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The Franklln Avenue Median on its first year anniversary of landscaping by the Franklin Hills Residents Association

D-DAY FOR OUR
SHAKESPEARE

BRIDGE
By Bruce Carroll

We all learned as kids that London
Bridge was forever falling down. City
engineers have determined that the
same fate could befall our Shake-speare
Bridge. But fear not, hopefully before
that happens, the City will close it and
bl See BRIDGE, p. 8

INSIDE:=

Los Feliz Library ................ 3
DWPCover-up........ocovevnnnn 4
Community Page. . .............. 3
MyView...........oooiiennns 6
Board of Directors. ... .......... 12
PhoneScam, .............v-.. 17
ABC&D.......oovvevinnainnn 20
For What It's Worth. . ........... 22

WE FINALLY DID IT!?

By Melinda Taylor

Landscape Designer

In 1990 members of the Franklin Hills Residents Association agreed that the
median’s asphalt covered slope just west of the Shakespeare Bridge, had a
visually degrading effect on the bridge, and recognized what a positive influ-
ence a well-landscaped median could be. For five years FHRA members devel-
oped plans, obtained permits, solicited grants, gathered donations, and nego-
tiated the labyrinthine maze of agencies at City Hall, and on November 11th,
1995, neighbors and community joined together to plant and celebrate the
median’s transformation.

Many of the people who participated in the celebration planted trees or
shrubs in memory of someone particular. One individual, Armida Bolton, gave
a generous donation to the project in memory of her late husband Donald, who
had a special appreciation for Southern California and for the Franklin Hills.
For others the act of planting was a more general way of caring for and partici-
pating in the neighborhood. Many of those who turned out last November to
plant have returned to the median for the maintenance days scheduled
occasionally throughout the past year, tending the plants they person-
ally put in the ground. See MEDIAN, page 9
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Two years ago, | was asked to take the administrative helm of the Franklin Hills
Residents Association as its President. Aside from some positions during my school
years, Thad never been saddled withsuch animportant and complex responsibility.
The job has provided some growing pains {and bruises), but not without a great
sense of happiness and personal growth.

Over the last two years, FHRA-accomplished a number of goals. As President,
it has been my goal to focus on each project and systematically move it towards
completion. This has meant a great number of hours in small work groups, piecing
over details, drinking a few bottles of beer, and bringing residents together towards
a common goal: improvement of our neighborhood.

The results are printed in this Overview and can be seen in the neighborhood:
the Franklin Hills Median, our 501(c) (3) tax deduction status, improved commu-
nication with police and city officials, improved membership and fund raising,
public stairs cleaning and reconstruction, two end-of-summer festivals, and The
Overview, to name a few. Most important, is that Franklin Hills has emerged as a
unique and special neighborhood in Los Angeles. It is no surprise that each month,
the hot line gets calls from people wanting to live in Franklin Hills.

With the long list of FHRA’s accomplishments, we can not ignore a growing
problem: our declining volunteer base. With a governing board of eleven, FHRA’s
working groups typically consist of a subgroup of board members. A few non-
board members have worked a great deal, however, this phenomenon is the excep-
tion rather than the rule. A common post-event comment has been: “Sure the board
members were there, but what about the rest of our residents?” Residents have
made suggestions to improve our neighborhood, but they often disappear into the
hills when it comes down to implementation. The ideas often are left on the board's
table, simply because there are not enough volunteers to handle the present work
load.

In the last decade, citizens have been torn between their vocation and commu-
nity service. Often times, it become a pragmatic choice based upon time. Many ask,
“What’s in it for me? What will I gain from my volunteer work?” Community
serviceis not for profit, but an individual process of self-understanding. This comes
through applying one self within a social network. For FHRA, the network is made
of your own neighbors. In sum, community involvement is really a mystery, in
which you will not know the outcome until you begin the adventure. As President,
linvite the residents of Franklin Hills to approach the mystery with excitement and
begin the adventure through FHRA.

Have a happy and productive new year

Adam Weisman
President

FRANKLIN HILLS
- RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
HOTLINE (213) 664-7247
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OUR LIBRARY IS ON ITS WAY

by Carol Skinner

he Northridge earthquakehad astrange

assortment of long-term impacts on our

hill. Surely we all remember the months

in which there was a dumpsterand a pile

of bricks at every third house. And who can ever

forget FEMA? And, the departure of our Los

Feliz Branch Library from the dark, grungy,

incredibly crowded storefront which it had
occupied for so long.

The bad news was that we were without a
library for months. The good news is that the
library reopened in a much nicer storefront. 1
haven't felt the need to take a flashlightback into
the stacks since. Space for children’s circles, space
for magazine readers, tables and chairs—nomore
homeworkcirclesin thealley.
The photocopier works. If you
read the article in The Los
Angeles Times Magazine a
month or so ago, you must
havenoticed thatthereporter
was impressed athow well a
library can function in a
storefront.

There is a row of com-
puters on one side. One can
access on-line information
about holdings from the
entire LAPL, and request an
inter-library loan from the
branch whichhas the desired — -

book. And, a picture behind
the charge desk of the new
library building, as it will
be. The best news is that we
will atlasthave a real library
building. Friends of the
Library committees have
been working on fund-
raising plans to add even
motre features—and we
expect to see every hill
dweller make whatever
contribution you can.

Peter Mann, the senior
librarian was asked about the immediate future
of the project:

“Library construction plans are pretty much
complete. Very minimal changes will be made to
meet the Americans with Disabilities Act
requirements. Ground breaking will probably
begin in January or February of 1997; possibly
even in December of this year. Construction is
usually about 18 months, could be as much as
24 months if unforeseen problems develop. [
have the utmost confidence that due to the
diligence with which things were done initially,
the whole project should go along quite nicely.

“The new building will be mostly as
described in previous publications, incorporating
Mediterranean, Spanish revival and South-
westernstyles. Itwillincludeastory telling tower,
a bookstore, a community meeting room and

See LIBRARY, p. 7

THE OVERVIEW — WINTER 1996
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DWP COVER-UP FOLLOWS MAYVIEW
RESIDENTS’ COMPLAINTS

by Bruce Carroll

Anyone who's been on Mayview Drive re-
cently has surely wondered why the driveways were
littered with asphalt, and the curbs lined with tempo-
rary water mains...and your street could be next. The
answer is simple according to the DWP’s Fernando
Cano. “Basically what it is, is you have a bunch of
tuberculation in the pipe there.” In non-engineer speak
that’s rust and corrosion. In neighborhood speak
that’s dirty water. And a lot Mayview residents have
been speaking to the DWP. “We were really deluged
with water quality complaints.”

