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Happy Holidays

by Bruce Carroll

(Wth Santa Claus a comin’ to town,
better let him know our bridg e is down.

Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly.
Re-deck our bridge and we'll be jolly.

Christmas, Hanukkah, or Kwaanza,
this season everyone wants a...

Peaceful world, cured of its ills.
So let’s start here in Franklin Hills...

Wishing Joy to the World...and peace.
May trust and tolerance increase.




by Adam Weissman, President, FHRA

H MY! what a year thishasbeen! For many of you, this
last year started out peacefully and ended up with the
noise of jackhammers and dust swirling about the
bridge. Others have been upset by criminal elements,
only to be surprised by the police making arrests and
apartment owners exercising their power of eviction.
Still others have struggled with city officials regarding quality of life and adult
entertainment establishments along the Hyperion corridor. These three issues
alone have emerged almost simultaneously within Franklin Hills and have often
struggled to become the main course at each monthly Board meeting. As aresult,
the board members often feel stuffed after each meeting, having to consume so
much material and to make so many important decisions which impact us all. For
these efforts and long hours, I would like to personally thank all the members,
past and present, for their hard work.

Through the efforts of the Board, this past year has once again seena great
deal of organizational growth. Following our birthday celebration for the median,
FHRA held its annual Crime/Disaster Meeting. With a packed house, members
were introduced to LAPD Northeast Division personnel and were given a sneak
preview of the bridge retrofit project. In March FHRA co-hosted a City Charter
Candidates Debate at Theatre West, which was moderated by Century Cable
President William Rosendahl. This really boosted Franklin Hills’ image as a con-
structive political action group. In May Thomas Starr King Middle School helped
to host our annual meeting. With over 150 residents in attendance, this was the
largest FHRA meeting to date and provided an open forum for city officials to
present the Shakespeare Bridge Retrofit project. During the summer months we
were present at the Los Feliz Street Fair, where our gallery of photographs (al-
ways available for purchase) was second to none.

The Shakespeare Bridge closure marked an important test of our commu-
nication with both city officials and neighbors alike. Shirley Newland, our lady of
the bridge, has stood sentry in helping mediate parking and traffic problems
associated with the bridge closure and has provided a single point of communi-
cation with city officials to help eliminate confusions or misinformation. Shirley
has worked with the Tracy-Talmadge Block Watch Association, which is part of
the Los Feliz Improvement Association. She provides a strong link between the
FHRA and the LFIA in addressing the impact of the bridge. Her efforts deserve
our gratitude.

In the midst of the noise of the bridge, a stronger focus on crime problems
has been made by the Cumberland Avenue Block Watch Group. Organized by
residents on Cumberland, Myra, Manzanita Avenue and Sunset Drive, they have
recognized crime patterns along their streets which were not being sufficiently
addressed by the LAPD. With the leadership of Rick Gomez and others, they have
worked hard with police officials to place pressure on the points of criminal
activity. This has met with success, and we congratulate them! The Cumberland
group stands out as an example of community organization working towards
quality of life goals. FHRA welcomes the chance to work with the group while
respecting their independence.

On a different side of the Hill, the focus has been on a proliferation of sexual
encounter clubs along Hyperion Avenue. Residents watched as individuals def-

Continued to p. 6
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BRIDGING THE GAP OF COMMUNITY SPIRIT

By Shirley Newland
FHRA Bridge Info Coordinator

UTUMN I5 MY FAVORITE TIME OF THE
year for strolls through the neighborhood. The
airis crisp, the sun is warm, and with skies blown
clear by the winds the views from the hills are

spectacular. Living just three doors from the Shakespeare
Bridge, its span has marked the beginning and end of many of
these pleasant walks. Lately, however, | have had to direct my
walks to other parts of the neighborhood.

Thebridge, builtin 1926, was closed in June 1997 for earth-
quake retrofitting. Progress to date has included removal of
thercadway and railways and reinforcement of the abutments.
Over the next few months the bridge will be rebuilt with stron-
ger support and have the same appearance as the original
architecture. Last [ checked, it is still scheduled te reopen in
March 1998.

At the beginning of the project I volunteered as the con-
tact person for information involving the closure of thebridge.
I figured that as long as 1 was interested in following along
with its progress I would be happy to share this information
with my fellow neighbors who would alse be affected by the
closure. I intreduced myself to the FHRA and was immedi-
ately accepted.

The FHRA is an extraordinary group of people, each
member dedicated to the maintenance and improvement of
our neighborhood, each friendly and sociable. Becoming part
of this group and getting involved with the bridge project has
been a sincere pleasure and given me a sense of belonging in
the community.

I have also had the privilege to work with several mem-
bers of the City. Vince Giron of the Dept. of Transportation
(DOT) has been instrumental in getting necessary signs to
redirect traffic. But, as serious a matter and thought-through
the placement of each sign is, I still get a kick from the “Road
Closed Ahead” sign that stands at the top of Monon, a street
thatdead ends at the base of the brid ge. Officer Carlos Sanchez
and his crew have been quite effective citing trouble spots
along the detour route. Dave Spangler, the inspector on site,
is very knowledgeable and cordial. He has a great concern for
the outcome ef the project and makes sure it is running safely
and according to procedure. And the contractor, Matt
Moetazedi, has been very cooperative and repeatedly says —
graffiti and trailer break-ins aside — how much he enjoys
working in our neighborhoed.

On the day the work began, at 7 a.m. sharp. I was startled
awake —asI’'m sure many othersin the area were —by aloud
boom followed by sounds of heavy metal dragging across the
road. Boom after boom, steel girders were being unloaded off

a truck. When [ called the project manager’s office, Raffi
Massabki answered and was stunned to hear my complaint
(plus, I was cranky from a root canal I had the previous day).
While we were talking and he was assuring me the contractor
knows to keep within noise limits and to work guietly before
9 a.m., another boom echoed through my phone. There was a
long pause in our conversation. At that point Raffi said he’d
take care of the matter right away. And indeed he did. The
noise, whilenecessary, has been tolerable ever since and never
again before 9 a.m.

To one who locks no further than the apparent, image is
everything. Another incident occurred when we were in the
middle of negotiating “No Parking” options on Franklin
Avenue. Fliers were distributed to neighbors in the area stat-
ing that no decision would be made by the City without our
input. The very next day “No Parking “signs went up. At first
glance, my hopes of working in cooperation with the city
became a shattered illusion. Upon further inquiry, it turned
out the contractor had an immediate and temporary need for
access to the street for a procession of cement trucks to pour
concrete into the excavation at the west end of the bridge.
DOT had jumped intohelp by putting up the signs and didn’t
have time to notify us. The day after, the work was done, the
signs were gone. Negotiations continued and with the sup-
port of all involved we have been able to keep parking avail-
able and to keep clear the area for turning around at the bridge.

Aside from these two upsets and a few colorful calls re-
garding the short cut problem on Hazelkirk, the project has
run rather smoothly. The cooperative efforts of everyone in-
volved in this project are outstanding. Individually we are
each contributing our talents toward the restoration of this
grand and beautiful bridge, and together we are working to-
ward one common goal: a great place to live where we all
know each other and share our appreciation through our com-
bined involvement within the community.

Growing up I never lived in a place long enough to estab-
lish any roots. Consequently, when [ moved out on my own
I'hadn't developed a feeling of connectedness to the commu-
nity. As I got older I began to need this sense of community,
and when I moved to Franklin Hills I found it among my
neighbors, the City of Los Angeles, and especially from the
members of the FHRA. My relations with these people has
built a lasting bridge of community spirit that has further
joined me with humanity.

When the Shakespeare Bridge reopens we are planning a
celebration. Everyone will be invited and I will look forward

to seeing you there. .
53 continued to p.10
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DONALD
BOLTON

By Armida Bolton

. The Franklin Hills median is very special to me. Asa
long-term resident of Franklin Hills and a former member of
the FHRA Board of Directors, I have been pleased to be a
participant in an important effort to beautify a part of our
neighborhood. Most of all, I've been pleased that through the
median project my dream of establishing an appropriate
living memorial to celebrate the life of my husband, Donald
R. Bolton, was realized. Before the bridge retrofitting project
closed part of Franklin Avenue, [ madeita pointto drive past
the median every day, noting the changes that were taking
place as the tiny native plants that had been put in the ground
in November of 1995 took hold and flourished. Often, with a
quick glance at my rear-view mirror, I would slow down to
catch a glimpse of “the rock” and the plaque dedicated to
Donald.

