

Sept 22 

Oct 27 

Nov 24 

Dec 22 

To have books picked up, 

call Angela Stewart 

at 323/665-7840 

or Brenda Kilbourne at 323/665-3925 

Lyric Preschool 
2328 Hyperion Ave • 323. 667.2275 

www .lyricpreschool.com 

• nurturing environment 

• creative play 

• home-style lunches 

• seNing silverlake 
& los feliz since 1965 
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It's Annual Meeting Time! 
All Franklin Hills residents are invited to the 241

h annual meeting of the FHRA on Saturday, June 23 , 2012, from 
1 lam to 1 pm. We are going back to one of our most popular meeting locations, The Prospect Studios. Due to studio 
security you'll need to RSVP so your name(s) will be on the list at the gate. You can RSVP by calling 323-908-6078. 
Once you enter the studio lot from the main gate at 4151 Prospect Ave. you'll be directed to parking and the meeting 
location in Rehearsal Hall 1. There will be arrangements for those who need disabled parking. 

The main theme of this years meeting is a look back in time as our largest neighbor, the studio, prepares to cele
brate its centennial. We'll have movie clips from old Vitagraph stars, Spectacular scenes from Warner Bros. 1928 fea
ture "Noah's Ark" and hear from long time Franklin Hills resident Brady Rubin who starred in educational films dec
ades before kids learned everything from YouTube. Also on the marquee will be LAPD Capt. William Murphy, who 
heads up the Northeast division, along with other city officials to answer your questions about topics of concern in 
our area. The "official" business of the meeting will be to elect members to the FHRA Board of Directors and to vote 
on a proposed major revision to the FHRA bylaws. We'll also have at least two of the three "R's" Refreshments and 
Raffles. Check-ins for FHRA members old and new begin at 10:30am. Then, check out the FHRA collection of his
toric area photos and FHRA t-shirts on sale. Join your neighbors in celebrating and helping your neighborhood, and 
please remember to RSVP. • 

Celebrating 
Our 

52nd Year! 
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An Odd-0-Mobile 
Text and photo by David Farmer 

••••••••••••• 
Maybe you've walked or driven 

along Tracy Street recently and seen 
a slightly odd automobile parked at 
the curb. It's an ordinary white, com
pact car, but with an unusual struc
ture on its roof. This resembles a 
small snowmobile covered by a form
fitting canvas tarp. 

But it's actually a mast that stands about 10 feet high when raised to use its LIDAR-which is like ra
dar but employs light instead of sound waves to determine location- and camera capabilities. It's a Bing pho
to car, driven by Philip Triantafyllou, 37, a resident of Tracy Street. 

Philip is one of 25 people engaged in mapping almost every roadway and highway in America from 
street level for Bing, a Microsoft internet search engine. Maybe you've seen this kind of picture provided by 
Bing and Google. Philip has been on the project since January 2011, though he moved to our neighborhood 
only recently. He previously worked in the Brooklyn, Miami, Dallas, and San Francisco Bay areas. He now 
concentrates on Southern California, one of three people doing so. 

Philip trained in Philadelphia before starting the job, which entails hours of driving along precisely se
lected routes. Each route can last from a few days to a few weeks. Instructions from Bing come by email. 
Philip programs them into the car's computer, which resembles the kind you see in police autos. A satellite 
receiver keeps the car on track, something like a GPS device. The LIDAR instrument on the mast picks up 
over one million data points per second, producing 30 images. Meanwhile, twelve cameras scan the surround
ings to add accurate color to the images. As Philip drives, the pictures are stored on the hard drive in his car, 
to be transmitted later to Bing for final processing and distribution. 

He says it's an assignment that gives him lots of time to talk on his cell phone or listen to music. 

When not on the road, Philip works on improving his skills on the guitar. • 

Choose your discount 

$5 off $20 order 
Dry cleaning mcormng order only 

$1 off eac0~ ,[~~'!:1~.~~'de'•nlr 

DJlil[] f4l ~;~!;;4 uses 

l±..J L:!.J Octll , 2012 

I 

I 

: Los Feliz Cleaners 
Mon. - Fri. 7am - 7pm 

Saturday Barn - 6pm 
Sunday Closed 

I 1922 Hillhurst Ave. LA 90027 

Jose de Jesus Sanchez 
Gardening Services 
Free Estimates 

818- 834- 0273 

Sprinklers. New Lawns 
Tree Trimming. Clean-up 

Clean Gutters 

Free pick up and delivery · just give us a call! I 323-665-0737 Franklin Hills References Available 
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Scarce Parking! 

