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LOS FELIZ LIBRARY
OPENING AT I-AST!

STAR DONATES
COMPUTER

GENTER
by Pearl Yonezawa, Senior Librarian

Two exciting events are helping the
l ibrar ;  as we move lo \^ . r rd oPening in
the new building in early 1999 (no date
set as of press time).

A Los Fel iz  l ibrary pafron,  movie
star Leonardo DiCaprio has donated
$35,000 for a state-of-the-art computer
center. The computers & programs will
help patrons improve their math, read-
ing, language, computer & study skills.
Thenewlibrarybuilding is ontheformer
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ALMOST ONE LOS FELIZ
FOR THE BOOKS BRANGH TO

I

by Bruce Carroll

"The approach from the Franklin
Hills is the best."That's architect
Barton Phelps'r.iew as his design for
our Los Feliz Branch library nears
reality. The libraryhas a dualperson-
ality design that stems, he explained,
from competing community
concepts..."very urban on one side

[Hillhurst] suburban on the other...for
hill dwellerswho live oncurvystreets
off the grid."

Phelps says library patrons will
"get out of their car and go through a
nice area." An drea lhat he's trans-
forming from a mere parking lot into
a woodsl garden wilh several Cali-
fornia Live Oaks (the state tree) lr ist-
eria vines climbing to the roof and

-  
r o ' r i n l . d o  n '

OPEN SOON
By Charley M. Mims

The contractor hopes to complete
work on our Los Feliz Branch ofthe Los
Angeles Public Libraryby the end ofthis
yearl They are working on the parking
lotarea andtheinteriorfinishnow. Work

A well-founded rumour in the com-
munit! saVS that Titanic star Leonardo
DiCaprio plans lo altend at leastonco{
the opening euents!

on the landscaping will start next. The
architect is mulling over the dght Paint
colorfor the exterior finish of out library
to make sure it complements his won-
derful design.

Continued on p.7

Intet ior
(right) nnd
exterior of

almost
completed
Los F eliz
Iibrary
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easons Greetings! As the year inches toward the end it is a pleasure to
think back about the goals and challenges met by your Franklin Hills
Residents' Association. From the start of the year FHRA has worked

very hard developing creative events and helping improve our wonderful
neighborhood. Since the completion ofthe Shakespeare Bridge a committee has
been working with city officials to complete its restoration. The latter have
informed FHRA that additional construction will be necessary to maintain the
historical features This work should begin during early 1999, and we hope will
not cause more than one month of a single lane road. After this work is
completed a committee will turn its sights to the purchase of twobenches along
the ends. It was nice to see the bridge pictured in the October issue of Sunset
magazine. It was also nice to be invited to the Los Angeles Conserr.ancy 20th
Anniversary Festir.al ll'hich recognizes organizations involved in the historical
preservation of Southern California. With the help of the students of LyrDe
Intemational de Los Angeles (LILA-The French Arnerican Schools of Southern
California) holiday lighting will add some seasonal elegance to our bridge.

Currently board members and committees are busy with crime prevention,
the Hillside Federation, King Middle School landscape restoration, LILA, the
Hyperion Corridor, City Charter, traffic congestion, street fairs, parking and the
Franklin Avenue Median. New projects and interests include the reopening of
the Los Feliz Public Library, Red Line Shuttle Service and Griffith Observatory
renovation. Of course aside from the standinS committees, the board is always
concerned to address immediate neighborhood concerns. Whether it is a tree,
car, pet, skunk, or criminal event, we enjoy tackling each issue and would be
glad to gain some new volunteers. The FHRA Hot Line (323-664-7247) always
presents us with new challenges, which lead to new resources or lilkages with
City serr.ices.

Through the work of board and area volunteers, FHRA has been been faced
with extremely LARCE projects coupled with small (in number) volunteer
committees. The projects (i.e. the Bridge Party, the median, this newsletter,

etc.)have been successful and, not surprisingly, some volunteers burn out and
need a sabbatical. More hands to share the project would relieve this problem.
They (projects) are not only useful, they are interesting to do, and meetings are
actually fun!I hope thatmany ofyou readers will make aNew Year's resolution
to devote some time to your community through FHRA. Big or small, each
proiect is important to us, and you car make a difference.

As we end the tax year, please consider FH[{,A among your tax deductible
contributions. Many dues-paying members have given extra donations (Wow!
Thank you!) There are an estimated 2000 separate residential units within our
boundaries and only a fraction send in dues. This year the fraction is smaller
than usual, and the outgo larger (due mostly to the Bridge party). We regard
everyone who lives on the hill as a member, and are interested in all of your
interest. A11 we ask is $10 per person or $20 per family. Please help us maintain
an ongoing donation pool to create proiects and events. Another way each
active member can help is to get at least one neighbor to join. We have many
manv new residents have moved here. Let -them know about FHRA.
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STILL AN

o)ffMoRoN
By Bruce Carroll

n October 11th an official
FHRA delegation attended a
bir l  hdal party at the LA Coli-

seum. But it wasn't for the Coliseum's 75th
birthday. It seems when you get that far
up  in  years  many o f  Your  o ld
friends...Rams, Raiders, etc...have moved
on.

FHRA President Adam Weisman brought our large

This was a party for the Los Angeles
Conservancywhoie mission is to see that old buildings like the Coliseum do not have to move on or get mowed

down. Dediiated to preserr.ing LA's architectural history, the Conservancy invited the FHRA, and 29 other local

groups that help protect our past, to celebrate The Conservancy's 20 years of hard-work. Among the treasures

ih".'',re sated or" St. Vibiana's Cathedral, the Bullocks Wilshire Tower, the art deco May Company also on

Wiishire and even the oldest living McDonalds. .it's been in Downey for 45 years.

The Colservancy provided each group a table, 2 chairs, and a litile bit of shade at the peristyle end of the

Coliseum...from tl'rere we were on our own. Before we n'ere even finished setting up FHRA-land, event orga-

nizer Ken Berlstein, the Conservancy's director of Preservation Issues, came by and pointed out that we had

the "most ambitious" display and if they'd been giving out awards we would have n'on

3

photos by Sh.irley Newhna* l,*.,

their little bit of shade at the Coliseum Peristyle

stock of FHRA T-shirts in 3 styles and many sizes.
Treasurer Bruce Carroll, hoPing to make a fe r'r'bucks
for the FHRA, set up our display of old area photos
dating back to 1-9L7 . And Median chair Shirley
Newland brought her TV/VCR so we could show
the official FHRA tape of Bridge Party'98 and
Median Magic.

While both sales and crowds were quite mod-
est, it was a good day to meet leaders of other com-
munity groups, exchange ideas and tour the Coli-
seum. I found out the locker room has no lockers lt
was also a chance to have a big bite ofbirthday cake
inhonor ofthe organization thatworks hard to keep
bulldozers from taking big bites of old LA.

Editor's note...if you are interested in joining, or
learning more, you can contact:
The Los Angeles Conservancy
523 W. 6th St. #121'6, Los Angeles, CA 90014.
21,3-623-2489

THE OVERVIEW-WINTER 1 99B



4
NEW GROWTH ON THE MEDIAN

By Shirley Newland

I once lived in a house that was intended to be a
temporary residence. Except for a few shrubs and a
spotty lawn, the yard was bare. I love to garden but,
planning to be there for only a few rnonths,Ijust tended
to the plants that were there and replaced a few rose
bushes thai had fallento the neglect of previous tenants.
Seven years later I was still there and still basically
looking at a dirt patch.