While there are long range plans to replace the
mains, which are up to 73 years old, the DWP showed
it listens and is the kind of old bird that has ears and a
heart, as well as its familiar bill. According to project
engineer Cano, “it might take us a number of years to
get up there and install some new lines so we didn’t
want the residents to have to put up with dirty water

for another five years.” It's a messy job but . . . David Trujillo pregares the cement
The DWP’ lution is to f d spraying nozzle and spring loaded trowel to be pulled through the
€ S ETHIET) DD LBITES SER]Eaes G 8" water main under Mayview Drive

squeegees through the clogged 4 and 8 inch pipes.

When they are clean, a 3/16 inch coating of cement is

cleverly sprayed on the inside. Cano explained that while the cement cover-up doesn’t prevent water from
getting to the pipe walls, the alkalinity of the cement
inhibits further corrosion. “We figure on extending the
life of the existing mains for 50 to 60 years.”

While Mayview residents have griped about
inconveniences during the project, which was a last
minute addition to work in Silver Lake, Cano pointed
out, “It inconveniences the residents quite a bit more to
put a new line in.” It also inconveniences the DWP’s
pocketbook since cement- ing runs about $30 per foot
compared to $100 for new pipes.

The Mayview project coated about 1,500 feet of
pipe. A 12 mile cementing project including: Franklin,
Lyric, Ronda Vista, Tracy, Hyperion, Pros- pect,
Taimadge, Fountain, and other streets too numerous to
mention, is on the drawing board for May, 1999. But
Cano, after what he’s seen from the current work,
hopes to start sooner. “There seems to be very serious
water quality problems that should be addressed as
soon as possible. That’s why I'll be recommending that
they try to move that up.”

What can we do in the meantime, other than
hope the markets don't run out of bottled water...follow
the example of Mayviewites who proved that just as
“the squeaking wheel gets the grease”...the squawking
residents get the clean water.

THE OVERVIEW — WINTER 1996
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ecommunity phones ¢

IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS

ABANDONED VEHICLES: (800) 222-6366
ABC-TELEVISION:
Security: (310) 557-5354.
CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: (213) 222-7138
COUNCILMAN JOHN FERRARO, 4th District-
(213) 485-3337
Room M-30, City Hall, 200 Spring St., L.A. 90012
DEPT. OF ANIMAL REGULATION: (213)485-5761
Barking Dogs: 222-7138 or 731-8281
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation.
(213) 481-5800; (800) 722-1122
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater.
(800) 852-9820
Hazardous Waste Hotline {213) 237-1634
Operation Clean Sweep (213} 237-1797
FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235.
GRAFFITI :
LAPD-NE Graffiti Cleanup (213) 237-0511
Graffiti Hotline: (213) 485-0511
HOMELESS, Food and Shelter (213) 974-1234
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (213) 664-2903.
DUE TO REOPEN IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH
PARKING ENFORCEMENT: (818) 904-1418
POLICE: 911; Spanish: 485-4333; Asian: 893-8100
Northeast Division, 3353 San Fernando Road, LA 90065:
Main Desk (213) 485-2563
Community Relations: (213) 485-2548
Sr. Lead Officer Richard Kanzaki: 847-3138
Sr. Lead Officer Sam Salazar: 847-3135
RAPE HOTLINE (213) 392-8381
RECYCLING INFO: (800) 773-2489
SANITATION: (213) 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: (800) 303-5267 or 485-3461
STREET MAINTENANCE: (213) 485-5661
SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE: (213) 381-5111
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: {TV Cable) 485-2751
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (80() 248-9726
TREE TRIMMING (Hazards) 485-5661
WATER & POWER: (800) 722-1122

fDOES GRAFFITI BUGYOU?w

FHRA NEEDS YOUR HELP in fighting
grafitti in our area. We need someone to
organize paint outs and people to work.

We provide all materials.

\ Call the Hotline to volunteer. 664-7247
i\ A
\ o

FRANKLIN FOTOS

As you have no doubt noticed, the editor of
the QOverview has an affinity for photographs
taken in the early vears of the Franklin Hills,
Los Feliz and Silver Lake areas. We are trying to
assemble a pictorial history of our district and
would like to hear from anyone with such pho-
tos. If you grew up here, or if your parents built
a house here, or if you inherited some photo-
graphs, please give us a call on the Hotline or
send them to our mailbox.

We guarantee they will be handled very care-
fully while we have a copy negative made. The
originals wiil be returned to you in their original
condition. Look for your old photographs and
give us a call!

Disaster Preparedness

FHRA Disaster Preparedness needs to know
about the trained professionals living in our
area. There is aclear need for doctors, nurses
& trained emergency personnel in a disas-
ter. If you are willing to assist in such an event,
please contact the Hotline: 664-7247

i

Please Patronize
“"Our"” Advertisers

Traveling to other areas to shop is trouble-
some now that the population and traffic have
increased so much.

The businesses that are advertising in this news-
letter are charged the absolute minimum possible ad-
vertising fees. Their ads pay for the poper and any
surplus supports FHRA on-going projects.

Please support our advertisers and
Tell them you saw their
ads in the "Overview."

THE OVERVIEW — WINTER 1996
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MY VIEW

by Bruce Carroll

THE FRANKLIN HILLS CONSPIRACY

W hatever explanations you might have heard or
read for the mysterious two year disappear-

ance of the Franklin Hills Overview...there was a
rumor it was caused by the last issue’s article on the
“Curse of Los Feliz...it’s all bunk. For the first time
here, | am able to reveal that it was the result of a
sinister plot to destroy the media by proving true the
old cliche...”no news is good news.”

Researchers from TLC, a think-tank whose initials
stand for Twisted Logic Corporation, devised a plan
to demonstrate that things would really be better in
the world if there was no news. With a limited bud-
get, they had to focus on a small area. Late in 1994,
after studying all their options, they picked the
Franklin Hills because of the fine reputation of the
Overview.

If they could show this newspaper held back
progress, their theory would be proven. Virtually
every Overview issue trumpeted plans to landscape
the median, but all we saw were the weeds and
graffiti. There was always an article about getting a
new library, but in 1994 even our old library had
closed. The Overview reported on measures to miti-
gate crime and prepare for disasters...but crime
continued, and we had a big earthquake. Researchers
reasoned if they could muzzle the Overview for two
years and point to positive results it would not be
long before the world would be clamoring for
every newspaper, magazine, and broadcast station
to shut-up.

While rummaging through yellow recycle bins, I
found a first draft of their yet to be released report.

Despite my 35 years in journalism, I must confess
they make a very convincing case. With the Overview
snuffed-out, Franklin Hills residents have finally
landscaped the median. The study also points out that
the library is open again and now has Internet access.
And at long last, land for a brand new Los Feliz
Branch Library has been cleared. There have been no
damaging earthquakes here since publication ceased.

But above all, the most unforgivable crime ever
reported in the Overview...the theft in April 1994 of
my classic 1972 Buick Skylark convertible...was
solved. The car, repainted and turned into an
Oldsmobile, was recovered in 1995 by very thorough
Fontana police. We recently celebrated our 25th
anniversary together...the car, not the cops.

