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This is my first term as president
of the Franklin Hills Residents As-
sociation and it is with great
pleasure that | serve the comu-
nity.

In 1980 | moved to the Franklin
Hills, at the time | was attending
Marshall High School. The neigh-

: borhood was made up of many
artsy musicians and it was common to hear musicians pract-
ing or singers singing. The views were breathtaking and
walking in the hills left me breathless, literally.

I came from Van Nuys so there was a bit of culture shock. or
perhaps it was that there was so much culture, hip people
doing different things. It wasn’t long before | loved the neigh-
borhood and knew all the neighbors.

There were Carol and Yasue the dog groomers next door and
Fred the video guy downstairs, Myrtle playing the piano next
door and so many more. We all visited. There weie even pro-
gressive dinner parties where everyone would start with ap-
petizers and drinks at one house and then salad at the next
house and so on through dessert. It really was a fun place to
be. We stayed here for nearly 10 years. | went off to grow up
but as an adult | longed for home. None of the places | lived
had that feeling. Then, three years ago | returned and bought
a house on the street where | grew up. The houses have
been painted and the occupants changed but the general
feeling of home still exists for me here in the hills and I've
been very happy.

In time, | did notice more incidents of graffiti than | remem-
bered, some of the stairs are in disrepair and overgrown. |
saw a need for attention to things in the neighborhood so |
decided to join the FHRA. Since being on the board | have
seen volunteers put together stairway clean-up and neighbor-
hood beautification projects. Joining the FHRA is my way of
giving back to the community that | so love. | hope to do

good work and help to improve the quality
of life for us all in the Franklin Hills.

Happy Holidays,

Michelle Parkinson, President
Franklin Hills Resident’s Association
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COMMUNITY PHONES

PROSPECT STUDIOS {323)671-5000
LOS ANGELES CITY SERVICES
ALL SERVICES M
ANIMAL CONTROL: {888) 452-7381
Dead Animal Pickup (323) 227-71179
BARKING DOGS: {888} 452-7381
BUILDING & SAFETY VIOLATIONS:
888-LA4BUILD
COUNCILMAN TOM LABONGE,
4th District (213)485-3337
Field Deputy: Mary Rodriguez (818) 755-7630
FIELD DEPUTY Jullian Harris-Calvin (818)755-7630
FHRA VOICEMAIL: {3231908-6078
FHRA@FranklinHills.org
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: (213} 485-6185,

HOMELESS, Food and Shelter (323)974-1234
INFO LINE {(L.A. County Referral Service}
323-686-0950 or 800-339-6993

LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (323)913-4710
ALL CITY SERVICES: 311
POLICE: EMERGENCY ONLY: 911

ALL OTHER CALLS: (877)-ASK LAPD

(877-275-5273)
Spanish: (213) 485-4333; Asian: (323) 893-8100
Northeast Division,
3353 San Fernando Road, LA 90065:

Front Desk: {213) 485 2563
Community Relations: {213) 485-2548
Gang Problems: (213) 485-7538
Graffiti: Officer Colenzo; {213) 847-0511

LAPD on the net: www.Lapdonline.com

Los Feliz Outpost: (323)913-4683

Sr. Lead Officer Al Polehonki: (213)793-0763

Traffic Enforcement (Speeding):  (213)485-27%9
POISON CONTROL (800) 876-4766
RAPE HOTLINE (310) 392-8381
RESTRAINING ORDER (213)974-5587
SCHOOLS POLICE

Marshall High
Officer Chavez: {323)-660-1440 x 240
Thomas Starr King Middle School:

Officer Harris: (323)-664-1176 x140
STREET SERVICES; (800} 996-2489
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (800) 248-9726

Bulky Item Removal: (800)773-2484

Missed Trash Pick-up: (800) 773-2489
TREE TRIMMING (Hazards): (800) 996-2489
WATER & POWER: (800) 342-5397

WE TIP (Anonymous crime tips}) (800) 873-7283
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Make Your Voice Heard
Where it Counts

By Bruce Carroll

As FHRA Treasurer for the last 18 of its 20
years, I can recall paying the bills for many of
the memorable events depicted on this
Overview's cover. But there have been many
important efforts over the years that don't lend themselves to lively
photos.

One of FHRA's earliest success stories was getting "all way" STOP
signs installed at Franklin & St. George...even if too many motorists
and a majority of pedalists still haven't grasped the meaning of STOP.
More recently we've pushed for, and gotten, better striping and a re-
duced accident causing hump on Franklin adjacent to the median,
plus we got Franklin Ave. re-categorized from a secondary highway
to a local street to protect the neighborhood's character all because
we were able to make our community's case heard by the people who
can get things done down at City Hall.