I learned several lessons from that experience, one
being to not let life pass me by anymore. I may start
something that turns out tobe not so worth while, but at
least I tried. If I get involved with something that does
not iast very long, like the Shakespeare Bridge retuofit-
ting project, I am glad to have been a part of it while it
did last. And i{ a project endures I get to enjoy it every
o.ay.

The Franklin Avenue median is an enduring project
that, like my yard, was starting to fall to neglect. Unlike
past experience, I did not let this go by the wayside. A
maintenance committee was formed to revive the me-
dian. I got a 1itt1e carried away at first and made some
poor choices of plants and ended up bringing them
home to nurseback to healthin a more suitable environ-
ment. Melinda Taylor who designed the median se-
lected native California plants that
can withstand the harsh exposure
they getall day and night 1ong. With
her ongoing commitment to the
original design, Melinda is guiding
the committee to restore the median
to its intended splendor of natural
colors and beauty.

Under this precept/ the median
will be around for many years. The
purPose of the maintenance com-
mittee is to involve local residents
for its perpetual care. If you are in-
terested in learning the proper care
ofnative California plants and have
the time to spare call the hotline
today. Onepersoncan do a lotiniust
two hours. For anyone with a love
for gardening this is a great way of
contributing to the community and
sharing the information with neigh-
bors to ensure the care ofthe median
for many years to come.

Continled from page2

FROM THE PRESIDENT
In closing, it has been a great pleasure and honor to work

in the management of this Association. The responsibilities
and duties have been very rewarding. With established
committees and new proiects, there is enough work and furr
to keep us busy for years. And, with the help of your
donations and active membership, Franklin Hills Residents
Associationwill continue to provide dependable and quality
service.

Happy New Year

Adam M. Weisman
President,
Franklin Hills Residents Association

continlcd rrom Pa8' boMpurER cENTER
site of the DiCaprio family home where Leonardo lived
during his teenage years. Since the family used the library
they wanted to give something back to the community.

Another exiting protect is SKYLIGHT'�S: LIGHTING;
THE WAY TO READING IN OUR COMMUNITY. This
special book drive allows you purchase a tax deductible
hardcoverbook from Skylight Books for a 107o discount to
donate to the library . Books will have a Skylights Project
bookplate and Skylight Books will display an ornament
for each donation onthe tlee in the store. Details about the
SKYLIGHTSPROIECTaTe availableatSkyLightBooks, 1818
N. Vermont Ave. and at the Los Feliz Branch Library at
1801 Hillhurst Ave.

fW"veve.Move0d
{m"PJx'./ T;; iJfilT; }l;1i#Xd ^{Kr!rl'l:'

r . ' - I 'LOte  . t -os ' , re l rz
J

zr r E .Hil lf iurst, itt t l ie Los Ge liz tres
r r t !  ! l i e  lo r r t t t r  locu l io t r  o l  La  Cut r t  t t : t t r tu t t '

( 3 2 3 )  6 6 4 - 7  I  t  I

!4Ltt, Jttcli ie antl t l ic ctrt ire Jonner sttt lJ of La Cotu,tt.sation wil l be offer{n
'1: u r o y e u t L1 tul I n t e r tultio t t a I .P 11 str ie s a t t d'B a F.e d g o o d s

nlong witf i a ntu, antl ercit inlJ e,\pttlded tnetru

J\toA) servil l lJ lt i trclr utrt j Ice l:Lentjetl Capyucirros mp
Gree Cappucino Jor first Linte visito)'s! lt ]
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS
Revised 11/98; Thanks to C-PAB for updated info
ABANDONED VEHICLES: (800) 222-6366
ABC-TELEVISION:

Security: (310) 557-5354.
ALARM PERMITS (323\485-2931

ANTMAL REGULATTON (323) 485-5765
DEAD ANIMAL PICKUP BZ3) 227-7179

BRIGHT LIGHTS Streetlight repair (800) 303-5267
BUILDING & SAFETY VIOLATIONS: (323\237- 0685
COUNCILMAN JOHN FERRARO, 4th District-

(323) 48s-3337
Room M-30, City Hall, 200 Spring St.,L.4.900L2

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation.

(323) 481-s800; (800) 722-11.22
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater.

(800) 852-9820
Hazardous Waste Hotline (323\ 237-1634
Operation Clean Sweep (323) 237-1797

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency; 485-6185.

HOMELESS, Food and Shelter (323) 974-7234
INFO LINE (L.A. County Referral Service) (213) 686-0950
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (323) 913-4710
NEIGHBOR DISPUTE: (323) 485-8324
PARKING ENFORCEMENTT Q13\485-4184
POLICE: EMERGENCY 911;
Spanish: (323) 485-4333; Asian: (323) 893-8100

Northeast Division. 3353 San Fernando Road, LA 90065:
ADULT/WOMEN ABUSE (8OO) 978-3600
Community Relations (323) 485-2548
GANG PROBLEMS: (323) 485-7538
GRAFFITI : (323) 237-0571
LAPD ONLINE: http:/ /www.lapd.org
Main Desk (323\ 485-2563
Reports: (323) 485-4193
Sr. Lead Officer Al Polehonki (323\ 485-4079
Sr. Lead Officer Sam Salazar: (323\ 847-3135
Traffic Enforcement (Speeding) (323) 485-2799

Los Feliz Outposl 1965 Hillhurst Ave. (323) 9134682
POISON CONTROL (800\ 777-6476
RAPE HOTLINE (213\ 392.8381
RESTRAINING ORDER (213) 974-5587
STREET SERVICES: (800\ 996-2489
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (800) 248-9726

BULK ITEM REMOV AL (800)773-?489
MrssED PrcK-uP (800) 773-2489

TREE TRIMMING (Hazards)(800) 996-2489
WATER & POWER: (323\ 485-42L1.
WE TIP (Anonymous crime tips) (800) 873-7283

FR.ANKN,NN FOTOS
As you have no doubt  not iced,  the staf f  o f

the Overv iew has an af f in i ty  for  photographs
t a k e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  F r a n k l i n  H i l l s ,
Los Fe l iz  and S l lver  Lake areas.  We are t ry ing to
a s s e m b l e  a  p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t  a n d
would l ike to  hear  f rom anyone wi th such pho-
tos.  l f  you grew up here,  or  i f  your  parents bui l t
a  house here,  or  i f  you inher i ted some photo-
g r a p h s ,  p l e a s e  g i v e  u s  a  c a l l  o n  t h e  H o t l i n e  o r
s e n d  t h e m  t o  o u r  m a i l b o x .

Weguaranteetheywi l l  be handled verycare-
fu l ly  wh i le  we have a copy negat ive made.  The
o r i g i n a l s  w i l l  b e  r e t u r n e d  t o  y o u  i n  t h e i r  o r i g  i n a  I
condi t ion.  Look for  your  o ld photographs and
g i v e  u s  a  c a l l !

FH RA Hotl ine':  664-7 247

Phase Pa*onize
"Our" Adaert^ers

Trovoling to other orsos to shop ls troublc-
some nouJ thot the populotion ond troffic hove
in(roosed so mu(h.

fhe businesses thot ore odvertising in this nous-
lottor ore chorged tho obsoluto minimum posslble
odvertlslng iees. Theirods pog for the poperond ong
surplus supports fHBR on-going projocts.

Pleose support our odvsrt:sers ond
Tell then Vcu iou their
ods in the "Oucnrieur."