Hope to save a parking spot using 

your city- issued trash containers? 

Please don 'ti City rules require that 

trash bins be removed from the street 

after trash collection in a timely 

manner. Please store the containers 

any place but on the street by 8pm on 

collection day. Your neighbors will 

thank you for your courtesy! 
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Griffith Park's New Projects and New BIG Cat / by George Grace 

-----------------
As usual, big things are planned for Griffith Park, and even more exciting is the recently confirmed discovery of a mountain lion 

on the east side ofCahuenga Pass/1 01 Freeway. There are also several major projects currently on the books or already in progress 
in the park. 

Since 2007, the FHRA-supported "Griffith Park Natural History Survey" (GPNHS) and other organizations have sponsored efforts 
to document the flora and fauna of Griffith Park. GPNHS is presently collaborating with U.S. Geological Survey and others to study 
how large mammals may be moving in and out of the park across Cahuenga Pass. The study is led by GPNHS' scientific advisor 
Dan Cooper and other wildlife ecologists . 

Since last July, the thirteen cameras deployed on both sides of Cahuenga Pass have recorded bobcats, coyotes, mule deer, rac
coons, skunks, and various urban species. In late February, Cooper and fellow ecologist Miguel Ordenana got a big surprise when 
images of a mountain lion were recorded on the east side of Cahuenga Pass. Although there have been many "sightings" of mountain 
lions in Griffith Park, these are the first known images documenting mountain lion activity east ofCahuenga Pass. They reported the 
discovery to a number of wildlife scientists and organizations. On March 28th, National Park Service biologist I mountain lion ex
pert,Seth Riley, and a team from the Santa Monica Mountain Recreation Area (SMMRA) trapped the three year old male puma in the 
Griffith Park area, collared, took DNA samples, and released him at the capture site. Puma-22 (as he was named) now joins five other 
mountain lions in the region in a decade long study to understand how mountain lions exist in our fragmented urban landscape, and 
how best to conserve them. 

Puma-22 is being closely monitored, and because Griffith Park is only a fraction of a puma's normal range, has probably left the 
area already. You can see slide shows of wildlife photos taken by the study cameras at the GPNHS website. You'll need to scro II 
down to the bottom of the page to view them. The puma photos are not in any of the slide shows, but he is in the accompanying pho-
tos. http://www.friendsofgriffithpark.org/GPNHS/GriffithMam.htm Continued on next page 

•Independently Owned and Operated 

• Fast, Friendly Service 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Prescription Compounding 

H OURS: 
MON . - F R I. 9:00-6:30 . SAT. 9:00- :cro 

323.661.8366 
2716 GRIFFITH PARK BLVD. I LOS ANGELES CA 90027 
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In other Griffith Park news, Councilman Tom LaBonge recently sponsored an open-top bus tour to "take a look at a number of 
sites around Griffith Park to discuss their status and future." About 40 city representatives and park stakeholders, including represent
atives of neighborhood organizations like FHRA, Symphony in the Glen, the Shakespeare Players, and park advocacy groups, board
ed the bus, and proceeded to the first stop, a picnic area adjacent to the Pote Field baseball diamond on Crystal Springs Drive. Tom 
envisions new baseball fields here to replace those lost to the I-5 expansion. An admirable cause and the only real controversy about 
the ball fields is where to put them. There is no doubt that as funds become available they will be built. 

As we started towards our second stop - the Old Zoo area - the bus broke down and our tour abruptly ended. After a little scram
bling, enough vehicles were rounded up, and we drove to the Old Zoo area. Here, the tour actually ended, but not before we heard 
from Tom, his deputies, and members of City Departments involved in all the new Park projects included on the tour: There were no 
real objections to any of them, and stakeholders' questions were appropriately addressed. Projects include: 

I. A permanent band shell in the Old zoo area for public use. Symphony in the Glen and the Independent Shakespeare players ' per
formances will be there. 

2. North Atwater Equestrian Bridge. Financed by private donations, this connection to the stables in Atwater has long been a dream 
of local equestrians. 

3. Restoration ofFemdell Canyon. Friends of Griffith Park has secured grants, and is making plans for a complete restoration of this 
historic, popular area . 