Although we are a tax exempt 501(c)(3) charity and never endorse
political candidates we can still help make the political climate
friendly to Franklin Hills. In 2002 when the vote on Hollywood se-
cession threatened to split the community in half and literally make
Hollyvista Ave. a trail of two cities, we rallied enthusiastic support
for the "NO" vote which prevailed. In the mid 1990's when the seis-
mologists concluded that the Shakespeare bridge might be too shaky
in the next quake, we got the city to abandon plans for a wider plain
vanilla bridge and preserved the historic landmark structure, now
stronger than ever. The same neighborhood persuasive powers have
also helped get crime reducing 'street lighting, some stairway mainte-
nance, abandonment of the ill conceived idea to close Prospect Ave.
at Vermont, and our input many times has influenced the decisions

|l that help to make us a safer, more liveable community.

We also have a strong voice in the Greater Griffith Park Neighbor-
hood Council. Both GGPNC President Charley Mims, and Adminis-
trative VP Bruce Carroll are longtime FHRA boardmembers. The
FHRA is in GGPNC district "E" and next March 20, 2010, the
GGPNC will be holding elections for two representatives from each
district. The official candidate filing period runs from December 21st
to January 19th followed by a month in which write-in candidates
can apply. A usually reliable source, myself, indicates Bruce Carroll
is not planning on running again so we need someone committed to
preserving the Franklin Hills values to battle the demons of over de-
velopment which brings more traffic and less quality of life. You can
find more info at the www.GGPNC.org website.

Even if you don't decide to throw your hat in the ring we should all
vote on Saturday March 20, 2010. The polling place will be the Hol-
lywood Lutheran Church 1733 N. New Hampshire Ave. just north of
Hollywood Blvd. a block west of Vermont. Make your voice and vote
count.
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FHRA's 20" Anniversary Meeting
By Bruce Carroll

In June, to celebrate our twentieth year, the FHRA returned to its meeting roots, the LILA school nestled
below the Shakespeare Bridge. Both are City Historic Cultural Monuments.

Outside the meeting former FHRA President Adam Weisman (striped shirt, center) showed off his
‘ B o Awew experimental all electric Mini Cooper as neighbors
. P m arrived and checked in for the mid day meeting.
<3 = Y g
B ’ The unique car wasn't the only treat outside the
meeting.
Neighbors
lined up to
savor
Mayview
resident
Vivian Shea's
latest batch of
made from
scratch cookies and brownies. A scrumptious
meeting tradition for many years.
Breaking with tradition this year's meeting was on a Saturday and began at 11am and it looked like
someone put out the word that shorts were the uniform of the day.

. | Inside, Mary Frances Smith-Reynolds, whose
—— - - I | dedication over six years saw the completion of
e ' 1% A% t | the Hoover Walk Mural after overcoming

s ) WM | many obstacles, presented a plaque received

' N from the city to the FHRA. FHRA then

President now Chairman, Charley Mims,
thanked Mary Francis and all the volunteers for
their hard work on the Hoover Walk and Myra
Ave. Murals which your donations to FHRA
helped to finance and facilitate.

Capt. William Murphy, who commands the LAPD Northeast
Division, reported Part I serious crime down 37% in the area over the
same period, Jan.-June, in 2008. But there were exceptions. The
number of violent crimes increased from 6 to 11, aggravated assaults
were up from 3 to 8 and robbery increased from 2 to 3. Thefts from
motor vehicles and other property crimes were down from 130 to 86.
(Continued on Page 12)
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Coyote Tracks - November, 2009

By George Grace - gmrnetl @gmrnet.com

A tragic event happened on September 17th
and 18th in Griffith Park that affected
Franklin Hills coyotes. Over the course of
those two days, eight coyotes were shot and
killed.

In one of the two instances that provoked this
extreme response, a sleeping man was
"nipped” on the foot, and woke up to find a
coyote sitting near him waiting to be fed.
When the incident was reported to the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Game, they
called in marksmen from the US Department
of Agriculture to shoot any coyote begging
for food. Eight coyotes were killed.

I was outraged by the killing and circulated a
petition among Griffith Park supporters, con-
demning the slaughter. It also placed the
blame on human Park visitors that feed coy-
otes, and "teach" them to approach and beg
for food. The petition advocated intensificd
enforcement of laws that forbid feeding
wildlife. In this case, feeding coyotes, had
deadly consequences.

In Los Angeles, feeding coyotes is punishable
by up to a $1,000 fine and/or up to six
months in County Jail.

Within a week, over 200 people - including a
number of Franklin Hills residents - had
signed the petition and left comments. The
list of respondents with comments was sent to
Councilman Tom LaBonge, Jon Mukri, Gen-
eral Manager of the Department of Recre-
ation and Parks, and others City officials.

You can read them by visiting:
http://www.friendsofgriffithpark.org/Coyote-
Petitionl.pdf

In October, a City Council Committee di-
rected the Department of Animal Services to
improve enforcement of the ban on feeding
wildlife in Griffith Park, install new signs,
and develop new procedures to prevent feed-
ing coyotes. New signs are presently being
installed in all City Parks and new procedures
are being implemented.