DOES GRAFFM BUG YOU?
FHRA NEEDS YOUR HELP in fighting

srafitti in our area. We need someone to
organize paint outs and people to work.'We provide all materials.
Cal l  the Hot l ine to volunteer.  664-7247
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Continued from page I

... ONE FOR THE BOOKS
boulders along the patfL some even inside the building. Be-
cause the site was somewhat larger than needed for the 10,500
square foot building, he was able to create his mini park plus
20% more parking spaces than required.

But a library is primarily for parkingbooks and thebutts of
those reading them, and here Phelps' creation seems to excel.
Having watched the construction since ground breaking, but
only seeing the outside, I was thrilled when I walked through
the doors. I audibly exclaimed to myself, "it's beautiful."

\Arhat drew my unaccustomed compliment was the rich
look of the redwood lined columns and walls which cry out for
curling up with a good book. Only the lack of any books yet, or
a place to curl up other than the very dusty floor kept me look-
ing around. Phelps assured me that not only was the redwood
of the wall "not from old growth trees," but there will be tables
and chairs in the center of the long reading room and sofa like
comfortable furniture at the south end. The stacks for books
will run perpendicular to the wall on the Hillhurst side and the
books will aid the thickwalls inproviding thatessential library
element, quiet.

Another essential library element is light, and Phelps' de-
sign expresses his belief that on any day in southern Califomia
you should be able to "read a bookwithout turning on a light."
To provide that constant light, the ceiling of the main room is
made up of six "light chambers"...sort of skylights on
steroids...that bring in light from east, west and above, then
distribute it evenly on the reading area below. The last of the
"light chambers" is the distinctive corner of the building at
Franklin and Hillhurst.

Itwas originally goingtobearr area foryoulgpeoplewhere,
in Phetps' plarming, "kids would want to come here to see and
be seen and this would be kind of a neighborhood sort ofhang-
out." But that plan has changed. The glassed-in area which
Phelps refers to as "a lantem at night" is now set to attract all
ages; he says, "I think it was decided it was too good."

The kids do have a homework center along the Franklin
side, plus a large children's library in the southeastcorner of the
building. Arrd there is a very special "clearing in the woods"
storytellingroom that seems tobe one of Phelps' favoriteplaces.
There he tells of performing architectural magic by turning a
square room into a round room and then, by placing manzarita
branches overhead and a tree trunk at the door, hoping to tum
it into not a room at all.

The building also has a special place for community meet-
ings with a capacity of about 70. In order to get that many folks
you'll probably need refreshments and there is even a little
kitchen to take care of that chore. The room, on the northeast
corner, has its own entrance so it can be used when the library
is closed.

Architect Barton Phelps explains the illusion of
turning a square room into a round one that with the
addition of manzanita branches will become a clear-
ing in the woods

Community input
was obviously very important to Phelps who pointed
out thatwhile the area is renowned for its worksbyicons
of modern architecture Wright, Shindler, Neutra,
Lautner, "There were people in the neighborhood who
kept saying'Spanish Colonial, Spanish colonial.It must
be Spanish Colonial' so we said what is Spanish Colo-
nial. It's thick walls. It's light and shade...we said we
could do that." But with a modern interpretation.

Phelps also took the opportunity to point out that
the green and brown tiles that embellish the window
wells along Hillhurst were, you guessed it, "made in
Spain." The windows, incidentally, are angled so that
library patrons who chance to glance away from the
printed page will have their gaze drawn to the Griffith
Observatory...albeit somewhat marred by mini-mall
signs and utility wires.

Perhaps the unsightly aspects of the view will be
softened by the wisteria vines which, if they do their
part, will be creeping up guide wires toward the metal
poles thatextend from the Hillhurst facade. Those poles
will also carry big metal letters saying "Los Angeles
Public Library."

While the project is several months behind sched-
u1e, and some have expressed frustration with the slow
pace of the work, it does look like we are going to get a
really special place. Ithas alreadywon atleastoneaward.
It will be a library that has both the beauty and imPor-
tance to command attention plus the functionality and
comfort that will make us want to keep coming back.

Arrd comingbackwillbe easyforFHRAers. Accord-
hg to proiect architect David Haggerty the ddveway
you see on the Franklin side is "just an entrance...that's
for the people from Franklin Hills to be able to enter."
Thanks...

IHE OVERVIEW-WINTER 1 998
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Continued from pa8e I

LIBRARY
OPENING

On Ocrober 27 ,1998, David Moss,
President of Friends of Los Feliz Branch
Library, along with Marilyn Bush of Los
Fellz Improvement Association and
Charley Mims of the Franklin Hills
Residents Association met with
Councilmember, John Ferraro, mem-
bers of his staff, andLucyMcCoy,Presi-
dent of the Los Angeles Library Com-
mission to discuss the opening of our
library. Leaders of oui community have
been meeting to decide how o support
canbestbe generated for our library. A
committee chaired by David Moss has
agreed to host a pre-openirg fundra iser
at ihe library to show the commitment
of a1l the neighbors toward the success
of the Los Feliz Branch Library. John
Ferraro stated his strong suPPort for
our communities' effort to support our
new library arrd to work with us and
the Library Department to make our
fundraiser and the library opening a
premier community event for 19991
Lucy McCoy pledged to workwith our
committee to make the opening a com-
munity event.

We plan on an opening on a Sun-
day in early february, with a preview
fundraising dimer the Saturday night
befirre the opening. Marilyn Bush has
volunteered to head the fundraiser sub-
committee and will need all of our sup-
port throughout the community to as-
sure its success. So save your post holi-
day dollars for a grand local cause.
From our comfortable families to those
of uswho are struggling financially, our
librarybrings us all together. The open-
ing will be a great time to once more
.demonstrate our commitment to sup-
porting a great local library, our own
Los Feliz Branch!We will have another
subcommi l tee to p lan our  opening
Please contact the FHRA Hotline to
volunteer your help and expertise. Our
own Don Waldrop has volunteered to
work on the committee and, as a re-
minder, Don chaired our wildly suc-
cessful Shakespeare Bridge re-opening!
So expect another great time at this
major community event early in 1999.
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(editorial)

by Dave Hall.

The Los Feliz area has been blessed with a number of new restaurants
within the last year or so -- too many for this reviewer to visit without a real
bankroll like the one provided by the L.A. Times for its restaurant reviewer.
(hint, hint.)

Normally when restaurants are reviewed they are visited numerous
times, so that one bad day doesn't spoll a restaurant's reputation. However/
in this case, even though I have specialized only on the newer restaurants of
Hillhurst and Vermont Avenues, this was impossible. Therefore, I want to
give a preliminary review of the few new restaurants that I was able to get to
multiple times and then just list the important information on some of the
other ones. This is by no means a complete listing of all the new restaurants
inthe area and the reader should keep in mind that there are many really fine
ones that have been here for years and are wonderful to visit.

Listed in alphabetical order:
Caf6 Los Feliz- (323) 664-71.1.1.2118 Hillhurst Avenue, whereLa Conversation once was. Offering Armenian

specialties, sandwiches, French pastries, custom-made cakes. They open for lunch at 11 am. Brunch on the week-
ends, breakfast everv dav. Limited seating with indoors and sidewalk tables.

The Coffee Bean - 2281' Hillhurst Avenue. (323) 913-
3457. Another in the well-known chain, excellent the main
competitor to Starbucks. The Coffee Bean stocks an interest-
ing range ofcoffees, takeouts & sweets. A large outdoor seat-
ing area with umbrella;. a great meeting place! OpenM-F at
6:30 am, Sat-Sun at7:00. CloseM-Th. at 11, F-Satat 12am, Sun
at 11.