The plaque says simply:

This patch of green, once covered with asphalt
and weeds now blooms in memory of
Donald R. Bolton (1932-1991)

Teacher, nature lover, and resident who enjoyed
nothing more than the beauty of Franklin Hills.

I am not sure how Donald would have reacted to being
thesubject of an Overview article or having his name on a
public monument. Although warm and out-going, he was a
very private person who shunned attention.

Donald and I moved to Franklin Hills the summer of
1968, just one year after our marriage. Here, we shared our
lives with six cats and the diverse creatures that also claim

Franklin Hills as their home—bluejays, possum, raccoons,
squirrels, skunks, and others. Donald enj oyed these critters
plus the varied vegetation that covers our hills and loved
living here. Whenever we spoke about the possibility of
moving away, we could never think of a place we might
prefer, so we remained.

Donald, who had been born in Santa Monica and had
lived much of his life near the beach in places like San Diego
and Redondo Beach, quickly adapted to life in the central
city. He soloved this area and the community that when the
opportunity arose to teach at the local high school, he
quickly accepted. He was a public school teacher for 33
years—the last eight in the foreign language department at
John Marshall High School. As an army lieutenant in his
20's, he served his country based not far from the demilita-
rized zone in South Korea. Before that he attended UCLA,
played tennis, and sang in the Methodist Church choir.

At the median dedication ceremony two years ago, I
noted that —because of exploding development and popu-
lation growth—this country paves over an area the size of
Delaware each year.

Donald would probably have been more than a bit
embarrassed over the attention the memorial has given
him, but would have been thrilled that our Franklin Hills
neighbors have done something to reverse the trend of
environmental degradation by converting an asphalt half-
covered eyesore into a lovely island of trees and shrubs.

1 am especially happy that those who knew and loved
him—his family and friends—were able to contribute to-
ward doing this in the memory of Donald R. Bolton.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS

ABANDONED VEHICLES: (800) 222-6366
ABC-TELEVISION:
Security: (310) 557-5354.
CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: (213) 222-7138
COUNCILMAN JOHN FERRARO, 4th District-
(213) 485-3337
Room M-30, City Hall, 200 Spring St., L.A. 90012
DEPT. OF ANIMAL REGULATION: (213)485-5761
Barking Dogs: 222-7138 or 731-8281
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toeilet installation.
(213} 481-5800; (80Q) 722-1122
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater.
(800) 852-9820
Hazardous Waste Hotline (213) 237-1634
Operation Clean Sweep (213) 237-1797
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235.
GRAFFITI :
LAPD-NE Graffiti Cleanup (213) 237-0511
Graffiti Hotline: {213) 485-0511
HOMELESS, Food and Shelter (213) 974-1234
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (213) 913-4710
PARKING ENFORCEMENT: (818) 904-1418
POLICE: 911; Spanish: 485-4333; Astan: 893-8100
Northeast Division, 3353 San Fernando Road, LA 90065:
Main Desk (213) 485-2563
Community Relations: (213) 485-2548
Sr. Lead Officer Richard Kanzaki: 847-3138
Sr. Lead Officer Sam Salazar: 847-3135
RAPE HOTLINE (213) 392-8381
RECYCLING INFO: (800) 773-2489
SANITATION: (213) 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: (800) 303-5267 or 485-3461
STREET MAINTENANCE: (213) 485-5661
SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE: (213) 381-5111
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: (TV Cable) 485-2751
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: {800) 248-9726
TREE TRIMMING (Hazards) 485-5661
WATER & POWER: (800) 722-1122

."'(DOES GRAFFITI BUG YOU?\"'

FHRA NEEDS YOUR HELP in fighting
grafitti in our area. We nced someone to
organize paint outs and people to work.

We provide all materials,

Call the Hotline to volunteer. 664-7247

FRANKLIN FOTOS

As vou have no doubt noticed, the editor of
the Overview has an affinity for photographs
taken in the early years of the Franklin Hills,
Los Feliz and Silver Lake areas. We are trying to
assemble a pictorial history of our district and
would like to hear from anyone with such pho-
tos. If you grew up here, or if your parents built
a house here, or if you inherited some photo-
graphs, please give us a call on the Hotline or
send them to our mailbox.,

We guarantee they will be handled very care-
fully while we have a copy negative made. The
originals will be returned to you in their original
condition. Look for your old photographs and
give us a call!

Disaster Preparedness

FHRA Disaster Preparedness needs to know

about the trained professionals living in our
area. There is a clear need for doctors, nurses
& troined emergency personnel in a disas-
ter. If you are willing to assistin such an event,
please contact the Hotline: 664-7247

W

Please Patronize
"Our" Advertisers

Traveling te other areas to shop is trouble-
some now that the population and troffic have
increased so much.

The businesses that are advertising in this news-
letter are charged the absolute minimum possible od-
vertising fees. Their ads poy for the paper and any
surplus supperts FHRA on-going projects.

Please support our advertisers and
Tell them you saw their
ads in the "Overview."

5 iy
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BLOOMING
IN THE
FRANKLIN HILLS

by Robert Page

I am very much an urban “people”, a city dweller who
took whatever town I was living in for granted. It never came
to mind that I might participate to any real degree, or needed
to, in local government. The reality was that it was too easy
notto. And getting to know, let alone associate withneighbors
was certainly not a given. Before we moved to Franklin Hills
we were living in northeast Palos Verdes where, of course,
wewere considered pariahs...because we did notownahorse!
Community comfort at work, indeed.

In 1975, we became owners of one of the oldest homes on
the hill, a rambling multilevel structure that in many ways
typifies Franklin Hills. Our home was even highlighted in
“Stairway Walks of Los Angeles .” Bragging? Shoot no, not
at all. It was just one of the surprises and pleasures of living
in this area. And one of the great pleasures in knowing that
this really is a special place whether you live on Camero,
perch aside Hollyvista or nest along Lyric.

If you didn’t know how special it was before youbecame
a resident, you certainly should know now. We may be an
island surrounded by the denseness of L.A.’s urban sprawl,
but we are city dwellers. Think about it. In how many other
areas can you so easily encounter the parade of dog walkers,
or stairway joggers, young couples taking their children for
awalk, or older couples strolling along enjoying the gardens?
How many areas have their very own bridge or garden
median? How many areas have such a resident association?

Our home and ourselves are solid parts of the Franklin
Hills...as is the Franklin Hills Resident’s Association. As an
association board member and even more asanarea “sharer,”
I urge you to join FHRA or to renew your membership. At
three cents per day it is surely affordable. The real benefit is
that, if you so wish, you can easily, actively become involved
in your own community. The least that will happen is for you
to become aware of what the community is trying to
accomplish. And, just perhaps, you will realize that
participation by you can actually make a difference and that
the lack of participation can also make an impact.

Asalate, butenlightened bloomer Turge each resident to
join FHRA and to really become a needed part of this
community...your community.

PRESIDENT continued from p 2.

ecated on their yards, parked illegaily and used drugs pub-
licly. Much more about this will be outlined in a separate
article. More important, however, is that our residents inde-
pendently developed a coalition with residents from Silver
Lake to address this problem. FHRA provided monetary sup-
port forlegal counsel to address the variance issue. This issue
is still ongoing and has many twists and turns. Due to the
filming of a number of motion pictures and television shows,
this area of Los Angeles has become fhe place to live. People
attracted to the architecture, cultural activities, Griffith Park,
and easy access to Downtown have come in droves to the
area.

The Los Angeles media have highlighted Franklin Hills
with positive articles. In addition, recently the city came
through for us and established neighborhood identification
signs around the Hills. As a result of many of these trends,
real estate has been purchased quickly and folks who used to
rent {(such as myself) have found homes they can own (lucky
me!). The Hotline often gets calls from out of state, asking
about houses for sale or lease in Franklin Hills. In addition,
older homes have been refurbished or torn down to decrease
the attraction to criminal elements. FHRA hopes that for new
residents, whether you are a homeowner or a renter, the en-
tirely volunteer Association can help make your neighbor-
hood safe, beautiful and an exciting place to live.

Whatin the works for FHRA? Much of that depends upon
you. On the dinner table the Board is busy feasting on the
Bridge Retrofit Opening Day Party, a shuttle bus to bring
residents to the new subway to be opened in 1998, the ever-
growing median, nuisance abatement, zoning variance, po-
lice relations, to name just a few. We are in sore need of vol-
unteers to help Board members in their completion of these
projects and more. At FHRA we have always provided the
latitude and funding for projects throughout the area. Our
membership has hovered around 250 for the last two years
and we hope to increase both the number and activity of the
Association in the coming years.