Since the September killings, Animal Serv-
ices has received many requests asking for
coyote removal - including from Franklin
Hills . Since wildlife is not relocated to differ-
ent areas, this translates to euthanizing them.

Coyote in Griffith Park

A Franklin Hills request concerned two coy-
otes frequenting the Udell Court, Clayton and
Mayview area that were “not running away"
and "stalking" people. When Animal Services
came to investigate, the coyotes had not been
seen for some time. Hopefully they have
moved on. (Continued on Page 16)
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Time to jump...

.

...or to lie low?

s the real estate market on the bottom? s now the
I time to lauy, or to sell? Should I sit on the lence lon-

gcr? What to do?
Every market downtown ends--and with it, opportunilies.
Today's lower prices and interest rales mean increased af-
fordability for buyers who recognize that real estate is not
going oul of fashion. A home in the Franklin Hills, after
all, is still a most attractive ]ong—term investment. Sellers
()[[cring sound values are l)eing rewarded with quick and
compcetitive [')uyer response, 1.¢., mulliplc offers——and, of -

len, l‘lighcr- than- l’l‘le—asking—pricc sales.

If you're not sure whether now is the time Lo jump into the
market or to lie low, call me for the latest real estate news

in town. I’VC I)een around our 1')100128!

COLDWCGLL
BANKER OO

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Richard Stanley
#1 Agent since 1998, Los Feliz Office
(323) 906-2417 office + (213) 300-4567 cell

WWW.ricl'Iardstan]eyrea]t()r.c()m
retanley @ coldwellhanker.com
CA DRE licenss #00971211  ®2009 Coldwell Banker Real Edtate Carparation.

Caldwell Banker is a registered irademark licerined to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation
An Eiual Opportunity Company. Equal Houing Oppartunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Inec.

Bruce Jay Associates Property Management
will take the Headachée out of Real Estate.
Call us now! We just may be the help you need.

Starting at $100 per month!

® Aggressive Rent Collections

® Bilingual Managers

® 24-Hour Emergency Service
e Effective with City Inspectors
® Detailed Monthly Reports

® In-House Maintenance Crew

We Rent Vacancies Fast!
With over 30 years of EXPERIENCE, we do the job RIGHT!

Managed Sales start at
4% Commission!" Why Pay More?

MANAGEMENT
SALES & LOANS

www.brucejay.com
bruce@brucejay.com

1910 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

323-660-3600

brice jay

* Please call for details. CA DRE License #01454748 - ©2009 Investor Partners, inc.
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Absolutely Free of Charge!

By: Chris Boutelle RESTAURANT
... a Los Feliz tradition for over 60 years

Is your black trash container cracked?

Has your blue recycling bin lost a wheel? “Home of Certified Angus Beef”

Is the top of your green yard clippings barrel
missing or broken?

Lunch Served: 11:30 am-3:30 pm

You can get it repaired or replaced if neces- Dinger Served: 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm
sary free from the city by calling the city’s Sunday Dinner: 4:00 pm -10:00 pm
central service telephone number “311” and 1760 N. Vermont Avenue
having them connect you with the Bureau of (323) 665-4294
Sanitation. As their machines most likely Marty & Elayne
} at the piano bar
caused the damage to your container, they
will replace it the following week. After all, |f §4@ Valet Parking in Rear

L AR

the city doesn’t want refuse leaking onto the
street.

You must have the serial number (printed on the front of the container) and address of your
property to give them when you call. Then they will usually ask you to leave the EMPTY
container out by the curb the day after its usual pick-up day (Thursday is pick-up day in
Franklin Hills.)

If you have a large or bulky item that is too big for your black bin, such as a couch, a re-
frigerator, or a mattress, you can call the samc number—*“311”. They will direct you to the
Department of Sanitation who will arrange a pick-up. On Weekends, the 311 operator can
take your request.

Finally, at this time of year, many people have bought and enjoyed a Holiday Tree. What
do you do with it when the holidays are over? First remove all of the decorations (includ-
ing tinsel) and the stand. Then cut it up as much as you can and place it in your GREEN
yard trimmings container. It should not stick out of the container as the top should be able
to close so that the truck’s grabbing arms do not injure the top. The Department of Sanita-
tion will pick it up on the following Thursday when you put your trash out. They will com-
post it.

Let’s replace or renew our containers so that their contents don’t spill out or fill up with
rain in inclement weather.
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Zen and the Art of Driving in the

Franklin Hills
By Anne Richardson

It would be too easy to write a piece about
obnoxious things that other drivers do on the
Franklin Hills. It would be too easy to cite the driv-
ers, mostly unfamiliar with our area, who steam up
the hill with no respect for those who have to re-
verse tracks to make room for them. It would be
too easy to mention the drivers who speed past
our dogwalkers and babystrollers as though peo-
ple should not walk on the road at all.