The Electric Lotus - 4656 Franklin Ave., next to the
Seven-Eleven. (323) 953-0040. Finally, an Indian restaurant
tocall our own, featuring delicious northern Indian food,
carefully prepared. Its location, at Vermont and Franklin,
makes it perfect for a pre-movie meal. A little noisy, with
Indian pop/rock playing on a hi-fi, it {eatures booth seating
in a storefront ambiance, excellent service and, wonderful

rooo.

Home Los Feliz - 1760 Hillhurst Avenue. (323) 655-HOME. Fax:
(323) 669-0241. With its arching sign, proclaiming "There's No Place
Like Home," this new restaurant has great potential. Arguably the
place with the most beautiful and inviting outdoor patio, Home has
extensive menus for breakfast (18+ dishes) and lunch (20 dishes plus
salads) but, as of this writing, has added only a few specials to fill out
the menu for dinner. The vegetarianburrito is excellent as are the wraps
and the omelettes. The front patio has about 20 tables and there are a
smaller number of tables in the redecorated interior dining room. An
interesting idea is the TV room, with the plush sofa and lamps, which
makes waiting for a table more than bearable.

Unfortunately, Home has a major flaw that seems tobe unaddressed at this writing. The onlynon-smoking
area is indoors, and aftei this writer finished his meals on the patio, he left feeling as if he had smoked an entire

ROUNDUP OF RECENT RESTAURANTS
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pack of cigarettes during the meal! Upon inquiry, he
was told that there were no plans to reserve a part of
the patio area for non-smokers, banishing thern to eat-
ing indoors only. It appears that Home has strong ap-
peal to the adamant smoking crowd and that many of
its owners and staffare active smokers. If inhaline sec-
ond -ha nd smoke whi le you eat doesn' t  appea I  toyou,
Home is not for you. But it provides a wonderful, to-
tally unrestricted play space {or smokers.

The Mustard Seed Caf6 - 1948 Hillhurst Av-
enue. (323) 660-0670. This is an excellent little caf6with
both indoor and sidewalk seating, a fine menu that
includes takeout, and careful, friendlv service. The
menu includes interesting salads and entrees, with
some vegetarian dishes as well as unusual meat dishes
and some wonderful desserts. The food ranges from a
Chipotle Chicken Wrap through Chicken Quesadillas
to a lovely Gri l led Vegetar ian Sandwich, wi th
Portobello mushrooms. Open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner (8 am to 8 pm, Sundays til5 pm), although one
night we arrived at 7pm and they were closing.A great
place for a relaxing, delicious meal.

More to come, next issue.

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Thank you far your patronage
and support during 1998.
It is always my pleasure to

serve you. Let's work together
again in 1999,

Your Premier Franklin Hills Realtor,
Robert Kalin

Robert Kalin
323.665,6532

1lD8 Listings and &�la:
3928 Clayton , 2A21 Hoilf ista . 3811 Clayton

3918 Delongpre , 1fl2 Michehoretn , 1721 Sanborn
85a S. Highland , 2662 llronholly Drive . 17t 5 Isabel

19ffi Wclch Place . 4310 Ctdarhurst Circle , | 27 &tuth lane
I 707 Micheltorena, #208 . 2257 &rl . i7 I 0 llrilliant Dive

1776 Griffth Park Blyd., #5 , 1716 Westerly Terrace
4567 Mont EagJe Place . 2IM Roselin Place

2306 K.nih,orth , 1701 Clinton, #204
your addres here...
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"EfrkHtPers'
Each work day,I walk to the

bus stop at Franklin arrd Hillhurst
around 6:15 am. As I walk, I arn sad-
dened and appalled at the number
of posters of missing pets and at the
number of pets sitting on the street
as I go along. This is a very danger-
ous practice!

Please, please, if you love
your pets at all, make them stay in at
night, even if they rant, rave, or cry
to go out. They will soon get over it.
Lately I have see coyotes walling
boldly down the street at this early
hour. Now I personally have noth-
ingagainstcoyotesbutl'msurenone
of you wants to see your little dar-
lingsbeingmade the maincourse for
friend coyote, so keep your pets inl

As I say, they'll rant and carry
onbut listen, put up with it.It won't
be that long and you'll know where
they are and you'llhave them around
for a lot longer.

r

i

Chris's Critter Care
o

Professional house .rr-rcl pet sitt i l lg
I

clogs cats lto:ses

LxDer ienc€d Pg Zl3/  5O4'O Zl  I

r.i"."".". .'t. f23/665'6 t43

Your hand @r $tuh ar \)]:N. come er\ioy
the foor ofthe Hill. A- :Ay 

- 
our conrenienl serrice.

Frunklin Hills Speciat:
$2.u ofrfor
Fruak l i , t  H i lh  Rcr ided^  <- f f i ,?  Yourcar  u i l l  thank

AMERICAN EAGLE
1821 Hyperion (at F€mwood) 1323) 66s-2470
Franklin Hills Ooen?davsaweek

OPEN DAILY 11 :00 a.m.
CLOSED TUESDAYS

PALERIVTO
R I S T O R A N T E  I T A T I A N O

Ediiious ltqIi4n Cuisbc IntIIte O[d'Wm[6 Arolition

Reserve our banquet room for your party

18s8 N.VERMONT AVENUE, LOS ANGELES (323) 663-1178

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
HOME DELIVERY

and 663-1430
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This article ftom the Southern Sierrnn was brought to us by

Franklin Hills resident Daaid Campbell , who also abridged it for
use, with permission, by the Oaeraiew

WHERE DOES IT ALL GO?
By Len Mindes,

abridged from the
Southem Sierran, December 1998

Since September 1997, the Big Blue containers have raised
the collection rate of L.A.'s recyclables from 6% in the yellow
bins to 20%.

Are you puzzled as to what happens to the mixed mate-
rial inthebluebins? They are dumped onto ahugeconveyor
belt at material recovery facility (MRF) contractors where
workers sort the material into Piles of aluminum, papei,
plastic, etc.

The MRF's pay the city only $5 to $15 per ton versus up
to $30 per ton if the materials were pre-sorted It is imPortant
that we don't place non-recyclables into the blue bins be-
cause the price drops if a particular load has too many un-
recyclable items.

Because most of us have tripled the amount of garbage
we recycle, more materials are diverted from scarce landfills
and dumping fees are significantly reduced. Also, truckscan
unload twice as many blue bins in a day as yellow bins. The
former $2 million per year loss to scavengers has also fallen.

Market demand for recyclables is increasing. A paper
mill in Pomona produces newspdnt using 100% recycled
DaDer.

The program is part an environmental program and part
an economic program. The future economic possibilities lie
in resident participation, resident education-an awareness
of what materials may be recycled-and whether market
demand can be increased.

COMPTBTT GARDBNING SBRITCBS
Jesus Sanchez, Gardener

(323) 660-2413
Franklin Hills Ref

ALLOWED

. Clean dry paper: computer, ledger, wrapping, art and
craft paper, unwanted mail, fliers, telephone books,
note cards,newspaper,blueprints, magazines, file fold-
ers, paper bags, Post-It notes, catalogs, and all enve-
lopes.

o *Cardboard boxes and cartons: cereal, tissue, beer, dry
food,{rozenfood,shoe and detergent, corrugatedboxes
tom apart arrd flattened, and paper/toilet rolls.

. *Metal and aluminum cans: rinsed juice, soup, pet
food, empty paint arld aerosol cans with plastic caps
removed.

o *Glass bottles and jars: rinsed soda, wine, beer spa-
ghetti sauce and pickle jars, etc.