4. Toyon Land Fill. Restoration of Toyon as a passive open meadow recreation area is well underway. Good for wildlife, and the 
public. 

5. Headworks restoration. This 40 acre area will hold huge underground water reservoirs to replace the Silver Lake and Ivanhoe Res
ervoirs. The U.S . Army Corps of Engineers will finance and restore the above-ground area. Plans are being made now, and the Corps 
of Engineers will sponsor community outreach meetings in the next few months. 

These important issues are not the only ones involving Griffith Park. New things are constantly happening. You can stay updated by 

visiting the Friends of Griffith Park website at: http://www.friendsofgriffithpark.org • 

\itied tenants FA~~\ 
0 . sne'll tind you qua I< - trorn advert1s1ng 

0 Q • sne'I\ do all t~e ;or 
~ 0 I se signing. d' U to ea . hi reterre · 

O 0 • She cornes h19 Y e and rnoney\ 
0 •She'll save you t1rn 
oQ •She is affordable\ tne unit has 
0 frne tee once 0 0 • pay a one ' 

Oo been rented\ 

) 

~DRft;DlN 
RESTAURANT 
American Continental Cuisine 

"Home of Certified Angus Beef' 

Dinner Nightly 
4:30pm-llpm 

Happy Hour Nightly 
4:30pm-7pm 

Marty & Elayne 

at the 1'4ifi. . piano 
bar 

Having a birthday? Your dinner 
will be complimentary, up to $20. the 

month of your birthday, with your 
party of 4 or more. 

Telephone reservations required -
Mention this ad. 

1760 N. Vermont Avenue 

323 .. 665 .. 4294 
Valet Parking in Rear 
www.thedresden.com 

Zagat Rated 
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The Critter Report 
Coyote Tracks/ George Grace 

.~ .. 
·~~~- -~ 
'-.· ~-

ln 2003, l set up an internet survey to record and report on local coyote encounters. I recently updated the sightings report. 
You can read the 350 plus postings and record your own coyote experience athttp://www.gmrnet.com/Coyotea.html. (The "C" 
in Coyotea has to be in caps to access the page.) 

Of the 41 coyote reports filed in the last 11 months, 16 are from Griffith Park, and 25 from streets and yards around Frank
lin Hills, including (but not limited to) Hollyvista, Clayton, Monon, Russell, Tracy, Mayview, Prospect, Sunset Drive, and Ronda 
Vista. Many of the 25 sightings were the same coyote(s), and probably represent a local population of five or six individuals. 

Here are excerpts from comments in the past year: 

Clayton and Talmadge 7PM. I walked outside my house to see one lone coyote; very skinny and hun
gry looking .... ! shooed him from the neighbors yard, and he took off towards the hills. l see coyotes 
very often in this area. 

Russell Ave 7:45PM. Finishing some yard work when I heard some rustling behind a block wall. I 
picked up my cats and brought them inside the house .... suddenly I heard a loud thump behind me 
and turned around to see a coyote looking dead at me. He was standing on top of the neighbor's flat garage, his eyes lit like fire 
against the remnants of skylight beh ind us. l have seen them on the hills at the end of the street by the French School. 

Corner of Franklin and Hollyvista 8: lOAM. Driving downhill on Franklin ... At Hollyvista a young coyote came around the corner 
heading uphill. Looks like the same coyote I encountered a couple of months ago in front of my house. As l opened the garage 
door I saw the coyote trotting downhill. l shook my keys and raised my voice. He stopped and stared, then moved into my neigh
bor's bushes. As I drove off, he came back on the street and trotted uphill. 

You can read all reports at the Coyote Sighting website mentioned above. 

Coyotes were here before us, and are here to stay. It may sound like a contradiction, but the best way to live peacefully with them 
is to teach them to fear and avoid us. Coyotes habituated to humans are the ones that get in trouble. So if you meet a coyote, 
puff yourself up, yell, blow a loud whistle, or even throw something at them. You'll be doing yourself and Wily Coyote a favor. 