It would also not surprise anyone to hear about
tensions that have risen to the level of slaps on
the back of a car, drivers getting out of their vehi-
cles to argue, even head-on car accidents.

*
7 5‘&&1 Labo *
e 5‘4" pd-‘:é But this is not that article. This is a bit of a mea
323.913.1443 TheRentalGirl.com culpa, and an effort to move past the all-too-easy

tendency in car incidents to blame the other guy,
Rodney F Middelkamp rather than take a hard look at one’s own self.
Insurance Agent And perhaps, to ride a mile in the other guy’s
pickup truck.

FARMERS

Auto * Home ¢ Life * Business ¢ Wotkers Compensation

2900 Riverside Dr. #5

True things that | have done:

Los Angeles, CA 90039 = Drove up Franklin Ave in a mad rush be-
Bus: 323-660-6433 ' cause | forgot something that morning. This,
Fax: 323-662-6433 0E34742

after having initially driven down at the speed

rmiddelkamp@farmersagent.com A :
limit when | thought | had plenty of time.

- = Impatiently refused to be the one to back
Wiy, COMPLETE LINE OF up when | was rushing on my way to the vet
o TROPICAL & for what might be the last time with my

' o TREES & SHRUBS d cat, dying of kidney diseas

®* GARDEN SUPPLIE.

. LI;_I:ECTICIDES = Failed to come to a complete stop at the
. Porr;lé:wz)fks stop sign at Franklin and St. George when |
& PLANTERS was lost in thought about what was

* FOUNTAINS, WA i
PONDS & SUPPLIE happening at work that day.

OPEN 7 DAYS - Cursed under my breath at a vehicle going

too fast/too slow/etc. before | realized it was

CORNER OF - DELIVERY
fosey & 323 661-1642 | avaiLasLe someone | knew. (See Pg 17, Zen Master)
4368 W. SUNSET BL. LOS ANGELES
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A Nice Walk On The Hill
By Charley Mims

As you drive around the Franklin Hills , have you cver noticed the signs for public stair-
ways? Have you looked on the Franklin Hills Residents Association’s web site lately?
When you look there, you may find a heading called “Public Stairways.” Click on that and
you will find a street map of the Franklin Hills with all fourteen of our public stairways col-
ored in red with black outlines. These stairways provide short cuts to walk to neighbors
homes instead of driving around our hillside streets. My wife and I like to take walks on the
Hill and use some of these stairways just to get our blood pumping.

You don’t have to join a gym to keep fit, just take the recommended path to complete all
fourteen stairways within an hour or two. Do this three times a week to get cost free exer-
cise! With the recession we are now in this is a real budget booster.

The City of Los Angelcs has not had enough revenue to keep these stairways free of over-
hanging plants nor debris for decades. Several years ago volunteers from our neighborhood
got together to cut back overhanging vegetation, shovel up dirt and debris, sweep the stair-
ways clean and leave plastic bags full of dcbris at the bottom of the stairway for pickup by
the City’s Bureau of Street Services. We finished cleaning up at least one long stairway and
often two in the course of a strenuous days labor.

We also contacted the abutting property owners and encouraged them to help keep the stair-
ways cleaned up. Over the last several years we cleaned up all three segments of Radio
Walk, all three segments of Prospect Walk and the long stairway and walk from Udell Court
to Mayview Drive .

You can help too. Just take a walk up or down our stairways and send an email to the
Franklin Hills Residents Association to inform us of the condition of the stairways that you
“inspected” for us. Leave your contact information in the email and we will offer you the
chance to help other volunteers the next time we do a Franklin Hills public stairway
cleanup! See the map of public stairways on next page.

— |

Check out our

Now open for 9
breakfast, lunch g
& dinner '
8am to 9pm AR
mon-sat z r
(closed sun & holidays) Mention this ad

expanded menu
& vegetarian items
and receive 15% off at |
We can cater your ON HOLLYW o oD Yucas on Hollywood!
parties & special events

4666 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T 323.661.0523 F 323.661.4523 (fax & curbside pick-up) www.yucasla.com
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The Franklin Hills Public Stairways
The Franklin Hills Commnmty bordered by Talmadge, Frankhn, St George, Tracy,
Hypenion and Fountain 15 notable for i1s {4 public strrwayvs. Onginally bult in the
mad-1920"s as a shorteut 1o get to molley hines. . oday the enable a deighttul pedesman
exploranon of our halls. ..and they can provade a great free warkom

‘.’ ek >

"w L P

t

[
»

i
-

Marshall | |
. The Sierra Club has devised a i High School |
route covering all 14 : :
stairways which should take = AL 4
about 1-2 hours. It starts just -~
east of the Shakespeare v i
Bridge near the comer of 1
Franklin and St. George. 5

Down Sanbarn fram ‘ e ' % %

Franklin (one stairway) oAkl heg x P u

ip
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ATt &
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Up Sanborn from Clayton

: X 3 i li -3 |
(one stairway) Frispent S (T d
. _ Studios ‘{\

Up Sunset from Sanborn T
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Across Clayton-Clayton Camars Asp
(one slairway) ‘
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Down Ron- 1 Clas b e
Down Clayto u‘dc I ~ »
(one stairway) &
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| Up Hyperion-Lyric b B p:
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Up Radio Walk-Lyric ’
{one slairway)
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L
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Then walk northwest on Lyric
back to St. George to
complete the circuit.