While the researchers make a good case for their
interpretation of the proposition that “no news is
good news,” even poihting out that taxes have been
lowered because donations to the FHRA are now tax
deductible, they conveniently ignore all the good
things that FHRA has done, and reported in past
issues of the Overview: The Adopt-a-Stair cleanup
program, tree planting along Talmadge and Prospect,
graffiti abatement, extra “Stop” signs at Franklin and
St. George, and many others. But the biggest plus is
the sense of community that the Overview itself has
engendered.

Let’s all work to keep the presses running. By
including the Overview and FHRA in your holiday
prayers, toasts and maybe even checks, Let’s see if
we can all help make this a better world...starting
right at home.

THE OVERVIEW - WINTER 1996



LIBRARY, from p. 3

hopefully, wewillbe as automated
aspossible. We would like tobe one
of the “virtual” libraries: the
LUMMIS (Libraries Ultimate
Metheod of Managing Information
System), offering such products as
a health reference center, full text
periodicalindex, L.A. Timesindex,
Power Pages, and many other
things.”

Bruce Carroll, our community rep-

resentative for the Internet, had this to
say,

“The Library is a great place to
take a test drive on the information
super highway. . .if you get lost or
crash there is help nearby and it's
toll free.

"Having the internet access re-
ally expands the Los Feliz Branch
Library into a world wide resource.
You can research. . .and find. . .ev-
erything from ajob in Hollywood to
12,848 documents on cancer, to the
latest jokes in Armenia.

“Since we only have one inter-
net computer. . .donations of
equipment or money are welcome.
. .there is a daily sign up sheet
where you can reserve your half
hour in cyberspace. If no one’s
waiting you can often keep on go-
ing for another half hour. And one
thing it takes no time to find out...
there should be a surgeon
general’s warning because surfin’-
the-net can become addictive.”

Peter concluded our conversation:

“The Internet will help with
work and with homework, and pro-
vide amusement. Classes should
begin in the near future. At the mo-
ment, we are providing access and
learning a lot from the children. “

And as I looked across the library

Printed toal ond purp

Buy both or choose
your favorite, Get the
classic Franklin Hills
logo shirt with the
Shakespeare Bridge 2-
color design printed in
teal and purple. There's
also the Franklin Hills
End OFf Summer Festival
design printed in white
on either a peacock
blue or purple shirt. Ali
are heavy-duty 100%
cotton. Designed an
illustrated by Eugene

Franklin H|I|s-.f5huk\asﬁwm Bridge

on a white shirt

Cheltenham.

All proceads from the sale

of the shirts go fo help fun

the Franklin Hills Residents Chooss from:
Association’s efforfs fo - P:iicrkomﬁe
preserve and enhance our - Purple

Franklin Hills End of Summer Festival

nejghborhood. Printed white on peacock blve or purple shirt

from the stacks to the ro of computers,
sure enough, there was a very serious
10-year-old carefully helping a middle
aged patron printouther finds. Cherchez
les kids! Et vive la bibliotheque!

| N NN S D BN N N S B B B
: O RDER F ORM :
- 1 T-SHIRT/S$12 | 2 T-SHIRTS/$22 | 3 T-SHIRTS/$30 -

MAIL TO: Franklin Hills T-Shirt, PO. Box 29122, Los Angeles, CA 90029
| | MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Franklin Hills Residents Association [Do not send cash.} [
Please allow 2 to 4 weeks tor delivery. T-shirts subject to availability.
N A . i
[ W STYLE NO. OF SHIRTS COST} |
l Framilin Hifls/ Shokespeord Bridge | MED L B LG l
I [PLRPLE] Erd OF Sumimer Fesijval MED. (] EX Iz .
I [BLLIE) End OF Summsar Fastival MED I EX. LG l
Aeld pestane and hoadling +52.00
l Tatal (Do not send cash.] .
I i
| e |
B oo AFT [ |
i Y i
| | |
B s P B
FRANKLIN HIELS RESIDENTS  [YES
1 ASSOCIATION MEMBER?:  [NO i
.---------------------.
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REBIRTH OF NEW YET OLD INDEPENDENT
BOOKSTORE IN LOS FELIZ VILLAGE

By Marcelle Zonta

pendent Los Angeles reading

public, when Chatterton’s, one
of the few independent bookstores
in the area, closed down due to the
death of William “Koki” Iwamoto
who was the driving force behind
Chatterton’s.

As of November 1st, there has
been a rebirth of Chatterton’s in the
form of a wonderful new bookstore
called SKYLIGHT BOOKS. (Lo-
cated in the same spot, at 1818 N,
Vermont Avenue, south of Frank-
lin, next to the Los Feliz Cinema
and across-from the Post Office).
We visited the store while waiting
for the theater to open up and
found to our delight, that though
things had changed slightly in the
interior, which now supports a
large and wonderful tree in the
middle, there are still spaces for sit-
ting and browsing.

Although, they are still adding
more stock to their shelves, Sky-
light Books promises to be just as
exciting as the old Chatterton’s,
and-quite clearly is leaning in the

It was a sad day for the inde

direction of the “alternative”
choices in books. Skylight is not
attempting to be another Chatter-
tons but it is building on that foun-
dation of the independent book-
store and will no doubt turn out to
be just what we in the area have
been hoping for.

Like Chatterton’s before them,
the new owners hope the store will
become a real community gather-

ing place and a place of creativity,
with “works in progress™ perfor-
mances, author visits and readings,
political and community discus-
sions etc.

By the time you read this, the
Grand Opening will already have
taken place during the Thanksgiv-
ing weekend. But the exciting plans
include the following: Nancy
Cartwright, the voice of Bart
Simpson, will read children’s sto-
ries, local poet Wanda Coleman
will read from her latest work,
“Native Daughter.” James Ragan,
a professor with USC’s writing
program, will also be reading some
of his own works. There are also
hints of surprise guests who will be
reading from select authors associ-
ated with Los Angeles, like
Raymond Chandler, Nathaniel
West and Charles Bukowski.

So if you've a few minutes or
more to spare, look in on the SKY-
LIGHT bookstore. T know you will
be most pleasantly surprised. See
you there.

A general bookstore with a focus on literature,
film and theatre  children’s books

7 days (M-Sat 10-10; Sun 10-6); Services include special orders
Special offer: 10% off book purchase with original of this ad.

(213) 660-1175, fax: (213) 660-0282
1818 N. Vermont in Los Feliz Village
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MEDIAN from p. 1

The median planting is now one year old, and as we
celebrateits firstbirthday we have good reason to be proud-
it is growing well, its structure is developing its beauty is
apparent. It survived a year without suffering vandalism
or theft of any kind; it weathered the rain of its first winter
without eroding or sliding into the roadway. Its irrigation
system works well, all small bugs and glitches rectified. Its
plaque commemorating Donald Bolton is in place.