I can not express my thanks enough to the Board mem-
bers and volunteers who were involved in the myriad events
during the last year. Franklin Hills has really tested its wings
this year as a neighborhood organization and in its work with
the city and residents alike. It is my hope that more residents
will join in on the fun and feast on the projects which have
improved our neighborhood.

Seasons Greetings

Adam M. ‘Weisman
President, Franklin Hills Residents Association



THE
CUMBERLAND
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATION

by Rick Gomez

The Cumberland Residents’ Associa-
tion sprung up during April, 1997, after
gang members began selling drugs in
the neighborhood roughly bounded by
the intersections of Myra and
Cumberland on the east and Talmadge
and Cumberland on the west. Since then,
in response to problems near King
Middle School, the Association has ex-
panded to included residents living on
the following streets: Cumberland east
of Myra; Myra between Sunset Drive
and Clayton; Sunset Drive; Talmadge;
and Manzanita.

The name “Cumberland” merely sig-
nifies the historical origin of the Asso-
ciation and does not signify geographi-
calexclusivity. The Associationisamem-
ber of the Franklin Hills Residents Asso-
ciation. Although the Association started
as a Neighborhood Watch group, itnow
has branched into dealing with neigh-
borhood improvement issues as they
relate to quality of life. The Cumberland
Residents” Association has no elected
officers or formal corporate structure.
Volunteer block captains and members
run the group. The Block Captains are
Andrea Bronte, Rick Gomez, Betty
Lacasella and Cliff Welch.

The Cumberland Residents’ Associa-
tion comprises all forms of residents—
tenants, single family residence owners
and landlords. Because we are inter-
ested in the input of all Franklin Hills
residents and business owners, the As-
sociation is open to any person who is
interested in quality of life issues in the
southwest quadrant of Franklin Hills
(roughly the area bounded by Sanborn
ontheeast, Talmadge on the west, Foun-
tain on the south and Prospect on the
north). There are no particular member-
ship requirements other than giving us
your name, address and phone number.
The Association can be thought of as a
specialized unit of the Franklin Hills

Continued onp 11

Franklin Hills/Shokespeare Bridge
Printed teal and purple on a white shirt

Buy both or choose
your favorite. Get the
classic Franklin Hills
logo shirt with the
Shakespeare Bridge 2-
color design printed in
teal and purple. There’s
also the Franklin Hills
End Of Summer Festival
design printed in white
on either a peacock
blue or purple shirt, All
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illustrated by Eugene

Cheltenham.
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THE MEDIAN
IS MATURING

by Melinda Taylor

The median planting has now been in place for two years.
For the most part the plants are well established and devel-
oping into the character of their mature forms. Certain plants
havenot responded favorably to the conditions of the site; we
have replaced those plants with others that we believe will be
more likely to thrive. Others are growing more slowly than
expected, and we have augmented them with other faster-
growing compatible plants. I would like to share with you
the following recent observations I have madeabout the plant-
ing in general and certain plants in particular:

The median planting was installed in November of 1995
because late fall/early winter is the optimum time to plant
California native plants and many other introduced plants of
a compatible nature. During this period we still have warm
soils and mild temperatures, so plants can become settled
and established prior to winter cold and benefit from the
seasonal rains. Plants installed at this time won’t produce
much foliage growth, but they will be established sufficiently
to grow significantly in spring without having to get estab-
lished then. From a practical standpoint November is a great
month for the median to have a birthday, but from an aes-
thetic point of view, it’s another story entirely. Many of the
California natives are coming out of asummer hibernation of
sorts, during which their growth has been relatively to com-
pletely inactive, and they may have dropped some of their
leaves. California natives look their worst at summer’s end.
Depending upon our September and October weather, which
this year was very hotand dry, having the median’s birthday
party in November is equivalent to having a party for our-
selves at six in the morning. We may be up, but we're likely
not looking our best.

Still, there’s a lot to look at, a lot of growth beginning to
show. The big agave, planted near the bridge end of the slope,
is sending out many underground stems. The pups of this
plant are coming up in profusion, even two and three feet
from the parent plant. I welcome the naturally placed pups,
but even more, the underground root system which is like
jute netting that we don't have to see. Both the Salvia apiana,
or “white sage” and the Eriogonum gigantum, or “St
Catherine’s Lace” have re-seeded themselves amply, because
we didn’t cut off their flower stalks when the flower petals
started to fade. If you look closely around the parent plants
you will see many of these seedlings starting to grow and
establish themselves. The Eriogonum gigantum frustrates me
somewhat because certain of the established plants have
died, or look like they may die, for no apparent reason, thus
ruining the sweep of their mass in the overall planting de-

sign. If the self-sown seedlings can grow sufficiently quickly
to replace their parent plants, however, | will continue to
value the plant for its otherwise outstanding sculptural and
colorful attributes. I hope the Salvia apiana plants will con-
tinue to thrive despite the fact that their leaves are being
regularly picked by passersby who, I assume, recognize this
plant as the source of the incense used for cleansing rooms (or
objects) of negative influences, and are taking advantage of
the plant’s publicaccessibility. [ wish I could ask those people
“pruning” these plants to pay more attention to where they
are stepping; a recently planted S. apiana was stepped on the
other day.

Right now the Eleagnus pungens, or “Silverberry”, is pro-
ducingitsinconspicuous flowers which smelllike carnations,
and the median air is sweet with their fragrance. This out-
standing plant has so many commendable attributes—beau-
tiful silvery brown foliage, fast, angular or spreading growth,
adaptability to a variety of difficult conditions. It’s hard to
imagine that it occurs naturally in cool, inland mountain re-
gions of China and Japan of ample moisture—nothing like its
current environment.

All three of the grasses planted on the median have per-
formed beautifully, and been notable accents throughout the
year. Muhlenbergia rigens, or “Deer Grass”, aclumping cool-
season grass (meaning its active growth begins in the late
winter or early spring), is just about to finish flowering and
resumeits active growth cycle with the cooler weatherahead.
This California native grass has proven itself as useful and
adaptable as it is beautiful—excellent for holding the slope
and preventing erosion damage and heat and drought toler-
ant as well, We have recently augmented our original plant-
ing of this grass, adding it to two additional portions of the
median as it has shown itself to be such an outstanding plant.
Bouteloua gracilis, or “Blue Gramma Grass"”, the small clump-
ing grass on the flat part of the median, is a warm season grass
which will become dormant with the onset of winter and
begin growing again in spring. It has been a vigorous grower
in the past year, and its flowers, attached to their stems at a
right angle and resembling tiny combs, have provided and
continue to provide special interest. A clump of Cortaderia
selloana ‘Pumila,” “Dwarf Pampas Grass,” now stands im-
posingly at the transition between flat area and slope, a sen-
tinel of architectural form and prolific bloom. The manner in
which all three of these grasses take on different forms, catch
light, and move in the area’s breezes has been a source of
delight to me all year long.

Thope everyone is enjoying the growthand development

Continued on page 9
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Happy Birthday Median

By Bruce Carroll

“It is much more beautiful here. It makes a big differ-
ence.” That's how Franklin Avenue resident Theo Welch de-
scribed the impact of the median landscaping, and why he
turned out, weeder inhand, to celebrate its second birthday in
mid-November. The six year resident recalled what he and
his neighbors used to see. “It was quite an eyesore for all the
residents...It was good when the neighborhood got together
to make the change.”

To landscape designer and median chair Melinda Taylor
the getting together is almost as important as lending a hand
to mother nature. Volunteers who've come to median clean-
up days, she observed, “really had a chance to talk about the
neighborhood and that seemed to me as valuable as getting
the weeds out of the ground...It’s kind of like a community
meeting where you don't have to sit in bad chairs.”

In fact community outreach, to get a core cadre of median
volunteers,ishigh on Taylor's agenda for the coming year. All
those interested are encouraged to call the FHRA Community
Message line 213-664-7247.

Med ian N otes Continued from page 8

of the median planting as much as I am. Together, all of us
whohavebeen involved in the conception, development and
maintenance of this project have created something of lasting
value for our neighborhood and for the city atlarge. Itis not
often that a group of people gets together, decides that visuai
design is important, and collectively does what is needed to
realize their vision. Thank you to everyone who has contrib-
uted time, money, labor, and above all, good will towards
this project.

BT,

fine A

Dessert for the Median's 2nd birthday party makes rebuilding the
bridge lock like a piece of cake

The Median landscaping, like any 2 year old,
still needs plenty of attention. Birthday
voluntears pulled up plenty of weeds.