2

Fooartme Aw 3

Map of Franklin Hills Public Stairways
http://www.franklinhills.org/stairwaywalk.pdf
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Clear out that hazardous stuff!
It’s Simple! It’s Safe!
It Helps The Environment!

By Elizabeth Richardson

Is the smallish stuff you can’t put in the
trash or recycle bins taking over your house
or garage? The solution is just minutes
away at the Los Angeles-Glendale S.A.F.E.
Collection Center. On any Saturday or Sun-
day between 9 AM and 3 PM, load up six
(only) items! Drive over. Show the
friendly, courteous folks your California dri-
ver’s license and let them take the items
right out of your car for you. When you’re
done, there’s more room under the kitchen
sink and in the garage, and those out-of-date
prescriptions no longer pose a danger in
your medicine cabinet. And you’ve been a
friend to the environment that sustains us
all.

To get there, drive north on The 5, take the
Colorado Street exit, make a quick right
onto Edenhurst, and at T, turn left. The Col-
lection Center is just down the street on
your right (past the Edenhurst Street sign on
the right). And it’s really easy to get back
onto The 3.

THEY ACCEPT: paint and solvents; used
motor oil and filters, antifreeze, and other
automotive fluids; cleaning products; pool
and garden chemicals; aerosol cans; all
medicine; auto batteries; household (alka-
line) batteries; fluorescent tubes and bulbs,
thermostats, and other mercury-containing
lamps. Please don’t transport any more than
125 gallons of fluids at one time.

THEY ALSO ACCEPT: computers, moni-
tors, printers, network cquipment, cables,
telephones, televisions, microwaves, video
games, cell phones, radios, stereos, VCRs,
and electronic toys.

THEY DO NOT ACCEPT: business waste,
ammunition, explosives, radioactive mate-
rial, biological waste or tires, and bulky
items such as furniture, refrigerators, wash-
ing machines/dryers, conventional ovens,
paper, or computer softwarc.

To learn more go to:
www.lacitysan.org or 1-800-988-6942
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(Continued from Page 4)

High among residents’ concerns at the meeting
was the late night noise from changed
production patterns at Prospect Studios. Studio
manager, Manie Ellis (left), promised changes
in operation during the 10Opm-7am hours so that
trucks would have to do less maneuvering, be
parked father from homes, drivers would be
reminded to reduce noise and backup
generators would be sound baffled. Ellis said
noise complaints can be phoned to studio
security 24/7 at 323-671-4554.

Prospect Ave.resident James McEwen, who has led the effort to reduce noise from the lot, said residents
can call 323-285-5150 to report noise problems (see Overview #37 pg. 17). There were also questions
about the use of such large heavy trucks on neighborhood streets where the posted weight limit is 6,000
pounds. Councilmember Tom LaBonge (right) promised a meeting in the fall with FHRA, McEwen and
Disney to review the problems and assess the effectiveness of Disney's mitigation efforts.

Councilmember LLaBonge also introduced his
new deputy for our area, Mary Rodriguez The
Tracy street resident really needed no
introduction as she has been active in the
neighborhood for years and has worked hard at
improving local schools, especially King
Middlec School, for many years. She is a fornmer
President of the Greater Griffith Park
Neighborhood Council and also FHRA
member.

During the meeting raffle winners won books, Zoo and movie tickets and $75 dinner certificates donated
by Sila Bistro and Michelangelo Ristorante.

After the meeting everyone was a winner as we
were all treated to a delicious catered lunch
provided by our generous hosts at the LILA
school.

A good time was had by all as the FHRA came
back to the location where it was founded on
October 2, 1989, by residents concerned about
plans to possibly expand with new high rise
buildings what was then ABC TV Center and is
now known as Prospect Studios.

But just as those problems from 20 years ago were long ago resolved, let's hope that history once again
repeats itself with a quieter neighborhood for all for the next 20 years and beyond.

SERVING THE FRANKLIN HILLS

4000 FOUNTAIN AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029
PHONE: 323-661-2788 - FAX: 323-661-0058

Franklin Hills Overview # 38, Fall/Winter- 2009



B -

Hot but Cool, Green but White
By Bruce Carroll

When I was younger things that were "Hot" were called "Cool." Now with the focus on energy savings
almost anything that cools and saves energy is once again "hot." Or as is the case with my new roof, a
colorful oxymoron, something that's very white is very green.