Loud whistles are a good deterrent, and we'll be giving them away at our annual meeting at Prospect Studios June 23. • 

Go to Furry Friends of Franklin Hills on Facebook 

Now reuniting 2-legged and 4-legged friends 

in our neighborhood! 
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Local dog owners/walkers: 

PLEASE respect your neighborhood 

and your neighbors! 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

THE 
FRANKLIN 

HILLS 
BEFORE YOU 

By Bruce Carroll 

For thousands of years before you set foot on 
your Franklin Hills property the Gabrieleno Indians 
called it home. Then around 1769 a bunch of 
strangers with names like Gaspar de Portola and 
Junipero Serra passed through the area carrying 
guns and crosses. A dozen years later one of those 
strangers, Corporal Jose Vicente Feliz, led a band 
of settlers to found El Pueblo de la Reina de Los 
Angeles. He apparently got the job because he was 
the only one who could read and write. He went on 
to serve as the new city's military commissioner, 
sort of mayor, police chief and judge and was re
warded with the land you now call home. 

For his service he got a 6,647 acre rancho which 
included the Los Angeles River and began barely a 
mile from the heart of the small pueblo that he just 
founded. It's the smallest of the earlier Spanish land 
grants, but perhaps its key location proves that even 
in the l 81

h century real estate was all about location, 
location, location. 

After Feliz's death the rancho passed to his chil
dren and their children who eventually passed the 
land on to family lawyer Antonio F. Coronel in 
1863. Coronel was LA mayor in 1843 and then 
served as a captain in the Mexican army battling 
the first wave of illegal aliens into California, those 
pushy intruders from the United States. Not de
terred by the 1848 defeat in the Mexican-American 
war Coronel went on to serve again as mayor of LA 
in the 1850s and Treasurer of California, becoming 
one of the richest Californios. He sold the rancho to 
James Lick the richest man in California. Lick, a 

piano maker, had arrived in San Francisco a few days 
before the discovery of gold, but made his fortune 
investing in the land instead of sifting it for nuggets. 
While most of his holdings were near San Francisco 
he did own all of Catalina Island in addition to the 
Franklin Hills when he died in 1876. 

In 1882 self appointed "Colonel" Griffith Jenkins 
Griffith acquired about two-thirds of the original ran
cho from Lick's estate and years before Griffith do
nated most of his holdings as a park, he sold the City 
of LA water rights to the LA river, which the city had 
used for free before he demanded payment. Lick's 
remaining land, the Lick Tract, was sold off to devel
opers. One of those parcels, now The Prospect Studi
os, was purchased around 1912-15 by Vitagraph stu
dio founder Albert Smith for $20,000 - about $850 an 
acre. It replaced Vitagraph's Santa Monica studio be
cause it had lots more sunshine and our hills could 
star as the then not so old wild west. 

The former KCET studio on Sunset sprang up in 
1912 and the Triangle Studio at Fountain and Bates 
followed soon after. Director D.W. Griffith built his 
huge version of Babylon for the film "Intolerance" 
where the Vista Theatre now stands. All those studi
os needed places for the workers to live, so develop
ers like Frank Smith started eyeing the nearby hills. 
Continued on page 14 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

Clockwise, from above left: 

Two of the richest men in l 91
h cen

tury California owned this neighbor
hood. James Lick, left, bought the 
property from Antonio F. Coronel, 
right, shown with his wife Mariana 
Williamson. 

Construction of the Franklin A venue 
(aka Shakespeare) Bridge in mid-
1920s (Cost-$59,960). 

Director Robert Monroe (center 
with knickers) poses with his cast 
and crew in front of the Vitagraph 
Studio gate. 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

Franklin Hills O Continued From Page 12 

In 1917 he filed plans that laid out the lots and streets in the southern portion of the Franklin Hills. He 
wanted to name the streets after his children, but the city nixed that idea in favor of names like 
DeLongpre, Femwood, and Sunset Drive. 

Back then most of the streets in the area were just on paper, or graded, but unpaved. The big changes 
were just around the comer. The city was expanding rapidly and in the Franklin Hills the 1920s was a 
defining decade. The Shakespeare bridge was built between 1924 and 1926 for less than $60,000 at the 
same time as the roads we know and the water lines and sewers that run under them. Because back then 
the ratio of cars to people was much lower, hillside lots with their great views posed great transportation 
challenges. To create shortcuts between homes and the Pacific Electric "Red Car" trolleys on Sunset and 
Hollywood boulevards our extensive network of public stairs was constructed. Lots of houses followed, 
but construction went downhill in the great depression, and again during World War II. Then flourished 
in the post war boom years until nearly all the lots were fi lled. • 

II 

rM C,ensus /ifne Mt\-ch.ine by Bruce Carroll 

Early this spring the Census Bureau put online the census takers handwritten data from the 1940 census. It will be 
a while before it's all digitized so one can search by name, but if you are of a certain age, and know where you lived 
in the spring of 1940 you may be able to find your name. Even if you weren't around yet, perhaps your house was. 