Landscape designer Melinda Taylor
instructs Marshall High's Clean & Green
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team on how to plant and weed

Among those getting” down-and-dirty to spruce up the
median for its birthday were members of Clean and Green.
That’s a city funded agency that enlists students to serve their
community in various projects. Team leader Melissa Hurtado
brought along seven Marshall High students: Anna, Dulce,
Jesse, Joanna, Jose, Robert and Sarah. They not only got some
planting pointers and weeding warnings, but Hurtado ex-
plained her groupis also “learning how to plan projects, project
managementand how to organize community events like this.”
If youhavea community projectand need some help, Hurtado
invites you to call her at Clean and Green, 213-389-3229.

She also mentioned that ever since she started working
with Marshall Students, about a year and a half ago, she's
noticed the “very very beautiful” median. Hurtado admitted
thatthe other day she thought of coming to do weeding on her
ownbut, “Idon’t know which are the weeds and which are the
plants, so I didn’t touch it.”

That’s a problem shared by both young and old volun-
teers. And, despite a bit of over aggressive weeding, Taylor
feels the median is “growing in pretty well. The plants are
starting to show the shapes that they will eventually have.”
But she says, because many of the plants are very slow grow-
ing, it will be another three years before the median fully
matches the vision of her original plan.

And how will El Nifio impact that plan? (No reputable
publication can be printed at this time without mentioning El
Nifio) According to Taylor the median should weather the
storm. “Because we have a combination of plants that grow
very deep tap roots and very fibrous shallow surface roots we
have a pretty good mat on the hill. So we are probably in good
shape.” And those who come out to weed the median on a
regularbasis will probably getin good shape too...sinceheavy
rains mean heavy weeds.
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LOS FELIZ BRANCH LIBRARY

by Pearl M. Yonezawa, Senior Librarian

The Los Feliz Branch became part of the Los Angeles Public Library (LAPL)
on February 5, 1924. In the years since then it has moved to many different build-
ings throughout the community.

The library is currently in a leased 5000 square foot space at 1801 Hillhurst
Avenue. A permanent facility at Hillhurst and Franklin Avenues in currently
under construction and is scheduled to open late in 1998.

Architect Barton Phelps has designed the new 10,500 square foot building to
include a meeting room, reading areas, carpeting, air-conditioning and disabled
accessibility. The Conjunction of One Hundred Wishes by local artist Joyce Dallal will
be in the main tower /skylight. There will also be a parking lot and grass areas for
sitting.

Thanks to Walt Disney Company Foundation as a local sponsor, the new
building will also be a “virtual electronic library” with multiple computer work
stations, Internet access and software designed to help improve reading, math
and study skills for children and adults.

As they do now, patrons will have access to LAPL’s automated circulation
system and computerized catalogue (http:/ /www lapl.org). These services al-
low each individual to put books on request, check their records and see what’s
new.

Recently moved to thelibrary is Children’s Librarian, Stella Nahapetian. Stella
has organized many new activities for children: storytimes, a new reading club
and an Internet group for older children. Every week there is something good
going on at the Los Feliz Library.

Come and visit!

Los Feliz Library Phone: 913-4711; Fax 913-4714; E-Mail: Ifeliz@lapl.org

DIAMOND TOWING

FREE
REMOVAL

OF ILLEGALLY
PARKED AND
UNWANTED
CARS

» FLAT BED
« LOCK OUTS :
« JUMPSTART G2

* FREE TOWING
24-HOUR TOWING SERVICE

w/REPAIR
Fastest Service for Franklin Hills < Complete Auto Repair

213-225-4898

2420 FORNEY ST., LOS ANGELES

Complementary
with this ad. Expires
January 31, 1998

Balanced Concepts

Hana Lauterkranc

Certified instructor

509 East Jackson - Pasadena CA 91104

Tel. 626.398.6780 - Fax 626.398.6780
Private and semi private sessions, based on the methods of Joseph H, Pilatus.

Fitness Training beneficial for anyone who desires a toned and flexible body, better
~ posture, and freedom from pain
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Bridging...Continued from p. 3

Phone Update (213 area code unless oth-

erwise specified)

Franklin Hills Residents Association:

Hot Line: 664-7427
Fax: 664-4192
email: fhra@aol.com

FHRA Bridge Info Coordinator:
Shirley Newland 665-3145

On-Site Construction Office: :660-1858

City Inspector, Dave Spangler
Contractor Superintendent, Moe
Deyanat

Project Managers:

Saba Engineer  847-8930

Jim Wu 847-8934

fax: 847-8921
Contractor: TM Engineering

Matt Moetazedi

phone: 818/343-8844

fax: 818/343-8865

LA Dept. of Transportation

(traffic, detours, signs, etc.)
Vince Giron 485-4282
fax: 485-8473

LAPD, Central TrafficDivision
Officer Sanchez 485-2799

LA Environmental Supervisor
{(sound control/air quality)

Neil Drucker 847-8695
fax: 847-8689
Councilman John Ferraro:
Phone: 485-3337
fax: 624-7810

Renee Weitzer, Chief Field Deputy and
<y Planning Deputy

Vince Rossini, Field Deputy

JOIN FHRA

664-7247




Cumberland continued from page 7

Residence Association.

The Cumberland Residents’ Association works very
closely with Senior Lead Officer Sam Salazar and other mem-
bers of the Los Angeles Police Department. Recently, North-
east narcotics officers have arrested gang members who were
selling drugs in the area. At this juncture we can tell you that
Officer Salazar and Northeast narcotics officers have coordi-
nated a superb effort and have dramatically reduced prob-
lems in the southwest quadrant of Franklin Hills. Our mem-
bers have worked hard to establish, and now enjoy, a close
responsive relationship with the Northeast Division. We do
not expect our relationship to change merely because Chief
Parks has reassigned Senior Lead Officers to patrol duty
during the coming year. There are always ways to maintain
effective communication.

A formidable task facing the Cumberland Residents’ As-
sociation is developing street lighting in the area surround-
ing King Middle School. Unfortunately, the King Middle
School has turned out to be the main source of problems in
the area. Importantly, it is not the students of the School who
are the problem. Rather it is an outside element which uses
the School and the adjacent area, usually after dark, as a fa-
cility for illicit activities. Most of the noise, trash, alcohol and
drug problems can be traced to the area bordering the school.
The darkness surrounding the school encourages the illicit
activities.

To combat these problems, the Cumberland Residents’
Associationis working closely with Vince Rossini of Council-
man John Ferraro’s office toestablish alighting district around
the school. Currently we are awaiting petition papers from
the Bureau of Street Lighting. When we receive the papers,
we will set up a meeting with the appropriate King Middle
School administrators and the appropriate LAUSD adminis-
trators. It would be very difficult, if not impossible, to form
a lighting district without cooperation from King Middle
School and the LAUSD. We welcome input from anyone who
can help us on this important matter.

Other issues that the Cumberland Residents’ Associa-
tion is addressing are street repaving and trimming trees and
vegetation. Although many streets in the Franklin Hills need
repaving, sections of Cumberland, Myra, Clayton, Manza-
nita and Bates carry high volumes of traffic from ABC, King
Middle School and the hilltop areas of Franklin Hills. Effec-
tively, these streets function as mini highways because they
collect traffic from many feeder streets. Unfortunately, main-
tenance has not kept up with the volume of traffic they carry.
There are certain trees and bushes in the area, especially on
Sunset Drive, which need to be trimmed. Some of the prime
drug dealing spots are afforded protection from observation
by high bushes growing on the parkways and by trees which
need to be trimmed back from the few existing street lights.

Anyone who would like further information on the
Cumberland Residents’ Association should contact Block Captain
Ricardo (Rick) Gomez at (213) 661-8927.

Signs of Recognition

by Bruce Carroll

Franklin Hills sign on Prospect at Talmadge sports a blue ribbon to
show community appreciation for the police

In hopes of reducing the “where’s that?” factor, when
local residents say they live in the Franklin Hills, the FHRA
asked City Councilman John Ferraro’s office if we could get
some of those nifty signs that mark the entrances toneighbor-
hoods around the city. And in the words of FHHRA president
Adam Weisman, “the councilman’s new deputy for our area,
Vince Rossini, really hustled.”

You can see the results at seven locations around the
Franklin Hills:

Along Talmadge St. at Franklin, Prospect, and Fountain
Avenues; along Hyperion Ave. near Fountain Ave. and En-
trance Drive; on Tracy St. at Hyperion Ave.; and on 5t.George
St. at Tracy St. ;

Unless you're asecretagent...orhiding out from one...the
signs should help us all...and resolve our neighborhood’s
identity crisis. Thanks Councilman.