When planning to install solar power panels on my roof I decided it would be wise to replace the aging
flat roof. After getting numerous bids the one that seemed both cool and reliable was a white PVC
(plastic) membrane applied atop a layer of fan fold foam insulation right on top of my old tar and gravel
roof. Even before I got my electric bill I knew things were a lot cooler because during September and
October on 90+ degree days the air conditioning wasn't running full time all afternoon.

Even before the installation
was complete I noticed a
dramatic difference when on
a very hot day I put my hand
on part of the old roof while
getting off the ladder. It was
hot like the sand at the beach
before you get to the water's
edge. Then I put my hand on
the new portion of the roof
and it was still slightly cool
to the touch.

Another big plus, think of it
as a pleasant gift to the
neighborhood, comes with
the roof's installation.

It's done without cooking up vats of smelly tar that waft
through the neighborhood and pollute the air. Rolls of the
PVC are unrolled, screwed down and then melted to one
another with electric heating devices that make a firmly
sealed two inch wide seam.

Of course the real proof of any roof is whether I'll need pots
and umbrellas inside the house, if we ever get a really rainy
el nino season. So far things are nice and dry. The PVC roof
material has been used in industrial applications for more
than 30 years and has a lifetime warranty for residential
applications.

[f you are interested in an energy saving roof and think you
might need a new roof feel free to send me an e-mail via
BruceCarroli@FranklinHills.org and I'll be happy to give
you more info or a tour of the roof for those not afraid of
heights.

If you're really into going green I've now had my solar electric panels installed atop the new roof and it's
like they came with a holiday gift from the state. If my cool white roof and other measures save so much
energy that I produce more power than I use, under the new state law known as AB490 the DWP will
have to pay me for the extra power that my solar panels send into the electric grid.
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Griffith Park Holiday Light Festival
Walking Shoes Step Ahead of Brake Shoes

By Bruce Carroll

For the last 13 years the Holiday Light Fes-
tival in Griffith Park, put on by the LA De-
partment of Water and Power, brought out
thousands of cars each night and the ire of
area residents and environmentalists. While
the light displays are brilliant, sitting and
breathing in the traffic jam dimmed the ex-
perience and brought forth calls for change.

This year the 28 night festival began De-
cember 3rd with a bike night followed by 14
walk only nights then 13 driving nights.
Having fewer fuel nights than feet nights
was a big step forward. This feat was ac-
complished through continued pressure from
the Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood
Council's Parks River & Open Space
(PROS) committee which has for several
years campaigned to make the festival a
non-polluting event.

*Earlier this year when the DWP seemed to
need a little kick in the right direction
Bernadctte Soter, who chairs the GGPNC's
PROS committee, put out a call for support,
and the c-mails, many from FHRA mem-
bers, poured in asking city officials to switch
the event to one promoting people power
over polluting power. It's another example of
how despite all the criticism of unresponsive
government, the right pressure in the right
place can bring change. The message is you
have to keep trying.

Despite some rain, and the fact that Gene
Kelly couldn't make it, the festival's walking
nights attracted thousands who enjoyed Sin-
gin' in the Rain or just strolling through a
mile of unique holiday spirit. Photo by
Kathryn Louyse

The festival runs daily from Spm to 10pm
until December 30, 2009, and there is free
parking in the LA Zoo parking lot. During
the driving nights there will be free shuttles
for those who don't want to waste their own
gas.

For more info go to
www.dwplightfestival.com

COMPLETE GARDENING
SERVICES

e, J25US Sanchez, Gardener
(818) 896-9331

Franklin Hills referenoes avallablk

Franklin Hills Overview # 38, Fall/Winter- 2009



Introductory Special
Three Private Sessions,
Only $ 165!

3178 Glendale Boutevard
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Handyman Work

Staining

Exterior & Interior

Free Estimates

Lic # 613910

Bonded & Insured
Commerical & Residential

800-695-0696 Voice
SCOTT JOHNSON 323-663-3741 Fax
President scott@fussypainting.com
www.fussypainting.com

Call Us When You Are Ready To Sell & Let Us
Show You Why Our Approach To Selling Homes
In Los Feliz & Silver Lake Is So Successful!

George & Eileen 323-668-7600

geargeandeilesn.com

3642 Hotboro Drive  List Price $895,000 3423LowryRoad  Sold for $1,544,000 3627 Holboro Drive  Sold for $1,073,000

We would like to thank you 5o much for the way in which you efficiently and effectively represented us in the sale of our home this foll We met with & number of realtors,
From the beginning, we were impressed with the thorough understanding you showed of the Loy Feliz real esiate market, and your realistie adbice in this fough economy. You
not any helped us st a sales prics we felt good about, but you abo helped us se¢ @ number of improvements we eould make to better shomwease the house. Glearly, your odbice
Daidoff. Our friends and associates are ahoays astonished to hear that in this economy we received on offer aboue asting price within ¢ day of listing the Rowse, e know it
was pour efforts in marketing that led fo attracting o coupls who fell in love with the house as we had done tweloe years sarliery your counsel that ensured the hous showed
well; and your advioe that priced the howss appropriately fo drive their initial inerest Agoin, we appreciate allof your work and odvioe n representing s,

Sincerely, Denis Frahmann and Robert Tieman - 3423 Lowry Road

2150 HThiest Avenne, fos Anpeles CA 00y« ceareeandetloen Com - 323.668.7600
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(Continued from Page 5 - Coyotes in 6@% .