In the next year we can look forward to its continued
growth, and its increasing drought-tolerance and hardi-
ness as plants become established on the site. We can ex-
pect to enjoy more flowers this coming year, as plants
mature, and less weeding, as they fill in the bare areas of
ground around them. In short, we can look forward to the
median becoming more beautiful this year, and every year
following, as plants becomes established and develop into
their mature forms.

Some Background Notes on the Franklin Avenue
Median Design Intent

The Franklin Avenue Median is designed to visually
reflect its particular location in the Los Feliz/ Franklin Hills
area of Los Angeles, California. It contains many plants na-
tive to hillside areas of Southern California, plants which
can he found growing naturally in the hills of Griffith Park
and the lower areas of the San Gabriel Mountains. It also
contains plants growing in the front gardens of houses on
either side of Franklin Avenue. If you look closely you'll
see purple lantana, for example, growing on the median
just across the roadway from where it covers a neighbor’s
front yard slope.

Plants have been selected and placed on the median to
bloom in succession, with the furthest reaches of the project
area blooming in fall and winter, and the mid-sections pro-
viding spring and summer bloom.

BRIDGE, from p. 1

Starting on the 53rd anniversary of D-Day...June éth...for
you historically challenged folks...an army of workers will
take the bridge out of action and begin extensive earthquake
strengthening. According to project engineer Raffi Massaloki
the really noisy part of demolition won’t begin until June 23,
1997. The date was chosen to ease the potential for aching
eardrums, and strained teacher tonsils at the LILA school just
below the bridge. The school will be out for the summer.

By this time next year the bridge should be stronger than
whenitwas new in 1926...and look even morelike the original
plan. City researchers found old plans showing eight lamp-
posts instead of the current four. For Franklin Hills residents
who’d like to have a challenging job near home, the City’s
request for bids on the project goes out January 9, 1997.
Bridgework anyone?

In these ways the landscape design acts as a locator
of sorts. It is a landmark for the Franklin Hills and Los Feliz
area, it acknowledges its location in a residential neighbor-
hood surrounded by residential landscape design, and it
refers to its greater geographical location in Southern Cali-
fornia in time.

Climate and Color in Southern California:

Our Southern California climate of mild rainy winters
and hot dry summers is described as a Mediterranean one.
We have a dry season from May to October and a distinct
rainy one from November to April, but within our rainy
season precipitation is erratic and unpredictable, and made
more difficult to forecast by the recurrence of drought
cycles that can last for many years in a row.

The plants that are adapted to our Mediterranean cli-
mate have evolved with a strong correlation to the avail-
ability of water. As a result, many of these plants have ac-
tive growing and flowering cycles from mid winter to late
spring, and become less active or dormant from summer
through fall, as water supplies fail.

The quintessential look of California—the landscape of
golden brown rolling hills dotted with dark green umbrel-
las of Live Qak trees and other trees and shrubs throwing
their dark shadows on the ground—this is the look of a cli-
mate where perennials (grasses, in this case) go dormant in
the summer in response to drought and shrubs and trees
(such as the Oak) have tough, thick leaves which help them
retain water until winter rains arrive again.

Driving North on the 5 freeway from Los Feliz Boule-
vard, we can see this dotted green-on-brown landscape
covering the hills of Griffith Park through September and
into October or November. If we look closely at the specific
plants comprising this palette, we can see subtle variations
in the colors of these plants, variations which are also re-
sponses to climate and available rainfall.

Some of the area’s plants are succulents, such as the
Agaves, which absorb moisture in their fleshy stems and
leaves and resist drought with the use of their own internal
water supply. Certain woody shrubs, such as Eriogonum
giganteum and Fremontodendron have soft hairy cover-
ings on their (eaves which help to retain moisture and pro-
vide shade on the leaf surface. Other shrubs, such as Salvia
apiana, have leaves that are gray or silver in color to reflect
light. Many of the plants selected for the Median have one
or more of these particular adaptations.

The color and textural adaptations of these Mediterra-
nean plants is highly practical, but no more practical than
beautiful. The brown and silver/gray foliage that is preva-
lent in many plants adapted to our Mediterranean climate
gives this palette its wonderful smoky, shimmering quality.
The deep green leather-leafed evergreens that do well next
to them also look best next to them—dark green comple-
ments this gray /bronze palette.
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FHRA's ORGANIZATION STRUCTURE:

THE CRIME COMMITTEE
AND COMMUNITY POLICE
ADVISORY BOARD

t FHRA, there has always
been a standing committee
addressing the crime prob-

lems in the neighborhood. In the last
two years, the comunittee has been
given an additional responsibility, by
representing FHRA for the Northeast
Police Department Community Police
Advisory Board (CPAB).

The Northeast CPAB has repre-
sentatives from each community in the
Northeast LAPD Division. Adam
Weisman is the official CPAB beoard
member and Carol Skinner is the alter-
nate. Board members have direct ac-
cess to Division Captain Louis Gray
and attend monthly meetings at the
police station. Board members receive
biweekly crime statistics for the
Northeast Division, and can consult
with the Crime Analysis Division
(CAD), regarding specific crime trends
within specific neighborhoods.

FHRA is serviced by two inde-
pendent basic car units, ACL and Ab1.
Basic car unit A0T includes the el-
evated portion of FHRA (reporting
district 1143) and is managed by Se-
nior Lead Officer (SLO) Stacy
Miyamura. Basic car unit A51 covers
the area between ABC Studios and
King Junior High (reporting district
1152} and is managed by SLO Sam
Salazar. Each SLO has maintained
good communication with FHRA and
worked with board members in ad-
dressing the crime concerns of the
neighbors.

Over the last two years, a number
of issues have been forwarded by
Adam and Carol to meet the needs of
FHRA. First, we have been vocal in
getting CAD data, to better under-
stand the crime trends in our neigh-
borhood. LAPD has been slow in dis-

By Adam Weisman

seminating such information, but in
the last few months the CAD pro-
gram is working for FHRA.

Second, as mentioned above, we
are serviced by two basic car unit and
their respective senior lead officers.
Although two he maybe better than
one, two managers more often work
at cross purposes which makes for a
confusing crime policy. In the last
month, FHRA has been stunned to
learn that the 1143 reporting district
will be switched to a “new” basic car
unit, which is primarily based in Sil-
verlake. This has led to a number of
meetings with city and police offi-
cials, to voice our concerns about this
change. While we welcome the addi-
tion of a new basic car unit to North-
east LAPD, the crime committee does

DIAMOND TOWING
ﬁ‘_ﬁ‘%\ﬂ@?ﬁ? = MR D bt

+ FLAT BED

+ LOCK OUTS

- JUMPSTART

+ FREE TOWING
w/REPAIR

24-HOUR TOWING SERVICE

not believe the 1143 should be
switched to a different geographic dis-
trict. We have made two proposals: one
of which involves combining 1143 and
1152 under SLO Salazar. The second
idea, keeping 1143 with SLO
Miyamura, has been flatly denied. In
the next few months, the outcome of
this issue will be known.