. "Plastic bottles: rinsed soda, juice, detergent bleach,
shampoo, lotion, mouthwash, dish washing liquid
bottles, etc. Plastic milk jugs.

NOTALLOWED

. Wet paper: all wet paper and paper with food waste.

. Broken glass: light bu1bs, glass bottles, jars, etc.

. *Other plastic, p.lnsljs-bag5, Plastic tubs for margarire
or yogurt- frozen dinner trays, hangers, toys, etc.

e Other: coated milk cartons, aluminum foil, electric
cords, cloth, PVC, wood, Styrofoam, wire hangers,
asphalt or concrete, hose, tires, appliances, mini blinds,
etc.

I *Hazardous materials: syringes, allpartiallyfilled aero-
sol carrs and containers for cleaning fluids, auto fluids,
batteries, pesticides, oil based paint, garden and pool
chemicals.

DISCOANT MEDICAL
PIIARMAU

mastin-vrmceflansaccep@n
free delhtery inlrcalarea

(3231 661-8366
2716 criffrtlr Park Boulevard

Los Angeles.'CA9OO2T
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KING MIDDLE SCHOOL REGAINS ITS ORIGINAL STYLE
By Mary Rodriguez

In an institution of learning
it is important to feed the heart and the soul as weII as the mind'

ing with us on the courtyard proiect and will need to begin
with a site plan of the area which the 8th grade math class will
help draw.

Neighbors from the surrounding community of Silver Lake
will help by propagating specific drought tolerant plants for
use in the front of the school as well as the courtyard area. The
science classes will be assisting with the plant propagation and
have already begun a garden of their own.

On November 18th the Los Angeles Conservation Corps
came to KingMiddle Schoolwith 19 trees (Magnolia and Crape
Myrtle) and together with the 6th grade classrooms they will
plant them around the perimeter of the school including Bates
Ave.. Sunset Drive, Manzanita Street and Fountain Avenue.
Franklin Hills Residents Association provided drinks and
snacks for those studenis participating. The 6th grade classes
are committed to watering the new trees every week for the
remainder of the school year. At that time a program wili need
to be set up with the students and the surrounding community
to continue watering the trees for the first year of iheir new life.

If you are interested in helping with this proiect in arry way
please do not hesitate to call. Volunteering your time and labor
is crucial to our receiving the full $5000.00. We are open to any
ideas orsuggestions that you might have. Please contact Mary
Ro drigtez, (323) 6 61--6366.

Mary Rodriguez is a commu ity actioist, a board merflber of the Los
Feliz lfiproaement Associatiotl, the Community-Police Adaisory Boa of
Northeast Divisian, and acts as a liaison betwem LFIA and FHRA.

Parents, teachers, administration, surrounding asso-
ciations and neighborhood watch groups are currently
engaged in making Thomas Starr King Middle School a
better place of education by involving the students and
the community in a re-landscape project to help beautify
a once pristine campus. King was built in 1926, but it was
razed in the 1960's and rebuilt without leaving much of
the original design, architecture or beauty.

But in the mid-courtyard area there are remnants of
another tine in King Middle School's history: a beautiful
tiled fountain in colors of yellow, orange, turquoise and
royal blue with figures reminiscent of Maxfield Parrish
and a circa 1936 \AtrPA statue of an Indian Chief appropri-
ately called "Vanishing Race" by artist Djey el Diey. We
propose to restore these obiects and the grounds that sur-
round them so that they may once again restore the spirit
of the school and become a source of pride for the neigh-
borhood.

Thomas Starr Khg Middle School and Los Feliz Im-
provement Association have been awarded a grant from
the city of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works for
$5000.00 through the Neighborhood Matching Fund Grant
Prograrn. This money will begin ow proiect by re-land-
scapihg the front of the school on Fountain Avenue at
Myra, and the back of the school on Sunset Drive. But to
complete the mid-courtyard area itwill take approximately
$25,000.00. Landscape Architect Mia Lehrer willbe work-

Since 1919

O RESIIDE\TTIAL&COMMMGIAL
. 24I HOIIR EVIffiGE\TCY S|MVICE

Mention this ad at time of call
and receive $lo discount

(323) 66,4-29-96
Contra.Gtors License Number2 a55622
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For any readers who may have joined us recently, C-PABs
exist in every station of LAPD. The board membership is
made up of persons representing communities, business or-
ganizations, or other neighborhood entities. C-PAB is not a

suppod group for the police, although members are likely to
be aware of, and therefore empathize with, the problems and
stresses ofpolice work. The purpose of C-PAB is an exchange
of inlormation between the police and the community, arld
among the several commudties of the division; and attemPt-
ing to fild solutions to problems which are of conceln to all.

]4bqq!ig!: reproduced here on this Page is a portion of a
crime alalysis map. These are discussed at each CPAB meet-
ing. Themost recent meeting was in November and the cdme
report available then covered November 1 to 9. In all of
Northeast that report showed 8 robberies and 3sexcrimes,14
Aggravated Assault, 35 Grand Theft Auto (always the crime
of choice: Hondas and Toyotas are primo), Burglary Theft
From Vehicle: 34, Burglary 15, arrd no homicides. One rob-
bery occurred on the border between FH and Silver Lake, all
else was elsewhere in the division. During the two years that
I have had the opportutity to see these maps the numbers
have been steadily declining, here on our hill and throughout
the area.

AttemptedSolutions: FranklinHills, Los Feliz,Atwaterand
Silver Lake have been concemed for some time with business

illegally operating on Hyperion (violation of Building & Safety regula-
tions, no business licenses, no certificate of occupancy, in violation of
zoning ordinances, causing severe parking problems due to lack of
parking f or customers, confrontations and assalrlts against residents.) The

community has provided a great abundance of anecdotal testimony, the

police have tried to deal with the traffic and parking problems, and the
cases have gone to vadous courts on various occasions. Lastweheard, the
business ovmers were claiming exemption because they were offering

14

A portlon or a F.A.s.l.K.A.u maP or Nonn Dasr qtvlslon. rranKru
Hills is in the area oudined by a dotted line-nearly all of 1143 & a
comer of 1152. (Basic Car area 1143 is SLO Al Polhonki and 1152
SLO Sam Salazar.) Note Griffeth Park at upper left, Silver Lake just

east of Franklin Hills, Atwater in the north center. The map of NE
division would fill this entire page. This map represents one week,
from l0-18-98 to 10-24-98, & shows all tracked cdme dudng that

rcNDAS
reTRIC

SERVII{6 FRATIKLIN IIITLS AND LOS FELVrctr,42 YEARS

Residentiol ond Commerciol ' 24-hour Emergency Service

c32g.) 661-352s
Coniroctors License Number: 504624
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continr€d fiom paSe 13 C-PAB
sexual therapy; or else that they are hotels/motels, and the city
attorney's office was atlong lastbeginlring to file civil and criminal
cases.