Franklin Hills) P* (io \){
Q

I had an encounter about 10 days ago with a e Q‘QX\ e \0 q

coyote while walking my dogs in the same Y &‘0 O\G 06

area near Clayton and Mayview. I thought it SOX A N < O

might be one of the offending pair. The coy- ‘a‘a\] © . ‘0‘00 A\S .0‘%

ote was standing in the street close to the 06\% \\0‘(\\

Clayton stairs. When he saw us, he (or she) rﬁ‘aﬁ\

ran into the bushes and disappeared. \N«« )

My dogs just ignored him. We proceeded
over the stairs, and when we reached the
other side, the coyote was standing in the

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE

middle of Clayton, about 30 feet away, look- 24 Hour emergency setrvice » Auto lock specialists »
. ; : Locks installed

ing us over. | dec.lded to run hlm off, and Combinations changed - Master Keying
threw a rock at him. He immediately bolted Residential - Commercial

back into the bushes, and vanished. I always AFTER 45 YEARS AT THE SAME LOCATION

WE HAVE MOVED AROUND THE CORNERTO
4655 Russell Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue

carry rocks (or lemons) with me when I walk
my dogs. Animal Services recommends
carrying something to throw, and a loud (323) 663-8351
whistle. Throwing rocks works for me. I
haven't bought my whistle yet.

Discount Medical Pharmacy

most insurance plans accepted
free delivery in local areas

Phone: 323-661-8366
Fax 323-661-0538

I respect our urban coyotes. Their presence,
along with raccoons, possums, skunks and
other local critters is one of the things that
makes living in Los Angeles unique. If we
are careful, it should be easy to coexist with

our local wildlife, including coyotes. I'd hate 2716 Griffith Park Boulevard
to see Franklin Hills without them. Los Angeles CA 90027
Please post your coyote sightings at Lyric Preschool
http://www.gmrnet.com/Coyotea.html where 2328 Hyperion ave » 323. 667.2275

you can also read all sighting reports - many www.lyricpreschool.com

from Franklin Hills - gathered since 2003. o nurturing environment

e creative play

o home-style lunches

e serving silveriake
& los feliz since 1965
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(Continued from Page 8, Zen Master) All this re-
minded me of a story from the Zen literature |
read some time ago, so | thought | would revise it
somewhat for a new context. Hope it is not too
opaque.

The Zenmaster in the Franklin Hills

Once upon a time, a Zen Master rented a house
in the Franklin Hills. She had with her an appren-
tice, who was studying at the feet of the master,
in order to become more familiar with the ways of
Zen Buddhism.

One morning, the Zen master got in her Prius,
and along with the apprentice drove off to her of-
fice in Studio City. As they descended the hill, a
FedEx delivery truck appeared at the bottom of
the hill. The driver came up the hill steadily, wait-
ing for the Prius to move out of the way. The Zen
master put her car in reverse and backed a con-
siderable way up the hill, since there were many
parked cars preventing her from easing over to
the side of the road. Once the FedEx truck
roared past them, she put her car in forward and
again proceeded down the hill.

They drove to a level spot in the road. Suddenly,
a sedan came toward them quickly with a harried
looking woman in the driver’s seat.

Once again, the Zen master politely put the carin
reverse, and drove backward a long way toward
the starting point. After a dutiful wave of thanks
from the flustered driver, the Zen master then
proceeded again on her way and got to the bot-
tom of a curve and began to go uphill.

Just then, a pickup truck full of gardening equip-
ment came ripping toward them. The driver, quite
unaware of the two vehicles who had preceded
him, and worried about whether he was on track
to get to all of his jobs for the day, came on quite
briskly, expecting the Prius to move. The appren-
tice stared in horror as the Zen Master a third
time put the car in reverse and drove backward
downhill all along the length of a short block be-
fore she could find a place to pull over and let the
car pass. The pickup driver was new to the area

Cars Driving in the Franklin Hills
Credit: Ben Brvant

and did not know about the convention of waving
thank you, and merely zoomed past the Prius as
it went to its destination.

The Zen Master and the apprentice proceeded
uninterrupted and drove on toward Studio City.
The apprentice was burning with righteous indig-
nation that the Zen Master had not once, not
twice, but three times allowed another driver on
the hills to pass without comment or irritation.
Finally, the apprentice could bear it no longer.