Most of the Franklin Hills was in census Enumeration District 1952 A&B. While my house at Franklin and 
Mayview wasn't around until a decade later, the house across the street at 2155 Mayview did turn up as a surprising 
listing. Back in the early 1970s I often chatted with its then owner, nonagenarian Rexie Bennett, a retired LA High 
School teacher who told me she and her sister had built the house in 1939. But the census listing has Roy Sumner, 
his wife Ada and their 23 year old daughter Kathryn as the only residents. 

There is detailed info about them all. Roy and Ada had 4 years of high school the daughter had 2 years of college, 
but did not attend any school in 1940. In 1935 they all lived in San Diego and while Ada was from Kansas, father 
and daughter were native Californians and both worked 40 hours during the last week of March 1940. Roy was fore
man for an oil company and Kathryn was an artist/cartoonist. She made $1,400 in 1939, while her dad earned 
$2,400, each worked 52 weeks and no one in the house received more than $50 in income from other than wages. 

In all there were over 30 questions including the value of the home. Summers said 2155 Mayview was worth 
$7,500 the highest on the page. (I bought it and the empty lot next door for $70,000 in 1976 and sold the house in 
1980 for $170,000) Renters were asked how much rent they paid. 3834 Franklin was a bargain at only $15 per 
month, 3804's tenant paid $65 each month. Only about 10% of the houses appeared to have been rentals. 

Unfortunately it's hard to find just which page your house may be on because census takers had to go back to 
houses where no one was homes so the order is often seemingly random. The www.FranklinHills.org website has a 
list showing which streets are mentioned on which pages to help you start the search. • 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

Although the census takers had good penmanship 
you'll need good eyes and a good magnifier to navi

gate the finely packed data. 

I ' 
y , ,.. ., 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

AVEI-UES ~ 
EOVLEV AilI>S 

LOS ANGELES 
TO ,..,_, 

GRIFFITH &ELYSIAN 
PA~KS 

OVERVIEW #43-SPRING/SUMMER 2012 

A II~ 
ht:JM 7"'& Mwy 
n1 Glen<lole. 

W/l!Jovl Oi'r..W 
" /*11/ywrxxY 



PAGE17 

Franklin Hills I A Look Back 

Digitally roproducl!d by the University of Southern California (Digital Archive), Cl 1999 Automobtte Club of Southern California 

Clockwise from far left: 

-Franklin Avenue Bridge, looking east. 

-Auto Club touring map. 

-Looking northwest up Glendale Blvd 
with Fletcher Drive cross street in fore
ground. 

-Looking east at Hyperion Avenue with 
Waverly Drive overpass. 
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Franklin Hills I A Look Back 
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EXCEPT MON. 
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CHILDREN 
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Franklin Avenue Median 

by Armida Bolton 

The Franklin Avenue median, a community improvement and beautification project of FHRA 
since 1995, has undergone a spring cleaning and will soon be getting a "plant-lift." 

FHRA volunteers, together with regular gardeners Benjamin and Guadalupe Mercado, spent 
several hours on two warm weekends - March 10 and April 22 - pruning branches, pulling weeds, 
scooping up brush, and gathering enough debris to fill more than 50 giant trash bags. Thanks to 
the Department of Street Services who took them all away. 

Plans for the rest of this year include installation of a new irrigation system, placement of 
boulders in keeping with architect Riccardo Accorsi's original plan, plus new plantings of 
California native shrubs and succulents to provide the median with fresh vegetation. 

Regular weekend clean up days will be scheduled for the remainder of the year, but 
volunteers are needed. Contact Armida Bolton at the annual meeting-June 23 at Prospect Studios 
- or phone her at (323) 661-5495. • 

Celebrity Location! 6+4 '12 (Circa 1930) 

Custom Details throughout + Rec. Studio 

5-Car Parking Lease-Option! 

Life at the Top! 

Spectacular City to Ocean Views! 