Last, Adam and Carol have
worked hard to improve the communi-
cation channels between police and
neighbors. We have acted as a sound-
ing board for neighbors who have been
victims of crime. Through Adam’s pro-
fessional involvement with the law en-
forcement, legal, and correctional sys-
tem, he has provided on-call service to
crime victims in the neighborhood.

Continued on next page

FREE
REMOVAL

UNWANTED
CARS

| Fastest Service for Franklin Hills * Complete Auto Repair

213-225-4898

2420 FORNEY ST., LOS ANGELES

HARPWOOP FLOORING

Refinishing

| (818)1398-4389

Installation |
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THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

By Adam Weisman

it is helpful to explain the structure of the organi

zation. There are eleven members of the board of
directors, who are elected to a two-year term. Five
board members are elected each even-numbered year,
six members are elected each odd-numbered year.
From the board of directors, the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Treasurer, and Secretary, and Chairman, are
elected. The Chairman is an emeritus position limited
to past-presidents. The board meets monthly for ap-
proximately two hours. An agenda for the meetings is
developed by the President.

FHRA is always looking for members who are in-
terested in serving on the board. Every year, at least
one board member steps off the board, often to work
on a single project within the hills. Each member
works very hard within the organizational process. We
welcome nominations from the hill and invite anyone
interested to come to a board meeting and see what
goes on.

l il or many residents who have not heard of FHRA,

Italian Gourmet Cuisine
with a neighborhood ambiance

Indoor and heated patio dining

Take out menu

Tonyv & Rosemary De Monte

CPAB, from p. 10 2547 Hyperion Avenite
Carol has developed business card and stationary for all Los Angeles, C4 90027
CPAB board members, to enhance CPAB’s image in the
community. 213.662-5900; fax 662-0878

In the spirit of community service, the crime commit-
tee is always looking for new members. Future projects mn-
clude developing a block watch program focusing upon the
neighborhood surrounding King Middle School.

§ Please c01.1tact Adam or Carol for more information or DISCO[]N'T IHEDIC AL
if you would like to serve on the CPAB Board. P CY

mostinsurance plans accepted

FH ﬂn Nee DS freedeliveryinlocalarea
VOLUNTEERS = ..coimmssnin

, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
1996 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We are going to keep this section short so that you don’t become bored with the FHRA
directors. There are 11 of us, and as a public service to save you the math of converting the year we
moved to Franklin Hills into impressive statistics...we've been here a total of 189 years...that’s an
average of over 17 years per director. While we don"thave any butchers, bakers or candlestick makers,
we earn a buck in a wide variety of ways. Take a look below...and when you see one of us in the
neighborhood say hello.

Adam Weisman, Ph.D., President, 1992, Forensic
Psychologist...examines crazy crooks...teaches at USC.
and Pepperdine.

Chris Boutelle, Vice President, 1980,
Television Studio Grip...or is that vise grip.

Bruce Carroll, Treasurer, 1970, Retired Expert . . .
spent 28 years at ABC News becoming a curmudgeon.

Timothy Cutler, Secretary, 1992, Attorney
...afraid hell sue if we joke about his profession.

ECONOMIC PLUMBING
and HEATING

Since 1919

« RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
e 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Mention this ad at time of call
and receive $10 discount

(213) 664-2996

Contractors License Number: 655627
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Bryant Crouse, 1984, Entertainment Industry
Executive Recruiter...aka headhunter.

Sally Lindblom, 1990, Director of Contracting for major
Medical Group... Operates to relieve HMO's of $$$.

Charley Mims, 1986, Chief Construction Inspector, -
LA City Public Works... secretly runs the whole city.

Carol Skinner, 1968, Retired LAUSD Vocal Music
Teacher...now voices creativity through desktop publishing.

Violet Weber, 1965, Fashion Export Consultant...nicest former
LA Times fashion editor on the hill or in the dales

Marcelle Zonta, 1970, MetroRail Engineering
Receptionist...fastest walker en the hill.

FONDAS ELECTRIC

SERVING FRANKLIN HILLS AND LOS FELIZ FOR 42 YEARS

Recidential and Commercial

24-hour Emergency Service

213) 66-3825

Contractore License Number: 5046224
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VISTA EXPRESS
Greal Service for
Great People
.mm Compos|iiig Imaging
+ Liasgs Scabo Digital Culput
« Flery Prints « Canon Laser Color

Copias + High Speed Xerox Copirs.

« Filx Servles - Full Colar T-Shirl Printing
« Mowinting & Livminating
« Backsil & Murg) Prinfing

- e Halr Phota Sarvice

MISTA EXPRESS 213.913.2525

#4174 Sunset Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027 (2t Hillhurst ipad b e Vidts Theatre)

( | . AN
b * ot b ORI %
Holiday (Breetings
JM 1t 4
e 5 %

. Video
DJjourneys

Largest videotape and
laser disc selection in

Los Feliz and Silver Lake

(213) 663-5857
2728 Griffith Park Boulevard

.k"\ g

ADOPT-A- STAIR
PROGRAM

Amongst Franklin Hills are 14 public access stairways,
which were constructed during the 1930’s. Today, many of
the stairs are in need of maintenance and reconstruction.
Because of Proposition 13, the formal stairway maintenance
program administered by the city was cut. In the last three
years, FHRA has developed an adopt-a-stair program, to
encourage residents to take care of the stairways. Many of
you have taken the challenge and helped keep the stairs
clean,

In response to our program, the city has joined in to
help restore our stairways. The city restored the Sanborn-
Clayton stairway banister. Within the last month, construc-
tion work began at the Sanborn Stair (Sanborn near Sunset
Drive) to rebuild the stair and drainage system. FHRA fu-
ture projects include a community service day with Mar-
shall High School, involving portions of Radio Walk and
Prospect Walk stairways.

If you are interested in the adopt-a-stair program,
or would like to help plan a stair cleaning day, please con-
tact Adam Weisman at 666-4630.

[GARQL’S CRITTER CARE\

PET CARE WHILE YOU ARE AWAY FROM HOME

sonpen _ (213)660-3846  wLicensep

& e

Community Computer Services

Programs

Fliers o
};hv'rra’riténs A S N

ustow Greeting Cards o .
Business Cards el Carol Skinner
Menus = 7 1806 Hollyvista Ave
Pata Base Los Angeles CA 90027
Address Books/Rolodex {213) 662-1779
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Liability insured
Workmen's Comp
CA License: 709013

Doryon Maintenance Co., Inc
Ask for Nathan

(213) 660-0544

(800) 577-1517

" Mon-Fri 8amto 5 pm « Saturday 7 am to 6:30 pm
. 1922 Hillhurst Avenue, Los FelizViIIage

DORYON MAINTENANCE

Flastering, Fainting & Cleaning
Complete Janitorial Service
Residential « Commercial ® Industrial
Preparation of Rental Unit

Professional Dry Cleaning & Laundry * Expert Alterations
* Reweaving & Repairs *+ Wedding Gown Cleaning
* One day service * Plant on premises

213.665-0737

Your neighbor for 50 years!

s Feliz (Cleaners
L (!