DISCOUNT MEDICAL
PHARMACY

most insurance plans accepted
Jree delivery in local area

(213) 661-8366

2716 Griffith Park Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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MEMORY LANE...

Fish, Malts & Football...

“Dirt streets aren’t much fun,” re-
members Keith Wheeler. That's surpris-
ing because everyone assumes a great
affinity between young boys and dirt.
But when Wheeler, now 73, was grow-
ing up at 4342 Finley Avenue, he ex-
plained, the street “dead ended two
doors from our place. As you would
start down the hill toward Talmadge
there was a Japanese nursery... then fi-
nally they cut the street through and
paved it...in the early ‘30’s. “What was
fun”, he says, “was catching fish right
on Finley Avenue. Across from our
house there was a very large Depart-
ment of Water and Power storage
tank...and when they drained that tank
periodically fish would come out and
we'd catch them as they’d flip down the
street, down the hill.”

Whenthe fishweren'tflipping down
Finley, Wheeler recalls Hillhurst and
Vermont were where you had to go to

as told to Bruce Carroll

Keith Wheeler, young number 36, ready to
carry the ball for the Barristers in 1842

catch your groceries. “The A&P was
about the first major market on Ver-
mont. They were on the west side of
the street where the post office is now,
and we also had Specters and
Hollymont so we had three markets on
Vermont...Before that wehad todomost
of ourshopping right on Hillhurst. There
was a market called Fosters and also
Safeway. Those two were in the first
block south of Finley on the east side of
the street.”

In that area, now knownmore forits
restaurants than its markets, Wheeler
observed that while Farfalla may now
serve up angel hair pasta, in the late
1930’s the same building served hair in
different styles. “In those years it was
Merle Norman's beauty shop operated
by my closest friend’s mother. We used
to make root beer in the back room. I
guess that's where the kitchen is now.”

ECONOMIC PLUMBING
and HEATING

Since 1919

e RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
e 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Mention this ad at time of call

and receive $10 discount

(213) 664-2996

Contractors License Number: 655627
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When they tired of swigging back
room root beer, according to Wheeler,
Hart’s Malt Shop was the big place to go
after school to have a malt and a
hamburger...”You could play your
records right there at your individual
booth.” The old Hart's, across from the
postoffice,is onceagain in, as the trendy
Fred’s 62 restaurant. You can’t miss it,
it’s painted an eye-grating green.

Greenisacolor almost missing from
Wheeler’s recollections of his days at
Marshall High from 1940-43. It seems in
the post depression era, until 1942, the
school “didn’t have the money to plant
‘grass’ on the football field. So Wheeler,
who played B-team quarterback, says,
“they threw sawdust on the field, and
they’d wet it down so it was either a
quagmire or the sawdust had moved
and you skinned your knees or elbows
all the time.” But, he observed, “those
were the years you didn’t sue the school
board for everything...you toughed it
out.”

It wasn'tjust the players who had to
tough it out, students watching the Bar-
risters weren’t sittin® pretty either,
“When Marshall was built,” explained
Wheeler, “we didn’t have bleachers

there. We had a hillside. It was in the
depression, of course, so we sat on the
dirtbank there, which was eroded quite
a bit, to watch the football games.”
One game, that no one would ever
watch, could have put Marshall in the
record books as undisputed city champs
for 1942. “We had one of the best teams
in Marshall history,” Wheeler proudly

Keith Wheeler nat only still has his ‘42 Marshal! High yearbook,
but a collection of mementos from his years attending Franklin
Avenue and Thomas Starr king schools as weli.

proclaimed, while admitting “Marshall
hasn't had very many. We were known
more as scholars than we were as ath-
letes. But during the 1942 season we

were co-city champs. ‘Co” because dur-
ing wartime they wouldn’t letushave a
playoff with LA High.” The reason, as
he remembers it is, that “students
couldn’t get to the game because of gas
rationing.”

After awinning season for Marshall,
Wheeler went on, with a few million
other guys, to win World War II for the
USA as a Navy radio man in the South
Pacific. Back home again he got a
master’s from USC and had a long ca-
reer as a real estate executive. And in
retirement he’s still working hard as a
commissioner on the California State
Seismic Safety Commission and with
the Red Cross teaching corporations
earthquake preparedness.

Although he deserted Finley Av-
enue for the valley 32 years ago, he still
visits the area and recalls, “as a young-
ster sitting up on the top of the Franklin
Bridge watching the Vitagraph Studio
filming...we had a great view.”

Editor’s Note: Anyone else who
had a great view of Franklin Hills past
please share it with us. Drop usanote or
call the FHRA community message line
(213) 664-7247.

FONDAS
ELECTRC

SERVING FRANKLIN HiLLS AND LOS FELIZ FOR 42 YEARS

Residential and Commercial ® 24-hour Emergency Service

(213) 661-3825

Contractors License Number: 504624
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Sorry, Bill; Sorry, Pete... Happy Holidays

by Bruce Carroll With Santa Claus a comin’ to town,
better let him know our bridge is down.
There’s an old saying that charity begins athome. And what
organization...with IRS 501¢(3) tax exempt status...is closer to Deck the Halls with Boughs of Holly.
home than the FHRA? Re-deck our bridge and we'll be jolly.
What those numbers mean is that all donations you've
made to the FHRA this year are deductible on both federal Christmas, Hanukkah, or Kwaanza,
and state taxes. So if you want to send less to Bill Clinton and this season everyone wants a...
Pete Wilson, now would be a good time tosend us a donation.
All FHRA dues paid in December will be counted for 1998 Peaceful world, cured of its ills.

membership plus the median, disaster preparation, and li- So let’s start here in Franklin Hills...
brary can always use your support. Why not keep the $$ near

home. Send us somenow...send Washington and Sacramento Wishing Joy to the World...and peace.
fess on April 15th. May trust and tolerance increase.

]—[O&Y[/ISM QRABT—[ICS ! Community Computer Services

- FRANKLIN HILLS OWN Programs

TYPESETTING & DESIGN STUDIO Flyers
Invitations ;

Letterheads * Business Cards e Flyers Custom Greeting Carde ey _

» O1d Photo Scanning & Retouching Business Cards " Carol Skinner
Menus " 1806 Hollyvista Ave

( 2 13) 6 64 -4124 | Data Base Los Angeles CA 90027
Address Books/Rolodex (213) 662-1775
% :}: b *

fﬁnlihm;l @{é;;eﬁngz GARY ROGERS
2z %

AUTOMOTIVE COLLISION LOSS CONSULTANT
. Specializing in the Franklin Hills since 1952

“Where Friends Send Friends”

Recommended on KPFK’s The Car Show

Largest videotape and We do mechanical work, body work and paint
laser disc selection in
Los Feliz and Silver Lake 1-800-336-8362
(213) 663-5857 1845 Hyperion Avenue
2728 Griffth Park Boulevard | (at DeLongpre)
Los Angeles California 90027
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Parsons family and dog Sascha
painting Franklin/Mayview sign post.

SIGNS OF PAST TIMES

by Bruce Carroll

While most of the street signs around these parts are now mounted on perfo-
rated aluminum posts that appear to be from an Erector Set on steroids, there are
still a few that, like our beloved bridge, represent a more tasteful era.

Earlier this year (photo, left) Lynn Parsons and son John, supervised by Sascha
did a very good deed and scraped off decades of rust, then put a fresh coat of paint
on the old sign post at their corner.

Despite looking through all the Overview archives we could not confirm that
the pointy thing atop the pole was actually the finial from Kaiser Whilhelm’s
World War Lhelmet. But since there seem to be several around the neighborhood
it might just be that the city picked them up cheap in the 1920’s at an army surplus
store.