Los Feliz Hill s 2-Story 6+4 Fam Rm 

24 / 7 Armed Patrol - Coming Soonl 

FEATURED INVESTMENT 
Offering 3 Units in !he love ly Atwater 
Village Community. Ideal for Owner

User! Separate 2 Bedroom Owner's 

Unit, plus an additional 2 Bedroom 

rental uni!, plus a separate Single 

,,_1' """" Unit! 

Scheduled yearly gross income of 

approximately $36,360 per year. 

Buy at today's prices lo enjoy in the 

years ahead. Don '! miss thi s Excellent 

Dear Neighbors: 

Please cal l us for any of your Real Escate 
needs! We offer Experc Sales and 
Professional Property Managemenc 
Services, always ac reasonalbe races! 

With over 35 years of Service, 
we do che job Right! 

... «' 
' •f '" ' i . 

~ 

Tom L:.&Bongc & Bruce Jay Eric G:i.rccui & Bruce Jay 

We would like co thank Councilman Tom 
La Bonge and Counci lman Eric Garcetci 
for cheir hard work and dedication in 
governing our Districts. They rruly have 
our communicy ac hearc. And we are 
forever gra teful for the High Honor chey 
have awarded Bruce Jay Associaces. 

1bank you Tom and Eric! 
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Street Stench Turns to Rose Scents / by Shirley & Charley Mims 

Thanks to Mary Rodriguez of Tom LaBonge's office, the stench of rotting debris and the threat of mosquito infesta
tion at the end of Monon Street underneath the Shakespeare Bridge have been virtually eliminated since the installa
tion of concrete gutters by the Bureau of Street Services. The gutters were newly installed in November 2011 and have 
substantially decreased the amount of standing water and rotting vegetation that used to regularly occur in the eroded 
asphalt. FHRA requested the improvement and we are grateful that the work has since been completed. 

For years the concrete gutters adjacent to the curbs ended short of the turn- around at the end of Monon. Nuisance 
water ran across the asphalt pavement into the catch basin at the end of the street. Over time the aspha lt wore away 
and created ruts where pools of water with decaying vegetation stood in the hot sun. When we were cutting back the 
overgrowth one fall day, we complained to Brigid LaBonge and Mary Rodriguez about the stench caused by this condi
tion. The next business day Mary asked the Bureau of Street Services to fix this problem. They saw cut the pavement, 
removed the asphalt and replaced it with concrete gutters that are not worn away by water. This resulted in a dry and 
clean street turn around, that no longer competes with the roses for olfactory sensations! 

The bridge's arches frame the garden which was dedicated in 2003. A bed of iceberg roses is outlined by ivy, plum
bago and bougainvillea. Rosemary and nasturtium lace the boulders in front. The new concrete gutters are on either 
side of the catch basin in front of the garden. Rain is running into the catch basin and no water is ponding on the 
pavement. This pleasant destination of many walks and community garden work parties has become even nicer since 

the concrete gutters were added! • 

We're Lovin' Our On 
Site FREE Parking! 

We carry a full line of moving 
boxes and supplies, bubble 

wrap, fumlture pads, tv boxes, 
mattress boxes, bike boxes 

and more .. . 

Atwater Village 
3154 Glendale 
323-661-4100 

1920 Hillhurst Ave. 
323-662-9000 

• New! Color Copies! 
• Experts in packaging: 

glassware, computers, 
artwork, furniture, etc. 

• Scan, Copy, Fax 

Hollywood 
5629 Hollywood Blvd. 

323-464-9200 

e i11 info@boxbrosla.com FecEx 
SPECIALIZING IN FRAGILE & DELICATE ITEMS :eeL"" 
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JOIN FHRA or RENEW your MEMBERSHIP 

DONATIONS TO THE FHRA ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
Thanks for your support. 

NEW D RENEWAL D - - -----

NAME 
-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ADDRESS_:------------------------
HOMEPHONE~~~~~~~~~~_WORKPHONE~~~~~~~~~ 

CELLPHONE FAX~~~~~~~~~~~

E-MAIL: - - - --------------------------
I AM INTERESTED JN: 

D Beautification D Community Garden D Crime/Graffiti D Disaster Prep./Safety D Historic Preservation D Legal 

D Median D Neighborhood Watch D Newsletter D Noise Abatement D Planning/Zoning D Prospect Studios Re lations 

LJ Schools/Youth Activities [' Stairways D Website D Welcome Folders IJ Other ____ _ 