Cooperation: Another citizens' olSanization is B.L E.N.D.,busi-
ness people and residents supporting N. E.. On November 13 of
this year all police divisions celebrated Police APPreciation Day.
At N.E. several C-PAB members were happy to join with BLEND
to make the day successful. Blue ribbon bows were provided by
Lucy Spurgeon for everyone, and all the neighborhoods were
decorated. Shirley Newland put uP the bows for Franklin Hills
(two of them vanished). At each change of watch during the day
membels were at the station to serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
to the officers coming on and going offwatch. At dinner time there
was an impressive display of casseroles, hot dogs, han-rburgers,
sandwiches, salads, chile and wonderfully gooey desserts, do-
nated by businesses or brought by individuals. One oJficer was
heard to say that dinier was usually something scarfed down in
the car en route to somewhere. Both the officers and the servers
enjoyed the day. This in an annual event, and any number of
volunteers would be welcome next year to bring food and serve

Ho1rylryt, TMU{ICS
FRANKLINHILLS'O\AAJ

T\?ESETTING & DESIGN STI-,'DIO

Letterheads . Business Cards . Flyers
. O1d Photo Scanning & Retouching

( r t ' > \  A A t - , t t ' t , t

0ver 16,000 Videos
Laser disc rentats

Dvd rentats
2 for 1 days

Hard to find titles

2728 Griffith Park Btvd
(323) 663-5857

r 4 -
, Conrinled frum n.2+ CANDLE..

Aftican-American neighborhood with a very well known congress-
woman, and it was like walking through Boston with a Kennedy!

The vortex gathers ever growing energy until it comes to a
head on election weekend (Fdday through Monday) with people
getting sometimesno sleep atall. You've done all you can, perhaps
more than that, and election day is spent calling for a terrible num-
ber ofhours, urging potential voters to dojust that. Thank god!It's
8 pm; the polls areclosed and it's all over...sortof. ThePartiesbegin
in a hotel here or a campaign office there where vast arrays offood
and ddnk seem to appear out of the blue and utter exhaustion is
forgotten. Bladng TVs add to the noise and excitement, speeches
are made, a sea ofpeoplehug and laugh inPentuP emotion. Some
races can be forecast fairly quickly, but the close ones are the nail
biters with cheers growing, or not, as more results come in lf your
candidate looks to be a winner, the energy level continues. If the
results aren't clear, around midnight what little spunk you have
left is slipping away but with hope still lingering.

By that time a few ofstaff/close associates knew that our man
would lose. Walking through the still numerous, loudly hopeful
merrymakers while trying to look at all cheerful was almost sur-
real. Theywould leam soon enough.I don't know about the heart-
break of psoriasis, but I can sure tell you about the heartbreak of
defeat. It lingers... Though I cannot say that I'd recommend such
anexperiencetomostpeople, and it's one that I don't think I would,/
could repeat, itwas mostcertainly ahighlightin my life.Ihaveno
regrets and I was most definitely a part of the process. Now I
understand what DorothyParker meant about your candle buming
at both ends. Indeed! But I must tell you...my wick is wasted.

No wait No Hassle Holiday Shipping

BoxR
R11Yae a

BROTHERS,
o A full lineof moving &shipping boxes & supplies

o Custom crating & packaging specialists

. We package & ship computers, glassware,
art & all furniture

. Storc hours: Mon-Fri9{;SatlGs Sun: 11-3

Authorized UPS & FedX station.

1954 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Feliz, CA 90027

(opposite Cal Fed Bank)

(323) 662-e000
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A YEAR TO C}IEER
By Bruce Carroll

l{o[i {ay t i ne s...goo{wi[[...good cfi e e r,

for fran(lin l{i[k a pretty goof year

Ow fi|rary 6ui[ding...near[y tfirougf1.

Our  6 r idge is  6ac( . .6e t te r  t l i on  new

'Ilfii[e re&[ estate's up...our crtme is

fown,

EI 9t$nos gone anr{ ue di[n't [roun

It's time to say, "tfranfu otf 98'

As ue set q6out to ce[ebrate..,

Christmas, Kuanzaa, 1{anu(1g.fi ...may

tliey a[[

hale meating |eyonf the sfiopping

maf[.

'Ilftatezter your re[igious sign,..

Let us pray /or peace in 99

SusAppruToN
Your Franklin Hills Expert

S}-year Resident

323 .671. 1200 uxr 233
1714 H .r-HURsT Avu.,iLE, Lcr6 ANcILls, CA 90027

BAYLESS
CIIEVRON SERVICE

Dappy fiolidays fo our lriends in Franhlin Qills
lrom Xohn and the er€w

L869 N. Hillhurst Avenue (at Franklin)

665-9837
Oouurunity Qowgnter

/ VTehrktt.t

/ Q,ry,aot 1ffi
/,ctyu' b€tz
{  X,r i tat io,s \g- , i
/ OkrLDtu qft.fi", O4,k 

\J '/

t bt4t,e$ Crrt^s
,/ 711e""s
/ z*u Ek*

w"
t i i !

.Aite'l a,,l tyfer.t

"rrslrtt.t eatol ljkinnet
/goi lltllylitta A,|4

Ld',4"5./a' e.4 aooa

(iATIY SIT,K

EfAl\ID'gII!ltITI

'3EX-A64*-9G39

gi attrJr#flllc{D*ol-earrr

EASTSIDE RECORDS
C D S . T A P E S . L P s

B I - I [ . S E L L . T R A D E

|8f  3  Hi f fhurs tAvenue 323.913-746,
Los Angefes, CA 90027 Fax 323 .9a3-7463
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Rescuing a Feathered
Friend Means Doing Very

Little
by Mf Levine

Summer is here, and Franklin Hills' birds are rear-
ing their crop of nestlings. If one of these dorvny
babies shows up in your yard without its parents, you
will be faced with the quandary of what to do.

This morning I was awakened by loud squawking
coming from the living room-my cat had brought
home ibaby mockingbird. Amid much hissing,I took
possession of the bird.

Once "Skinny" (named for her legs) was safely shut
away from the cat, I looked around outside to see if I
could locate the parents or the nest, but to no avail. I
tried to give her iome cat food, but she wouldn't take
it. I iried water with the same result. She seemed to
alternate between exhaustion and hysteria.

I called the SPCA, who said they wouid send some-
one to pick her up as soon as Possible. 

"But what do I
do in the meantime," I asked. They referred me to a
woman named Diane, whose mission is to rescue

birds. Diane's advice: Do as little as possible.

"Keep the little guy warm, dark, and quiet," she
said. She cautioned against hying to feed it. "A bird's
airwav is verv close to the front ofits beak, notback in
its ihroat like other animals.It could aspirate anything
vou manage to get into it," she advised. Besides, the
chance of It bei-ig the right food for the bird is very
remote.

I had done everything wrong to that Point, but
Skinnv was siill with us. I put her in a small box lined
with ioft tissue. I cut holei in the box top and settled
her in. In about an hour a crisply uniformed man
arrived to take her.

I asked the officer what would happennext. He said
someonewould examine her to make sure shewasnot
injured. Then a rescue place might take her and raise
her until she could f|y away.If not, she would prob-
ably be put to sleep. Sad, but a better end than being
torn apart by a cat.

The numbers to call should you find a 1itt1e feathered
stranger in your back yard are:

The SPCA shelter for this area is 323 / 485-5765.
Diane is at 818 /353-9414.

Entrust Your
Franklin Hills Home
to the Right Team

25 Ye ar s of Cambined E rp er tence
Top Flight Negotittion Skills

Smmless Seruice

Par Hanrus &
Iulv 0nosHtur

323 ,671,. 1200
1714 HTLLHUR5T AwNrr. Lr ANcnrs, CA 90027
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T he Ov e rv iew w e lc ome s submi s s i on s .from rc ad e rs,
whether in the fom of personal essays or stories-such
as the story on the previous page-or expressiotts o;f
concern such as the letter and article whichJblktws.
Please address your contibutions to:

Editor The Ot erview
PO Box 29122

' Los Angeles Calfomia 90029

Dear Editor,

I am representing a new neighborhood group
that has formed to help combat the excessive
yelling and screaming noise from LILA School.
A petition is now circulating, and a number of
neighboring families have already signed it. I
would greatly appreciate if you could inciude
the following article in the next edition of "Over-

view" to help lend more support to this cause to
improve our neighborhood. The presence of the
article may not only help to increase the number
of the petition signatures, but it may also help to
spur the school officials to some positive action.