WHOLESALE
FLOWER

LLEN S~ "nowes

CELEBRATING OUR GRAND OPENING!
4313 FOUNTAIN AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029

http://www.allensflowers.com @

(213) 660-9300

We Deliver

| BOXTABROTHERS,

Boxes » Packaging = Shipping

HOLIDAY SPECIALS

$5 OFF Any U.P.S. or

FedEx Shipment
over $25.00

$5 FREE PACKING

{includes box, styrofoam, etc.)
FOR ANY FEDEX
PRICRITY SHIPMENT

s R

1954 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Feliz, CA 90027
(opposite Cal Fed Bank)

(213) 662-9000

BAYLESS

CHEVRON SERVICE

Dappy Tolidays 1o our Iriends in Franklin Hills
from Ted. Jjohn and the Crew

1869 N. Hillhurst Avenue (at Franklin)

665-9837

EASTSIDE RECORDS

CDS + TAPES e+ LPs
BUY + SELL ¢ TRADE

1813 Hillhurst Avenue 213 «913-7461
Los Angeles, CA 90027 Fax 213 +913-7463
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Restaurant Review

r 4 | H
Caffe Gapriccio:
food and fun near Franklin Hills

Something hasbeen causing delightamong local resi-
dents since 1994. Caffe Cappricio, owned by husband and wife
team, Tony and Rosemary De Monte, is being called a neigh-
borhood treasure by many satisfied local gourmets. Adding
to the wonderful variety of restaurants on Vermont, Hillhurst
and Hyperion Avenues, “Cappricio,” as it’s known by its
habitués, has brought in a new variety of cuisine to a neigh-
borhood becoming very well known for its high quality cook-
ing.

In the 70's, Tony owned Alberto restaurant in Chicago.
Moving to the Los Feliz area in 1981, he met Rosemary, the
Silverlake/Los Feliz resident destined soon to become his wife.
She had lived her life in the neighborhood, attending
Micheltorena Street School, King Jr. High and Marshall High
School. Together they opened a restaurant, Giuseppe, on
Verdugo at Chevy Chase, in Glendale and, after a few years,
they opened the original Caffe Cappricio in 1984 on Sunset
Boulevard, near Normandy. Catering to the studio crowd in
the area, they developed a clientele that today still seeks out
their unique combination of quality food, service and friend-
liness

As you can guess by the names of all Tony’s restaurants,
this place is Italian. But in no way is it limited in its concepts
of what should be served. The welcoming foccacia and Italian
bread, baked on site and served with an clive compote, lead
one directly into theannouncementof alarge number of nightly
specials — usually including fresh seafood, a vegetarian pasta
dish or two and several chicken dishes. The extensive menu
holds many delicious dishes and thiswriter noticed thatmany
of the diners now know the menu well enough not to need it
any longer.

There is no liquor license but you can bring your own
wine — the waiters are happy to uncork it and, if you drink
lightly, there is even a place to store it until your next visit.
(There is no guarantee that Tony won't raid the wine collec-
tion when in dire need for cooking wine, however.)

Owner/Chef Tony De Monte gets saucy

Says Tony: “We try to have the freshest veggies and
greens. There is a balance between my pasta dishes and the
various meat dishes -- notjusta pastahouse. Everybody seems
to be happy even though it's kind of a hidden location, not
easy to find. Always we will have fish, chicken and pasta
dishes. Sometimes we have specials of beef. We getin 5 hours
before we open tomake fresh pasta and prepare for theevening
ahead. The place is so small we don’t have a pizza oven or
enough refrigeration, so we have to buy everything fresh.”

As one of the friendly faces circulating among the diners,
Rosemary generates a warmth not often found in today’s big-
ger restaurants. Knowing many of her clientele by name, she
visits the tables making everyone feel at home.

Located at 2547 Hyperion, on the southwest corner at
Evans St., one block south of Griffith Park Boulevard and
across from Bogie’s Liquors which, incidentally, has a very
good selection of dinner wines. Caffe Cappricio opens at 5:30
p.m. daily except Tuesdays. Average bill for two: $25-530.

Reviewed by Don Waldrop

SUNRISE PE

A complete line of pet supplies and food for all animals

(213) 665-2215
4327 Sunset Boulevard *

AND FEED

Los Angeles, CA 90029
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Caffe Capriccio Chef/Owner Tony De Monte offers
a recipe for you to try at home:

BANANA SQUASH SOUP

3 1bs. banana squash -- skinned and diced
1/2 1b. potatoes -- skinned and diced

1 medium onion -~ chopped

3 tbsp butter

olive oil

1 cup whipping cream

1 tsp salt & 1/2 tsp white pepper (or to taste)

* Place squash and potatos in a pot, cover with 1” of
water and boil for 15 minutes.

* Sautee onion in 3 thbsp butter until translucent.
Add to pot.

*» Cook all until vegetables are soft. (They will break
when mashed with back of a spoon.)

* Puree in food processor.

¢ Place back in pot. Add whipping cream, salt and
pepper, and simmer for about 20 minutes.

* Watch the evaporation so that it doesn’t become
toothick. (Should coatback of a spoon thickly.)

¢ Ladle into individual bowls. Serves 6.

V4

ajje
apriccio

Italian Gourmet Cuisine
with a neighborhood ambiance

Indoor and heated patio dining
take out menu

Tony & Rosemary De Monte

2547 Hyperion Avenue, Los Angeles, CA
213.662-5900; fax 213.662-0875

Volunteer Yourself!

We need YOUR help!

FRANKLIN HILLS
RESIDENTS

ASSOCIATION
(213) 664-7247

&INCE, 1959

SAT 11-6; SUN 124 [

YOUNG'S TRODICAL FlsH

FRESH WATER & MARINE FISH
AQUARIUM SUDDLIES—SERVICE
— 1953 /2 HILLHURST AVENUE
STORE HOURS | ANGELFISH |
MON-FRI 12-6:30 | LO& ANGELES, CA 900721

99¢ for the month of | (213) 663-5665 ¢ (LO® FELLL AREA)
December, 1997

10% OFF WITH THI® AD
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Garbage In...Garbage Out

By Bruce Carroll

While all too much of the mail most of us receive
winds up emptying our bank accounts or filling our trash
cans, at the FHRA we do take your letters seriously. So when
Lothar Von Schoenborn wrote, “Real estate agents will tell
younothing is more blight inducing, reduces property values
and reduces the overall aesthetics of the area than trash
barrels left curbside or in front yards.” we decided to investi-
gate.

Von Schoenborn estimates, “Twenty percent of the
households seem to leave trash barrels out all week long.”
From a few quick random counts it would seem his estimate
is probably on the low side. He goes on to speculate on who
the culprits might be, “I don’t know if they are new to the
neighborhood or renters.”

I would speculate that about a third of those reading
this know who you are, that you've lived in the area a long
time, and that since the advent of the 60 gallon green and black
wheeled cans you've struggled with them...and where fo put
them,

That struggle is likely to get at least 1/3 harder early
in the new year...althoughrecycling will getawholelot easier.
By April the tiny yellow bins will be history, replaced by huge
blue recycling barrels. According to Customer Relations

Diane Yates bullt an ecnclosure for her rash cans

cycled its thinking. “The reason we have now chosen the 90
gallon blue containers as standard is simply to send the
positive environmental message that, hey, we've done the
wrong thing the past 5-7 years because we've givenyoua tiny
little recycling container that doesn’t really offer enough
capacity for most people to participate.”

Manager Daniel Hackney, the Bureau of Sanitation has re-

Your neighborhood independent bookstore

1818 N. Vermont Avenue (next to Los Feliz Cinema)
(213) 660-1175 fax (213) 660-0232 skylightbook @earthlink.net

| i
| I
! |
| |
| New books, cards, magazines; special orders welcome; we gift wrap |
| |
I |
1 |
| |

10% off book purchase with this ad (excludes magazines) Expires 1/15/98)

(213) 660-9811

Call Us For RII
Your Travel needs.
€ njoy the Luxury
of Full Service

L o

TRAVEL LAB

1943 Hilthurst Avenve
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Robert Kalin

“Not just any realtor. . .
Franklin Hills

Resident!!”

Office: 213.665.1700
Res: 213. 665.6532

1929 North Hillhurst Ave
Los Angeles CA 90027
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In blue barrel test neighbor-
hoodsthe city hasfound a 150% increase
in recycling. In fact, most people have
morerecyclables for the bluebarrel than
trash for the black. As Hackney put it,
“even though they seem really huge
when they firstcome out, as peoplelearn,
wow! boy! a lot of things really are recy-
clable now that we understand
it...literally every piece of paper in my
house that's not a hygiene item or con-
taminated by food waste can now go
into the container and that ranges from
a little yellow post-it note to a full sized
VCR box, for example.”

While accentuating the positives
of thebluebarrels Hackney also pointed
out they’ll eliminate a lot of “negatives
of the yellow bins...scavengers, it rains
and all the papers get wet, you have to
sort, you have to bundle paper, you
havetobag paper, items get thrown into
the yellow bin that are not accepted by
our drivers and so the burden falls back
to the homeowner who actually has to
drag stuff back in etc. etc. etc. In the new
blue program everything is going to be
putin together. The whole movement of
the program is toward customer conve-
nience.”