DUES are $30.00 per couple or $15.00 per person --- Larger Contributions are Appreciated 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $15 $30 __ $50 _ _ 0ther $ ---
Mail your check to: FHRA PO Box 29122 Los Angeles, CA 90029 
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©O~®®D© ©©00o®D©ITTl ©®ITTl'lt®~9 0ITTl©o 
3020 Riverside Drive 

Los Angeles, CA 90039 
www.classiccollisions.com 

Phone 24-Hour Towing 

(323) 913-9111 (323) 913-4000 

• INSlHl.AHCECLAIMS 
1-EDIATIEIUP-"" 

l"ftOGRAMPARTIC~ 

,,."MERCURY 
INSURANCE GROUP 

~ 
USAA® 

We' re Also In: 
Tujunga : 

7623 Foothill Blvd. 
Tujunga , CA 91042 

(818) 951-1818 

Monday - Friday 7:30am - 6:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am - S:OOpm 

FREE Pick-Up and Delivery ! ! ! 

A 

~ 
Allstate. 

You"re in good hands. 

Exclusiv e Body Shop for 20+ Year s 

We're Also In : 
Pasadena 

1 560 E . Walnut Street 
Pasadena, CA 91106 

(626) 792-7605 

FRANKLIN HILLS 
for all of your support 

Fussy Painting ,1Nc 

Qualify worlcmarM hip and your Jatiff a,etion 
if vitaL lo our buJm&Jd. 

Call 888.F USSY. WOW 
• Custom Work • Free Est imates 

• Staining & Painting • Bonded & Insured 

• Exterior & Interior • Commercial & 
• Handyman Work Res idential 

www.fussypainting.com 
Scott Johnson, President: scott@fussypainting.com 

License # 613910 
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Baller Hardware 
2505 Hyperion Ave. 

Celebrating our 50th anniversary! 

Integrity I Innovation 

BALLER 
HARDWARE 

SINCE 1959 

New store hours! 

M-F 7:00-6:00 
Sat 8:00-6:00 
Sun 9:00-4:30 
(323) 668-7420 

WE ARE YOUR FRANKLIN HILLS REAL ESTATE EXPERTS 

R N 
.c I DR •0111J0100 

ldwellBanker.co I DRE •ooe1•so la (323)210-2380 
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In Escrow 

3931 Clayton Avenue $1,149,000 
Stunning 4+3 Contemporary w/incredible views+ 2 
studios. Living rm with fireplace and wall of glass to 
enjoy city views. Spacious kitchen with stainless 
appliances. Huge master suite opens to private deck 
offering amazing city and Observatory views. Decks, 
large patio and grassy yard. An incredible home! 
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2150 Hillhurst Avenue, 
Los Angeles, CA 90027 

Our Listings Are Selling! 

323.668.7600 
georgeandeileen.com 
moreno@georgeandeileen.com 

Call and Let Us Show You Why Our Approach To 

Selling Homes In Your Franklin Hills Neighborhood 

Is So Successful! 

In Escrow In 8 Days! 

3839 Franklin Avenue $69S,000 
Storybook 3+2 Brick Tudor w/picture windows & 
sweeping city views. Charming original kitchen. 
LR w/fireplace. Breakfast rm with built-in cabinet. 
Hardwood floors & coved ceilings. Lovely tranquil 
yard and patio. Needs updating, but with great 
potential to be something very special. Short sale. 

George & Eileen 

In Escrow In 11 Days! 

3093 St. George Street $749,000 
Beautifully preserved & much loved 1 owner Mid-Century 
home. Built in 1954, it offers a cozy living room with 
fireplace, built-in shelves. Newly refinished hardwood 
floors. Spacious kitchen. Generous sized family room. 
Large undeveloped side yard and 2nd yard off kitchen. 
Central air and heat. Two car garage. Ivanhoe District. 

Selling, Buying, or Leasing? ... We Look Forward To Assisting You With Any Of Your Real Estate Needs. 

PALERMO 
RISTORANTE IT ALIANO 

1858 N. VERMONT AVE., LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 

(323) 663-1178 • 663-1430 ·Fax (323) 660-0284 
HO URS: MO . HAM - 10:30PM WED. THUR. SU . llAM - 12AM 

FRI. & SAT HAM - 1AM 
NOW OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY FOR BREAKFAST 9:00AM TO 2PM 
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