Sincerely,
j. Alan Jones, Chairperson

Franklin Hills Noise Abatement Group

Anyone with an interest in
lhis issue is encouraged to call
or write Mr. lones. His address
and phone are appended to his
article in the next column

LILA School Noise
A neighborhood group, known as the Franklin Hills

Noise Abatement Group, has formed to specifically target
the excessive noise problerns from the private, French-speak-
ing Lycde International de Los Angeles (LILA)school ai4155
Russell, adjacent to ABC TV. Although residents have com-
plained about the loud yelling and screaming during inter-
mittent playground recreation periods, school of f icials have
refused to make any improvements. Of all the local schools,
including Franklin Avenue Elementary School, KingJunior
High School, and Marshall High School, only LILA School
(Kindergarten to 12th grade)condones this type ofloudyell-
ing and screaming during their intermittent recreation peri-
ods.Ifyouhave been adversely affectedby this noise, please
signthe*petit ionbelowandforwardittotheaddressshown.
The purpose of the petition, as suggested by LA City Coun-
cilman Johrr Ferraro's office, is to convince the school admin-
istration to\.oluntarily reduce noise and to be abetterneigh-
bor, vvhile encouraging the students to enioy recreation pe-
riods in the same reasonable manner as all the other local
schools.

Pleasefeel freetomake additional comments. A number
of petitions, already received, have also cornplained of the
litterproblem and disgraceful trailerpark atmosphere of the
school yard.

J. Alan Jones
Franklin Hills Noise Abatement Group
PO Box 292376
Los Angeles, CA,90029 (323) 663-0920
" Petitions nre aanilnbe faoffi Mr. Iones

srNcE t959 YOUNGS TROPICAL FISH r0% oFf wllu tl s AD

FRESFI WATER & MARINE FTSFI

AQ.LIARIUM SUPPLIES&SIRV ICE

S'l ORE HOURS
MON FRI 12 6'30
srff lr 6: suN 12 4
39 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN TIIE BLISINESS

1953 7, HTLLHURST AVENUE

rOI)S ANGELES, CA 9OO27
(323) 663 5665 (Los rrlrz AREA)
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MORE ON KISS AND GO
OR

IS THERE LIFE AFTER MTA?
BY MARCELLE ZONTA

In the preVious issue of The Overview,

we discussed trying to get some form of trans-

portation from our neighborhood to our new

subway station (at Vermont andSunset)when

it opens in 1999-since there is no parking

planned. The Los Angeles Department of

Transportation (LADOT) will be providing

transportation to the subway via a DASH bus

similar to the ones that traverse downtown Los

Angeles. The route shown (at the left) was

reached by consensus at our general meeting

in July.
This is, however, a work in Progress.

The stops have yet to be put in place, so if you

have any preferences on which corner you

would find most convenient, iust call the FHRA

Hot Line, and I will forward your ideas to Mike

Griffin of LADOT, who is now our contact

person. Of course, money, the old bugaboo,

rears its uglyhead as to the timing of thebuses

RELIVE THE
MOMENT...

ENIOY THE VIDEOTAPE OF
THE REOPENING OF THE
SHAKESPEARE BRIDGE

ENJOY THE BAND_THE
DANCERS_THE CROWD-
THE CTORIOUS WEATHER

oNtY $15 A COPY -
THT TIRST ON YOUR BLOCK TO
CALL THE HOTLINE AT

664 -7247

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE
Best lUishes For tho Holidog Sooson!

24 Hour emergency service ' Auto lock specialists ' Locks installed
Combinations changed ' Master Keying ' gss;6..1ia1 r Commercial

1856 N. Vermont Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue
663-83sL

ITIT
I T
l l r

IRRIEL TRB
2 l20  H i l lhurs t  Rvcnue
Los Rngelss, (R t0027

(323) 660-q8r1
r!urirr. trovcl loblo(OM

Coll Us For fi l l
Your T rovcl ncads.
€ njog thc LuxurY

of Ful l  Serv ice
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and the number of them on the routes. Most of us
dailybus/subway riders wantonly two things: that
the bus show up on time, not di11y-da1ly along the
way, and that it gets us there in plenty of time to
catch our train. We don't like getting down the es-
calator only to see our trainmerrily tootling off into
the distance.

PROGRESS REPORT ON
THE VERMONT.SUNSET STATION:

If you use the Metro these days, you will
have seen a sign announcing that the Ho11)'r,vood
section of the Red Linewillbe openinginMay 1999.
That's about six months from now. So far the pic-
ture stands like this:

The main stationbox is complete (this means
roof, top,. bottom & sides). Side structures and the

main entrance are almost complete. The curb, gutter
and bus pad are completed at the North station en-
trance. Bus pad, curb and gutter have been placed at
the south blast relief shaft.

ARCI{ITECTURAL FINISHESI
Platform and edge pavers are complete. Floor

t i le,  wal l  and cei l ing panels are in progress.

CONSTBUCTION PROGRESS:
Ceiling panels installation is in progress. Plat-

form entrances are nearly completed. Main entrance is
to grade with backfill near completion. Leak repairs
are in progress. Escalator trusses have been installed.
Little by little we make progress, despite everything
that has sone down.
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ALr.sli Lrvdrr

Ro s r :u . l  r r  Low

L !c , \ r  YERtz

Rol  r  nr  R^:r  r r  r

I )  rvnt  R.ryro

C r r r r s r r x r  R r c c l

G, l  r l  Ror t r r  s

Crrs.qr  S,rxcnrz

Lorn. r  S lorN

Jr . r r  S r .o  xsx. r

B  n r : r o  x  S r r r r n
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. f  or r  l in  r r rz
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I929 Nor th  Hi l lhurs t  Avenue

Bgvnnu I lrlr.s Pqlu Snprlcs

Los Angeles, California 90027
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Los Fi L rz Strssu Srrrr
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Los Feliz Community Police Center
has re-located to 1965 Hillhurst on the
second floor of California Federal Bank.
They are now seeking volunteers to staff the
center Monday through Friday between 9
A.M. and 5 P.M. Hours of service for indi-
vidual volunteers can be flexible-you may
volunteer for as much time as is convenient
for you. Here is a great opportunity to serve
your conununity-how often have you
heard people say that they wish the Center
were open longer hours? Also,you have an
opportunity to meet and become acquainted
with more of our neighbors. Training will be
available to all volunteers.

Please contact Officer Rita Vallejo, Com-
munity Relations Office, Northeast Division
at (323\ 485-2548.

JoE To GO
COFFEE SERVICE

CUSTOM GROUND COFFEES
DELIYERED TO YOUR DOOR

I  9 4 7 I l 1  H I L L H U R S T  A V E N U E ,  L O S  F E L I Z ,  C A  9 0 0 2 7
P H O N E :  6 6 4 - 7 2 0 0 ;  F A x :  5 5 4 1 -  l  1 6 7

Eileen Moreno
YourNeighborhood

Sellins The Franklin Hills
4.,,

Since I97 6

Fred Sands Realtors
1932 HillhurstAvenue o Los Anseles C1.90027

(323) 668-7 600



TWINKLE
TWINKLE LITTLE

BRIDGE
By Bruce Carroll

Had any bright ideas
lately...aboutholidaylights for the
Shakespeare Bridge? That's what
the FHRA asked artstudents who
study at the LILA camPus just
below the bridge's dramatrc
arches. Their close coNNscrroN to
thebridge, we hope, will ENERGIZE
them to cENERATE urulnNt plans
to swrrcn the bridge from its cun-
RrNr look into wAfi we hoPe will
become a clowtNc holiday tradi-
tion, a sHININc example and a Pow-
unnur- symbol of how the bridge
manages to nusr both urILIrY and
beauty. So far there has been no
REsrsrANcE to the plan...no one has
asked, "wIRE you doing this."