Save 20% on
dry cleaning ar 10% on
dress shirts with this ad.

Limit one discount
per customer

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

mees . Packaglng . Shrppmg

'HOLIDAY SPECIALS

$3 OFF Any U.P.S. or

FedEx Shipment
over $6.00

Free Estimmates * Reasonable Prices
Job Satisfation Assured
Franklin Hills References Available

FREE FAX

Anywhere in the continental

BAYLESS

CHEVRON SERVICE

United States (up to 3 pages}

exp, 2-28-97

1954 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Feliz, CA 80027
(opposite Cal Fed Bank)

(213) 662-9000

Dappy Holidays to our Friends in Franklin hills

from Ted and John and the crew

18692 N. Hillhurst Avenue(at Franklin)
665-9837

l sus EASTSIDE RECORDS
&
“‘ bgh‘ CDS » TAPES o LPs
10 BUY e« SELL s TRADE
2804 Hw:.}gfiﬂ:,_].: 1813 Hillhurst Avenue 213 0913 07461
Los Angeles, CA 90027 L Los Angeles, CA 90027 Fax 213 913 #7463 ;
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AN OPEN LETTER
A Plea To Fellow Dog Owners

My family often gets its only exercise when we take
our dog Chelsea on the evening walk.

When we go on these walks, we always make a big
show of cleaning up after our dog. We quickly lift up the
plastic bag high in the air, then scoop it down and pick up
the poop, yuck. It may be unpleasant, but hey, it's neces-
sary.

In the last few months, new signs have sprung up ask-
ing the residents to pick up after their dogs. Whenever we
see these signs we hope they don’t think it’s us leaving be-
hind the ugly mess. The point is that it is clear the senti-
ment of the Franklin Hills residents has reached its limit of
tolerance.

To help the dog owners, some of the neighbors have
put up bins as repositories for our beloved pets. And, there
is a natural greenway along the Mayview-Udell Court
stairway and at the end of Lyric Avenue-Hyperion stair-
way.

There are a lot of people who love the neighborhood
and want to stay. Collectively, we can make this a better
place to live. Lets not get to the point where we may actu-
ally be wearing ankle-high boots to avoid the dog hazards
of the neighborhood. Please clean up after your pets.

Sally Lindblom,
Franklin Hills

Tel: 213/666-3365; Fax: 213/666-2155 ¢
S. of Los Feliz

The Golden Needle Tailoring

Innovative & Traditional Quality Expertise

Open: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 -7

GUNRIGE PET A

A complete Iine of pet supplies and food for all animals

(213) 665-2215

1327 Sunset Boulevard ¢ Los Angeles, CA 90029

{across from McDonalds)

CRITTERS

Possurns and skunks and coyofes and all
When nights are brisk are ouf having a ball.

The moon shines brightly on various beasties
Wwho paw through the garbage in hopes of some “feasties”.

The hill is alive with the voices of hounds
A siren will do it, or any old sounds.

The kitty cats watch from their favorite perches
If they're out they will go on some serious searches

For mockingbirds, scrub jays and pigeons galore
Who populate trees and the patio floor.

The census consensus will never be frue
Since it overlooks species excepf me and you.

—(arol Skizmer

«es CUSTOM TAILORING +=- ALTERATIONS OF ALL KINDS =+ INVISIBLE REWEAVING ++« LEATHER AND
FUR COAT GLEANING AND CARE «+ DIGITAL COLOUR MONOGRAMS & EMBROIDERY WITH IN-HOUSE
GRAPHIC DIGITIZING FOR ANY PERSONAL GIFT OR PROMOTIONAL IDEAS

00 pm; Sal. 9:30 - 4:00 pm;
2044 ﬂillhurstﬂvenue, Los gIngeles, CA 90027
Boulevard, across from Lucky’s Markel

ND FEED
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SCAM WATCH

by Chris Boutelle

You get home and notice that the message light is blinking on your answering
machine. You listen to the message which has several wrinkles, but the best one is
the caller asks you to call a number beginning with area code 809 to receive
information about a family member who has been taken ill. (They may also tell you
someone has been arested, died or you may have won a wonderful prize.)

In any event, concerned or curious, you make the call. Sometimes the phone
will be answered by a person who claims to speak broken English. (The idea is to
keep you on the line to build up charges.) Or, sometimes you will just get a long
recorded message. The bottom line is, when your phone bill comes, you see an
incredible charge, often more than $100!

Crooks are using the 809 numbers as “pay-per-calls” and to get around the
USregulations and 900 number blocking. Every time someone calls the number, the
scam artists receive a greatly inflated rebate from the foreign phone company. Since
the 809 numbers are in the Caribbean, they aren’t bound by United States 900
number regulations that require them to warn you of the c;harge and rate involved,
and also to provide a time period during which you may terminate the call without
being charged.

The newest twist to this scam is to page people using the 809 numbers. With
the new area code changes, people unknowingly are returning these calls. When the
bill comes, there are HUGE charges for the calls.

My suggestion is that no matter how you get the message, if you are asked
to call a number with an 809 area code that you don’t recognize, DON'T RETURN
THE CALL! It is bad enough that the criminal is invading your privacy, don’t let
them invade your wallet as well!

Scams of this type are extremely hard to prosecute and since you did actually
make the call, neither your local phone company or your long distance carrier will
want to get involved. They’ll tell you that they are simply providing the billing for
the foreign company. You end up trying to deal (over the phone) with a foreign
company that feels they have done no wrong. It can be a real nightmare!
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THE CRIME COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY POLICE
ADVISORY BOARD

t FHRA, there has always been a
A standing committee addressing
the crime problems in the neigh-
borhood. In the last two years, the commit-
tee has been given an additional responsi-
bility, by representing FHRA for the North-
east Police Department Community Police
Advisory Board (CPAB).
TheNortheastCPPABhasrepresen-
tatives from each community in the North-
east LAPD Division. Adam Weisman is the
official CPAB board member and Carol
Skinner is the alternate. Board members
have direct access to Division Captain Louis
Gray and attend monthly meetings at the
police station. Board members receive bi-
weekly crime statistics for the Northeast Di-
vision, and can consulf with the Crime
Analysis Division(CAD), regarding specific
crime trendswithin specificneighborhoods.
FHRA isserviced by twoindepen-
dent basic car units, A01 and A51. Basic car

by Adam Weisman

unit A0 includes the elevated portion of
FHRA (reporting district 1143) and is man-
aged by Senior Lead Officer (SLO} Stacy
Miyamura. Basic car unit A51 covers the
area between ABC Studios and King Junior
High (reporting district 1152) and is man-
aged by SLO Sam Salazar. Each SLO has
maintained good communicafion with
FHRA and worked with board membersin
addressing the crime concerns of the neigh-
bors.