“Master,” the apprentice said. “I can understand
that you allowed the first car to pass you, as in-
deed, you were going downhill and it was going
uphill. And | can understand why you let the
second driver pass you, as you were both on
level ground and the right of way was unclear.
However, | don’t understand why you yielded to
the third car when you were the one going uphill
and you had already yielded to two other cars
right before? That is so unfair, and you should
not have yielded!”

The Zen Master slowed the Prius down and
stopped at a light. After a time she replied: “So,
apprentice. | passed that third cars miles ago.
Don’t you think it is also time for you to let it
pass?”

Footnote: 1

Cal. Vehicle Code Section 21661 provides that: “[wlhenever
upon any grade the width of the roadway is insufficient to permit
the passing of vehicles approaching from opposite directions at
the point of meeting, the driver of the vehicle descending the
grade shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle ascending the
grade and shall, if necessary, back his vehicle to a place in the
highway where it is possible for the vehicles to pass.”
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the
FHRA

2742 Rowena Ave f()
os Angeles, CA 90039

TSNSy~ : | Make sure to

tell our
Q\W advertisers
COMPUTErsWTF | | vou saw their

¢ Repair/Service ® Mac Specialist (xPvista/7 supported] a d | n
e Tutoring & Lessons ¢ In-home and remote service

* In the neighborhood e _IH c O \/ € R \/i (,W

adam fischer
(3231963 -3390

C— adamacomputerswrrcor | [|WWW.franklinhills.org
" wWww.computerswrtrcom l

Baller Hardware
2505 Hyperion Ave.

Celebrating our 50th anniversary! = ,
BALLER
HARDWARE

SINCE 1959

New store hours!
M-F 7:00-6:00
Sat  8:00-6:00
Sun 9:00-4:30

(323) 668-7420
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Snapshots of our Past

1By Bruce Carroll

I's hard to put 20 vears of
acuivity into a small sampling
ol photos but that's what we
tried to do with the cover of
this 20" anniversary issue of
the I'HRA Overview. The
photos are arranged for a
pleasing design rather than
chronology or importance.

. One of three murals
designed to transform the Myra
Ave. underpass from a
dumping ground into a
pleasing path toward the
I'ranklin Hills area and King
Middle School. The FIIRA has
supported a total ol five area

of Goad. limes. ang Gooﬂ&i gors

¥

4

6.

9.

10.

12.
13.

14.

murals.

The art in #1 we promote. The "art” in gratliti, marring walls and sidewalks we've worked to cover up with
many graftiti paint outs over the 20 vears.

The FHRA's other main clean-up cffort has been on our publice stairways wherce over the vears we've
filled countless bags with overgrown vegetation, dirt and other debris.

Our biggest event was the April 1998 party to celebrate the reopening of the Shakespeare bridge after
seismic retrofitting. An honored guest was Catherine McGowan (scated) whose (ather built the bridge.
Photos 6 and 12 arc also {rom the bridge party. Since the bridge was built in 1926 The party had a
1920s theme including period dance lessons and it attracted a crowd ol about 2300 when a few hundred
had been expected.

In November 1995 we realized the dream of turning the graffiti and weed infested Franklin Ave. median
into a non asphalt 1sland of green. Photo 9 shows that no one was too young (o help with the planting.
Sec # 4

The FHRA booth at the Los I'eliz Village Street Fair always attracts a crowd drawn by our display of
historic area photos such as photo 8 which shows the empty streets as captured {rom an Army Signal
Corps bi-plane m 1932.

Lhistorie photo described in #7. Our colleetion of Historic Area photo 1s available for purchase.

Sce # 5

The unique Shakespeare Bridge often attracts film crews and the FHRA works to help them get that
perfect shot while working to keep neighborhood traffic, noise and commotion to a minimum.

. In 2000 FHRA boardmember Norman lHarriton, shown between Councilmember Tom LaBonge (left)

and then FHRA Chairman Adam Weisman worked hard to tum a weedy field at the [.11.A School below
the Shakespeare Bridge into our community garden

Sce # 4

The FHRA has mamtained a close coopcerative relation with LAPD Senior Lead Officers. Ofc. Al
Polehonkai (right) and now retired Ofc. Sam Salazar discuss neighborhood crime trends at an TTIRA
meeting,

We can't claim to have made the rainbow, but we hope the community's combined efforts through the
FHRA make it possible to feel like vou've found the proverbial pot of gold while living in the Franklin
Hills.
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PALERMO

P30 N VERMONTAVE. LO% A NCELES CA 50027
(323) 663-1178 - 663-1430 - Fax (323) 660-0284

Hours: Mon « 11am - 10:30pm, Wed Thu Sun ¢ 11am - 12am
Fri Sat« 11am - lam

Now Open Saturday and Sunday for Breakfast 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

KT N ST 0 A R R O AR A A A K S R

4027 Cumberland Avenue

i = 5

WE HAVE BEEN YOUR FRANKLIN HILLS EXPERTS FOR OVER 28 YEARS.

cCoLDWELL
BANKER OO (323)210-2380

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE I
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