Except for some hillside dwell-
ers. There the convenience of the big
blue barrels might well be outweighed
by the inconvenience, or impossibility
of dragging it...plus its black and green
ancestors out of sight for the 140 hours a
week when they have no business in
front of your house.

According to Bureau of Sanita-
tion spokesman David Mays there are
only 28 hours a week when cans can

legally be at the curb. “The rules and
regs say, based on city ordinance, that
you set out trash no earlier than 6 p.m.
the evening before collection. Youshould
remove yourempty barrelsno later than
8p.m. following collection.” These rules,
he explained, are enforced by the Bu-
reau of Street Maintenance, usually only
after complaints. If you ignore official
warnings, says Mays, “as a final resort
they can take your trash cans and you
won't have trash service...it'’s done very
rarely.”

Lestyouforgetthesetimes,each
of the new blue cans will have the infor-
mation right on it. Hackney acknowl-
edged that most “hillside communities
would have probably voted for a deep
brown rather than theblue, if they’d had
the choice, because it blends into the
landscape and looks a little more envi-
ronmentally friendly.” Marshall High
knows that's true and has camouflaged
campus trash cans as dark brown tree
stumps that fit right in on the school
lawns.

Hackney even shot down my
suggestion thatif we are stuck with blue

barrels...because it is the international
recycling color...then why not make
them attractive...perhaps sky blue with
afew clouds, or have surfers riding blue
waves on them. Itis LA after all. To that
he said, “it’s a little late.” The cans are
already ordered.

But they are not all “gargan-
tuan” 90 gallon behemoths. And after
Hackney toured the Franklin Hills, he
knows we have special storage prob-
lems, He now says he has no problem
giving a blanket exemption for the
Franklin Hills so that you're going to get
no bigger than the 60 as a standard. But
if you want a 90 gallon or can only
handle the 30 gallon, favored by many
senior citizens, Hackney has given the
FHRA some special request forms. (Just
call us at 664-7247) The trouble with the
small containers, he pointed out, is that
it's veryhard torecycle cardboard boxes
inthem. Asto the space savings of the 60
over the 90 according to Hackney “It’s
debatable what kind of advantage that
really serves because the 90 gallon con-
tainer is only one inch wider, twoinches
taller and 6 inches deeper...the footprint

Continued to p. 23

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE
ezt Wishes for the Holiday Season!
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Reserve our banquet room for your party

1858 N. VERMONT AVENUE, LOS ANGELES (213) 663-1178 and 663-1430

Deficious Itafian Cuisine In The Old World Tradition

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
HOME DELIVERY

THE OVERVIEW - WINTER 1996



| W e = e ———

COMMUNITY-POLICE ADVISORY BOARD

For neatly three years I have been
attending Community-Police Advisory
Board meetings at North-East division.
Until recently, Adam Weisman, the
president of FHRA, had been the repre-
sentative of Franklin Hills, and I the
alternate. Now Lam the C-PABmember,
and Bob Kerr (another FHRA member
and community activist) is the alternate.
This seems like a good proceedure for
us: the alternate becomes the member
and finds a new alternate. If we can
continue with this; we will eventually
have a number of residents (not just one
or two) who are acquainted with C-PAB
and its benefits, and, with the obliga-
tions of members.

And what are the benefits and obliga-
tions? I see the benefits, personal and
community wide, as falling into three
areas: Acquaintance; Communication
Qut, and Communication In.

Obligations of members: Attendance
at one meeting per month at LAPD-
NorthEast Division (on San Fernando
Road); report to the CPAB co-chairs
aboutcommunity activities, otherevents
as they arise; the opportunity to attend
events in other, surrounding, commu-
nities and enjoy & learn from them.

Acquaintance:Each CPAB in the
LAPD meets regularly at the local police
station with staff members of that divi-
sion; and one member and one alternate
from each of the communities in that
jurisdiction. In our case; that means Cap-
tain Louis Gray, Jr., the Commander of

North East; Lt. Raul Vega, chief of De-

tectives; the Community Relations of-
ficers; and other staff, such as the Senior
Lead Officers, or on occasion people
from traffic, or other police specializa-
tions. This in itself would be worth one
evening a month; but that is only the
(official) beginning. The membership in
Northeast includes the following areas:
Atwater (two divisions), East Holly-
wood, Franklin Hills, Griffith Park {(we
do not have any coyotes on the board as
yet), Los Feliz, Silver Lake ( two divi-

by Carol Skinner

sions), Cypress Park, Highland Park and
Mt Washington.

The people willing to spend a number
of hours each menth on this (and their
local community boards) are very inter-
esting people, so that becoming ac-
quainted with them becomes a personal
‘reward’ for the time invested. They are
also very knowledgeable about both
blessings and hardships in their com-
munities. Because of this connection we
know who the people are “next door”
who were working to deal witha zoning

problem; and they know who we are. In
any case; whether it's a matter affecting
a large number of residents, or a minor
matter annoying just a few; every com-
munity organization in this corner of
the city knows who to call if there’s a
problem on the block.
Communication Out from the com-
munity: Since I have become the CPAB
member for Franklin Hills, there have
been three (which turned out toreally be
two) problems which were brought to
my attention by residents. One of these

BEFORE YOU SPEND BIG BUCKS
ON SMALL REPAIRS
CALL YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN

GARY SILK

(213) 664-9639

2115 Hillhurst Avenue * Los Feliz Village * (213) 666-8850

full hair care service
beauty supplies

expert hair colorists
nails » facials « waxing
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D

Liability insured ¢ Workmen's Comp
CA License: 709013

Doryon Maintenance Co., Inc.

ORYON PAINTING & PLASTERING

Plastering, Painting & Cleaning
Complete Janitorial Service
Residential # Commercial
Preparation of Rental Unit

Free Estimates ® Ask for Nathan

(213) 660-0544
(800) 577-1517
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is alluded to in the report of the very successful Cumberland
Association. [ was able to follow one or more of the commu-
nications channels available to me: I can (and do) call the
Senior Lead Officer and ask for help, I can call the Com-
mander, and I can bring the problem up for discussion at the
next CPAB meeting; and have not only the attention of the
professional law enforcement folks, but advice from those
other community reps who may have already invented that
particular wheel. T urge all Franklin Hills residents to keep
me informed aboutany issue which youbelieverelates tolaw
enforcement. Of course call Northeast yourself about any
problem; but please let me know too so that1 can monitor the
problem: (213) 662-1775.

Communication In fo the community from the police:
Regularly, at each meeting, an analyst presents us with the
crime statistics in Northeast for the time period immediately
preceding the briefing, Happily, the trend has been steadily
downward to a smaller number of crimes over the past year
or so (Here, as in the rest of the US.) Our particular hillsides
have primarily property-related crimes, very rarely crimes
agairist persons. Those which do occur are no less terrible; the
point is that we are safer here than in many other areas of the
city. Sometimes, as now, there is information available to
CPAB which supplements information made available by
media to the publicin general. At this moment in time many

(213) 660-9630

Progressive ——

Properties

Residential and Commercial Investments
1662 M. Hilthurst Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90027

COMPLETE GARDENING SERVICES

Jesus Sanchez, Gardener

(213) 660-2413
Franklin Hills Reverences Available

JOE TO GO

COFFEE SERVICE
CUSTOM GROUND COFFEES
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

19471/; HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS FELIZ, CA 90027
PHONE: 664-7200; FAX: 6641-11687

community groups are expressing concernabout Chief Parks’
intention to put SLO’s back in cars, and assign them to
function as training officers; because they fear that this will
erode the healthy start towards communitiy-police relation-
ships which is already in place. The chief’s intention, as I
understand it. is that rather than have about 100-200 SLO's
involved with community policing; they as training officers
will assist in the effort to involve all officers in the commu-
nity. Reduced to the most simplistic terms, this may mean
something like: If you, as a citizen approach or are ap-
proached by a police officer in this community; there will be
a very good chance that the officer is someone you have
already met and spoken with, and to whom you can relate as
part of our community. Of course, our FHRA meetings offer
an excellent opportunitiy to meet the officers who work in
our neighborhood.

If any of you, as community members, would be interested
to learn at first hand more about CPAB; you are very wel-
come to join me as a guest at any meeting. Give me a call and
I'will tell you the day and time of the meeting; and clear you
as a guest (sometimes the seating capacity of the meeting
room has been seriously overstrained). Ibelieve that you will
be interested in the information provided and enjoy the
people present.

¢ss yourself... Poster Size!