Th is  idea tha t  had long l in -
gered as an impossible dream
moved to the realm of realitY
when the city announced Plans to
reconstruct the bridge. Long be-
fore the jack hammers and cement
trucks began their work last Year
the FHRA asked city engineers to
work on including electricai out-
lets so that we could dress uP our
eight turreted treasure to compete
with Rudolph each holiday sea-
son.

As this issue of the Overview
goes topress Precise Plans foriust
how we hang the lights have not
been finalized...but one thing is
sure...we'll try not to get the kind
of lights where if one bulb goes
out the whole string goes dark.

E
t t
* g

(Above) an editorial attempt to convey, through the magic of

Photoshop, what the bridge may look like in December and January.

Strings of plain white lights will come down from the point of each

tower, and each pair of towers will be linked by a wire from which

small "icicles" of lights will glitter. Major question: who's going to

ride the cherry picker to put them up?

SAYCHEE,SE,

Your neighborhood source for gourmet entertaining.
holiday gifts, and personalized gourmet baskets.

2800 Hyperion Avenue o Silver Lake
323.665-0545 . Fax 323.665-6465

gourmet store
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the bridge and whatever else you can
find. . . .A modest suggestion

By Carol  Sk inner

As we await the holiday season, Franklin Hills
anticipates seeing our bridge outlined with festive
lights for the firsttime in its history. Many residents
have long been accustomed to using light and color
to decorate theirhomes in the lastweeks of the year;
providing a view for the neighbors to the east and
west; iust as they are usually a part of our view.
Wouldn't it be fun to decorate other features of our
beloved community?

the imaginative
space on which

resident a mov-
to create some-

FRANKTIN HIt tS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 29122, LOS ANGELES, CA 9OO29 

[ Nrw

TEL (H)

DATE E nrNew,qr

NAME

ADDRESS

l'm willing to help in: EPlanning lZoning Ecraffiti ECrime/Safety Etraffic E Library E Newsletter prod.

E Historic Preservation E Environmental E Parks [Cangs ETutoring E public Relations E,lac-rv E legal

E Telephone t ree I  Membership E Beaut i f icat ion E DisasterPrepf l  o ther

DUES are $ 20.00 per couple or $.10.00 per person; AMOUNT ENCLoSED: E$ t  o E$uo E $so E ott 'er$

TEL(W)

I
I
I
I Larger contributions are extremely welcome. Thank you for loining FHRA!

For openers, consider the 1arge, vividly colorful
containers which the city has so generously given
us. They offer to
able and vadable
thing new and exciting. They are certainly out and
visible- for good reason. (I tried to take the blue
can up my driveway one day not long after it
arrived, and it ran over me.) Lining them up bravely
along the driveway one might try for a traditional
effect, with wreaths, or perhaps candles or
luminariasbalanced on the toos. Persons with more
advanced a rt ist ic ski l ls should have ample space to
paint scenes or designs of their own devising.

That being in hand, 1et us move on to other
opportunities. The stairways could be turned into
arbors, with appropriate symbolic decor on the
landings. Our street lights are decorative enough as

they are (Bad cess to those who would stick us
with cobras! May they spend eternity driving
the 605 behind an SUV.)

We may not have sidewalks, but we at least
have curbs, and those who have refused to pony
up a $20.00 ransom have blank curbs. Smaller
children mightbe given an opportunity to create
tiny murais winding down our streets. What
about costuming the critters who share the hill
with us? If your Yorkie looks adorable in a little
angel outfit, think what it would do for the
handsome coyotes who live on Hollyvista! The
skunks would make fine Dickens characters in
bonnets, shawls and overcoats; but I just don't
know what we can do with the possums. Re-
cruifing the animals tocooperate with this scheme
wiil best be left to the individual residents' cre-
ativity and initiative.

Last, my favorite project. Let's all decorate our
potholes for the holidays! We certainly have
enough of them, and they couid be made to be
quite charming with little lights around the edges.
Silvery duct tape would make attractive bows,
and might even hold the edges together. If the
overall effect succeeds in slowing down traffic a
bit, it may protect the domestic beasts and chil-
dren, and wheel alignment, too.

This is one more opportunity for Franklin Hills
to show the city what we can do when we orga-
nize, committee-ize and set out together to ac-
complish a common goal! Let's go for it!
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A CANDLE HAS TWO ENDS

We in the Franlclin Hills have a grow-
ing reputation for how well we turn out for
an election, the number of us voting always
higher, often by far, than the overall aver-
age. Most of our political involvement cen-
ters alound that voting with a few peoPle
readily offering garage orhome as apolling
place, and a few more spending a very long
election day working at the polling tables.
Every now and then some of us get more
involved dependir.rg on whether a Political
office/headquarters opens up in this area.
Those volunteers phone/walk and "what-

ever" mostly during the last two months of
any campaign. I 've been there, done
that...several too many times I think. But
this year I got fudher involved...up to my
glabella, working on staff for a man that ran
forU.S. Congress. I was askedif Imightlike
to share my thoughts about such an
involvement...on a neutral basis of course.
After a very long eight months, I susPect I
feel more neutered than neutral. Let's see...

By Bob Page

This particular campai8n was straight
forward with neither candidate opposed in
the pdmary, with both oflering clearly differ-
ing stands on most of the issues...a situation
hopefully leading to good dialogue after the
pdmary. But, if strong attitudes and clear clash-
ing of opinions are theheartofa Sood electiory
that heart must, out of necessity, have con-
stanl serum. And the blood of d camPaign is
rnoney. l 'm not swe if this wil l surPri5e any-
one, but it seems that qOoo of a cdmpdign is
pulling the dollars in so that the candidate can
attempt with the little time left to try to reach
the people.

I or the first th ree month' ofou r ca mpaign
our office was in the candidate's home. I was
"the" staff, assisting in calls for contributions,
processing checks, helpinS with the Srowing
scheduling, Boing to the cleaners...what ever
it took to help out...always with a sense ofhu-
mor (though I didn't make many Points when
I called Aaron Spellilg "Adam".

With the primary over, everythingex-
pands, explodes, taking on a vibrancy, arl
urgency all its own. I'm still not sure if we
were running the process or it was driving
us. It never slowed up; it only grew in m-
tensity, excitement exhaustion... and not
always in the calrnest of moods. For the
next four months we were in the mael-
strom. We went ftom the office at home to
two separate office locations and a real staff
with me doing the candidate's scheduling
(I sent him to the wrong location or on the
wrong day  on ly  a  few t imes. . . ) .  I - igh t
phones never ceased ringing, scheduling
(out of necessity) wentbonkers, contribu-
tions flowed in, volunteers grew...high
schoolers, college students, retired folk. A
day went from 7 am until "late"...seven

days a week that, as the election drew
nearer, were not enough.Being such a high-
lighted race, we became a focal Point for
elected officials lrom all ov,qr...locally, Sac-
ramento, and WDC. Ai bne poht I found
myself on a walk through dpredominitely

r Contrhued on page 14
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