VISTA EXPRESS
Great Service for
Greail People
= Matintouh Compasiting Imaging
= Large Scalo Digital Outpu
= Fiary Prints » Canan Laser Color
Copies « High Speed Xerox l:t:plﬂ
« Fak Sarvice « Full Colar T-Shirt Printing
=+ Mounting & Lsmbnating
* Backilt & Mural Printing

* One Hour Photo Service

213.913:2525

A 90027 (ot Hilllarst nex to the Vista Theatre)
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NEIGHBORHOOD WORKS TO
FLUSH BASIC PLUMBING

An issue that has been simmer-
ing in several neighborhoods for some
time recently boiled over to the front
page when the City Council voted to
ignore zoning rules and approve a
sexual encounter club known as The
Barracks. While the fact that The Bar-
racks was well within 500 feet of peoples’
homes didn’t trouble the narrow coun-
cil majority, it did trouble Mayor
Riordan who vetoed the approval for
the East Hollywood club.

Last summer the Franklin Hills/
Silver Lake Residents Coalition won a
victory, on paper at least, in a similar
case. On July 15, 1997 the Los Angeles
Board of Zoning Appeals voted unani-
mously to grant a neighborhood appeal
and deny variances that would have
allowed Basic Plumbing, a sexual en-
counter club at 1924 Hyperion Avenue,
to operate within 500 feet of residential
properties. Over 80% of the properties
within 500 feet of Basic Plumbing are
residential and the public hearing
brought to a conclusion the neighbor-
hood effort that resulted in over 430
petition signatures as well as the sup-
port of the Franklin Hills Residents As-
sociation, The Silver Lake Residents
Association, the Los Feliz Improvement
Association, the Los Angeles Depart-
ment of Building and Safety, LAPD Vice,

and City Councilman John Ferraro’s 4th

District Office.

Basic Plumbing had been oper-
ating illegally for more than four years
and was proven at the hearing to con-
tribute to late-night noise disturbance,
publiclewd-conductand parking short-
ages onresidential streets. Basic Plumb-
ing had been used exclusively asa sexual
encounter club in violation of its lease
as an art gallery. Remodeling, to close
off windows and provide private cu-
bicles, had all been done without city
building permits and without building
codeinspection. Only after Basic Plumb-
ing had been cited for these and other
violations did its owners begin the pro-
cess to obtain legal status.

| 218

by Phil Lee and Bruce Carroll

Overwhelming testimony by
both gay and straight residents of
Franklin Hills and Silver Lake convinced
The Board of Zoning Appeals that the
illegal land use of Basic Plumbing was
incompatible with the quality of life in
the neighborhood and Basic Plumbing
was ordered to cease its operation.

Despite that order to close, the
club continued to operate and has run
ads for events through New Years Eve.
City Councilman John Ferraro’s Office
volunteered its assistance to find a suit-
able location for Basic Plumbing that
would not be in violation of the munici-
pal code. The councilman’s chief plan-
ning deputy, Renee Weitzer, testified
that such properties existed within the

CHILDREN'S

4th district and that her office would
assist in obtaining such a location.

The club’s response has been to
continue to flaunt the law despite
charges being filed by the city. Council-
man Ferraro’s office has also been try-
ing to explore with the City Attorney’s
office swifter ways to rid the neighbor-
hood of a nuisance. Many hope that
Mayor Riordan’s veto in The Barracks
case will be heard as the signal starting
a race by all city agencies to fulfill the
promise the city has made to its resi-
dents through its zoning rules: to up-
hold the law and, as the Mayor putit, to
listen to the wishes of the community
for a quiet, safe and wholesome neigh-
borhood.

Mon-Sat: 10am-5:30pm; Sun: 12 pm-5 pm

» Extended holiday hours
¢ Extensive multicultural and Spanish

language section

» Knowledgeable staff

*sBOOK*STORE

2640 GRIFFITH PARK BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CA 90033
| 213 ¢« 668+ 19536

SAYCHEESE

gourmet store (< espresso cafe

S
Your neighborhood source for gourmet entertaining,
holiday gifts, and personalized gourmet baskets.

2800 H
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GARBAGE, continued from p. 19

is identical at the very bottom. So footprint-wise it makes no
difference.”

Some residents, like Diane Yates, on Mayview just
past Franklin, tried to make a difference. She constructed a
lattice can corral but when the big blues come, she’ll have the
garbage can blues again. Her garbage cans will no longer fit,
so they’ll likely be neither out of sight, nor out of mind. Even
if you request all three cans...blue, green, and black...in the 30
gallon size they will still take up more room than the two 60
gallon cans you have now. It must be the new math that makes
3 x 30 = 2 x 60. One suggestion that Hackney made, is to
downsize your black can to 30 gallons and try the 60 for
recycling.

Von Schoenborn's letter concluded by asking that we
“please put a short article in the Franklin Hills Newsletter
reminding area residents of the city’s ordinance and request-
ing the removal of trash barrels.” Now you'veread the article.
Thope it prods everyone to make the extra effort to improve
appearances. And I apologize forit's lack of shortness. Maybe
that’s why we need the big blue barrels.

In Hackney’s view the blue cans will turn a currently

SIERRA CLUB HIKES

FREE GUIDED HIKES IN GRIFFITH PARK

Trail leaders from the Sierra Club lead free hikes
open to all. There are several different levels of hkes
from quite slow to very fast and strenuous

Year round schedule, several times a week.
Hike in safe, friendly groups

For further information:
Call Louis at (818) 352-3532

costly recycling program into one that pays for itself through
higher income and lower landfill fees. He feels, “Most Ange-
lenos from A-Z should be standing and applauding this new
program.” But my guessis that here in the hills many of us will
be standing and just wringing our hands...perhaps wishing
for a seance with Houdini who might conjure up a way to
make those ugly cans disappear...except for Thursday morn-
ing.

The Last Seven Houses Featured Here Sold

3804 Franklin

Listing inventory is lo
are you ready to sell?

i BN

Karen

(213) 665-1121

EJ Fred Sands

Specializing in the Franklin Hills

r———-%@--——————————————————-——————————————1

FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 29122, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027
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TEL (H)
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[ Historic Preservation [ Environmental [ Parks [dGangs CiTutoring [ Public Relations [ ABC-TV legal

[ Telephone tree [ Membership I Beautification [ Disaster Prep [ other

DUES are $20.00 per couple or $10.00 per person; AMOUNT ENCLOSED: [ A$10 [ds20 [ $50 L Other §

Larger contributions are extremely welcome. Thank you for joining FHRA!
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KISS AND GO:

Our Link to New Transportation?

By this time everyone hasheard, our
local Red Line subway will open by the
end of 1998, alittle overa year fromnow.
Our closest subway station itself is at
Sunset and Vermont, which makesita
bit of a hike from the hills and dells to its
entrance.

The question then becomes how do
we, whohave paid our fair share for this
form of transit, get to utilize it since there
is no provision made for parking? To
compensate for this lack of parking
space, they haveinstalled off-loading for
cars and buses, what they euphemisti-
cally call “Kiss and Go.”.

Realizing that many of us would
want to use the train to get to ourjobs in
the city and that we would also wish to
avoid using our cars, the logical solu-

by Marcelle Zonta

tion is some form of DASH shuttle bus
that would travel about the area in a
loop. The route of this bus is being de-
cided right now but as yet, nothing is
written in stone. In other words, there is
still time for the residents of Franklin
Hills who see themselves becoming fu-
ture subway passengers to give input
on the DASH route.

To this end, members of the Board
of FHRA have met with a representa-
tive of the Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity to discuss viable routes that can be
practical for bus and convenient for resi-
dents. This would mean frequent ser-
vice, especially during rush hour, and
convenient stops not too far from our
houses. My preliminary meetings have
been quite fruitful and the MTA repre-

sentative is eager to provide appropri-
ate service for the area. :

If there is sufficient interest shown,
we could expand thisintoa public meet-
ing to make suggestions as to how we
should like to see transportation to the
train handled.

Wouldn't it be nice to get on the
train with no worry of parking or get-
ting stuck in traffic? Hopefuily, com-
pared to the regular bus system, the
Dashes will be more frequent, more de-
pendable and will stick a regular sched-
ule. Who knows? One can only hope.

Iintend to stay on top of this and let
anyone who is interested know what is
happening. If you have personal input
on this issue, please call the FHRA
Hotline: (213) 664-7247

GEORGE & EILEEN MORENO
A B Fred Sands Realtors
213.668-7610

FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 29122, Los Angeles, CA 90029
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