Over the last two years, a number
of issues have been forwarded by Adam
and Carol tomeet the needs of FHRA. First,
we have been vocal in getting CAD data, to
better understand the crime trends in our
neighborhood. LAPD has been slow in dis-
seminating such information, butin the last
few months the CAD program is working
for FHRA.

Second, as mentioned above, we
are serviced by two basic car unit and their
respectiveseniorlead officers. Although two
he maybe better than one, two managers

Mon-Sat: 10am-5:30pm; Sun: 12 pm-5 pm

* Extended holiday hours
s Extensive multicultural and

Spanish language section

* Knowledgeable staff

CHILDREN’SeBOOK*STORE

2640 GRIFFITH PARK BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES, CA 90039
213 « 6681996

TﬂﬂVGL LAB

1943 Hillhurst Avenue
| Los Angeles, CA 90027

WA
WS,

(213) 660-9811
Call Us For All Your

Travel needs.

Enjoy the Luxury of

Full Service ‘
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more often work at cross purposes which
makes for a confusing crime policy. In the
last month, FHRA has been stunned tolearn
that the 1143 reporting district will be
switched to a “new” basic car unit, which is
primarily based in Silverlake. This has led to
a number of meetings with city and police
officials, to voice our concerns about this
change. While we welcome the addition of a
new basic car unit to Northeast LAPD, the
crime committee does not believe the 1143
should be switched to a different geographic
district. We have made two proposals: one of
which involves combining 1143 and 1152
under SLO Salazar. The second idea, keep-
ing 1143 with SLOMiyamura, hasbeen flatly
denied. In the next few months, the outcome
of this issue will be known.

Last, Adamand Carclhave worked
hard to improve the communication chan-
nels between police and neighbors. We have
acted asa soundingboard for neighbors who
havebeenvictimsofcrime, Through Adam’s
professional involvement with the law en-
forcement, legal, and correctional systemn, he
has provided on-call service to crime victims
in the neighborhood. Carol has developed
business card and stationary for alil CPAB
board members, to enhance CPAB’s image
in the comumunity.

In the spirit of community service,
the crime committee is always looking for
new members. Future projects include de-
veloping a block watch program focusing
upon the neighborhood surrounding King
MiddleSchool. Please contact Adamor Carol
for more information or if you would like to
serve on the CPAB Board.

BALLER
HARDWARE

2505 IYPERION AVENUE
(215) 662-4149
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FRANKLIN THRILLS ) a DelIC O c Al
s |7 Restaurant and Patisserie Yl
Winter’s here (i ﬁ'Hu
a g . 1l \
Wind is chill, . Y « European bakery featuring gourmet pastries ,l
From th“; mountains - + Superb French continental cuisine ¢ =X
To our hill. Ifj} LV
¢ Serving a new and extended menu for dinner W
Days are short |'.';Z-;}"I I,P'-f-'l{'l
Nights are bright, 'Ir.,l | Tuesday through Sunday L l.:'
With the glitter Wy for breakflast. brunch. hinch & dinner R !
Of wind-blown light. o =)
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Here we sit r" - (213) 669-7640 e W
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Brightly lit. el xS #L__:", e =)
Cross our bridge
Climb our stair VERMONT CANYON TENNIS COMPLEX
Try the door in Griffith Park

At our lair.
Tennis Lessons * All Certified Tennis Professionals
— Caml‘jl@'nmr
PRIVATES « GROUPS » CLINICs « SPECIAL EVENTS
TOURNAMENTS « PRO SHOP » STRINGING
DEMO RACKETS

2715 Vermont Avenue, Los Feliz « 213/663-6549

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE
Best Wishes for the Holiday Season!

27 T 24 Hogr emergency service « Auto Io<_:k spemapsts . Locks mstallgd
Los Angeles, California 90027 Combinations changed * Master Keying * Residential ¢« Commercial
(213) 662-1334 Fax (213) 662-4328 1856 N. Vermont Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue

Kiyo Tashima, President 663-8351

PALERMO

; RISTORANTE ITALIANO

W =N Delicious Itatian Cuisine In The OLd World Traditi
OPEN DAILY 11:00 am. - et} oo fHalian Cuisine T The O orkdTradition LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

CLOSED TUESDAYS "= Reserve our banquet room for your party HOME DELIVERY
1858 N. VERMONT AVENUE, LOS ANGELES (213) 663-1178 and 663-1430
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‘Tis the Month Before Xmas

and near each Franklin House
There’s a new neighbor stirring...
who owns Mickey Mouse.

When mega-mouse Disney, swallows your biggest neighbor... ABC-Capital Cities...you
might wonder: what's next? Robert L. Young, Vice President and General Manager of ABC’s West
Coast Operations, is not just wondering what’s next...he’s planning for it. And what’s encourag-
ing, according to FHRA President Adam Weisman is, “He’s a young approachable guy whose
willing to work with the community.”

Young has developed a long range plan that has KABC, Channel 7, moving from the
neighborhood within the next few years. That would leave the studio (which, at 84 years, is
probably the oldest thing in Franklin Hills except for the rocks) to be used for production both by
the ABC Network and Disney Studios. The as-yet-unapproved plan envisions two new stage, and
the removal of a couple of older buildings to increase parking.

Already some Disney production has been moved to the TV Center Lot and top Disney
execs have eagerly toured their new toy...something Cap Cities head hochos never bothered to do.
In fact Cap Cities kept parts of the facility idle much of the ten years they owned it.

While Disney ownership won’t magically transform TV Center into “The Happiest Place
on Earth,” Young is happy about the signs of Disney interest in preserving and improving the
facility, and we in Franklin Hills should be happy that Young really seems committed to being a

good neighbor.
— Bruce (arroll
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HOJIIY DAYS? HOJY DAYS?
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s sk e “Tj God meant man {o fly we would ~ To get the fortune cookie
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k’ 4 f Fo is 'g ® “Fora gqﬂ([ l]f[l,_g[,_\"l{l,_ place more $500 in Chinese dinners.
bolly... Ccm emphasis on Life than Sgyle.” Send just $4 each or
In a frantic rush to show we're jolly Prsam el o “{word to (he wise is generally $10 for 3 hooks fo:

Holiday season...let’s pour on the (heer.
Shopping lists, parties and flashing

reindeer. B A : .
<3 Sunrice Domestie Agency
Now, just imagine, NO bells a ]-z'nglm’,,, = e Nannies  Specializing in Quality Placements
The malls bereft of phony Kris Kyinglin’ " DELIVEI-I Caregivers and Personal Service
Companions 213-462-7873
It's hard to conceive a true silent night... fhad Houskeepers email: purecare@juno.com
Ditto that (Christmas bere will be white. & Verified References @ Legal Status & CPR Training
But ler’s iry..as this season is greeted... I,-F;: N
l@?p its true meaning...don’f furﬂ)ﬂr t @
. full hair care service
e n/ beauty supplies
- _expert !1air colori_sts
We all can bestow a truly fine gift. ’ AL N NaiSSHEE SRR
One simple smile gives someone a lﬁ"t. S @
'. 2115 Hillhurst Avenue * Los Feliz Village ¢ (213) 666-8850
Peace takes a whole world of smiles NS ] )
Why not start vight heve on our Franklin
" SAY CHEESE
e gourmet store ()')) espresso cafe
o I N Your neighborhood source for gourmet entertaining,
holiday gifts, and personalized gourmet baskets.
F H RA I 2800 Hyperion Avenue « Silver Lake
) 213.665-0545 « Fax 213.665-6465
See page 23 for details \S P

redmdant.” Bruce Carroll

PO Box 29593

Holiday Volume Discounts: 213.467-8703 L.A., CA 90029
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FOR WHAT

- OPINION

ITS WORTH

by Don Waldrop

As former President of the FHRA and Editor, Pub-
lisher, Designer and Type Setter of this newsletter, I would
like to take a little space to thank everyone for their dona-
tions and physical support of the various FHRA projects,
including but not limited to the Median Landscaping
Project, the End of Summer Festival, our Disaster Prepara-
tion Training Courses and the house-to-house hand deliv-
ery of these newsletters.

I ended my six year self-imposed term as President last
year with relief and pleasure to see the reins of leadership
taken up by new President, Adam Weisman. Adam brings
new energy and enthusiasm plus a Ph.D. in Psychology (a
definite advantage when the need to motivate people
arises.) The new Vice President is

volunteering your own energy and presence.

Some of my Favorite Things

A recent arrival in the Franklin Hills, Los Feliz and Silverlak
area is a fantastic new small Italian restaurant on Hyperion
at Evans, called “Caffe Capriccio,” featuring Southern
Ttalian cuisine by chef/owner Tony De Monte and wife
Rosemary. They provide gourmet food in an informal family
style atmosphere, including service on their heated patio
area. Bring your own wine. (213) 662-5900

Don’t miss our newly restored neighborhood movie theater,
the Vista Theater, in all its Egyptian grandeur. It is repainte
in its original style and the owners have, amazingly, taken
out every other row of seats, so
patrons have unlimited leg room.

long-time board member and all-

around sparkplug, Chris
Boutelle, a never failing source of
energy for us all. With these guys
and the rest of the Board in
charge, the Association can't go |
wrong, [ urge you to support the
FHRA both financially and by

L

‘ ‘ ARBOR VITA GARDENING

Franklin Hills References Available

The projection and sound are stat
of the art, they show first run
movies, they have reasonable
prices and fresh popcorn. Still
better than a rented video any
day. We owe our thanks to
Director Lance Alspaugh for the
restoration.

Asuncion Garcia
(213) 871-1332

._ = - =
1961 Myra Avenue

=

1951 Myra Avenue

REM

GEORGE & EnLkeN MoreNo, REALTORS

Selling Los Feliz, Silverlake & the Hollywood Hills since 1976!

Call us when you’re ready to buy or sell your home in the
Franklin Hills and let us put our 20 years of experience in your
neighborhood to work for you.

® 1.os Feliz/Silverlake -- 213/668-7610
1761 Hillhurst Avenue * Los Angeles, CA 90027
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If you're interested in tennis, the new Vermont Canyon
Tennis Complex in Griffith Park is staffed with certified
tennis pros for private llessons, clinics, and pro shop. (213)
663-6549

Check out local artist Synthia Saint James new show at
Third World Art Exchange, 2016 Hillhurst Avenue. She is a
neighborhood treasure with her vibrant, bright colors in a
folk idiom. Get to it soon because her show ends on Decem-
ber 8th. (213) 666-9537

Have you actually BEEN to the Gene Autry Western
Heritage Museum in Griffith Park near the zoo? It honors
the American West, from its Native American roots through
pioneer times to the legacy that Hollywood created, not
only featuring Gene Autry but Roy Rogers and the other
cowboy movie heroes. A Frederick Winchester exhibition is
on now. It has a fabulous gift shop and a coffee shop for a
snack. (213) 667-2000.
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BIRTHDAY, continued from p.24

had spent a staggering $13,763.44. Even more staggering was
your generosity. In three months, from October through De-
cember of 1995, we raised over $11,000 from 112 FHRA mem-
bers and supporters. That about equaled all the dues and
donations for the previous three years.

At the official dedication of the median landscaping
where Councilman John Ferraro handed out certificates of
civicappreciation to the FHRA and those like Project Manager
Riceardo Accorsi, Landscape Designer Melinda Taylor, Chair-
man Don Waldrop and Charley Mims, whose magic navi-
gated the maze at City Hall. Ferraro commented, “One of the
nice things about being a council person is to come to a
gathering like this to celebrate something that you have done
yourself. You have taken an interest in your community and
neighborhood and made ita better community, a better neigh-
borhood because of your interest.”

This year that interest has declined. Donations have
fallen off to only $635. Expenses for new and replacement
plants, maintenance, water and the like have topped $1,200.
While we should all give ourselves a pat on the back for a fine
job, be careful not to dislocate your shoulder. The Median
committee wants you to be able to pickup your
checkbook...or a shovel...and give us a hand.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIFTS TO:
FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Post Office Box 29122, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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FRANKLIN HILLS OWN TYPESETTING & DESIGN STUDIO
Letterheads ¢ Business Cards  Flyers ¢ Photo Retouching
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We designed and typeset this newsletter

(213) 664-4124
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Personalized Pet Care

(213) 469-6482 + (818) 558-9200 pgr

Feeding & Exercise
Mail & Paper Pickup

Flant Care * Small Errands
Daily & Overnight Visits
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FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 29122, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027
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DUES are $20.00 per couple or $10.00 per person; AMOUNT ENCLOSED: [$10 $20 [ $50 [ Other $

Larger contributions are extremely welcome. Thank you for joining FHRA!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY DEAR MEDIAN

by Bruce Carroll

H appy Birthday to you...Happy Birthday to
you...Happy Birthday dear Median... Unlike most
one year olds, the Franklin Avenue Median
Landscaping didn't yell and scream during its first birth-
day party last month...and it didn’t get
cake all over it face. It did get a bunch
of new plants installed by a cadre of
volunteers who then dug into a 6-foot
sub lunch and devoured our beloved
Shakespeare Bridge...in cake form, of
course. :

About 30 possessors of green or
semi-green thumbs from FHRA, LFIA
and Marshall High spent a sunny Satur-
day morning sprucing up the median. It
was the largest turnout for any of the Median cleanup 7
planting days since the initial planting was done on Novem-
ber 11, 1995. That effort to erase an eyesore, also focused
attention on the Franklin Hills with coverage by ourneighbor,
Channel 7 Eyewitness News, and a big spread on the front
page of LA Sunday Times Metro section headlined, “Acts of
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Karen Weiss
MAKE THE RIGHT MOVE — CALL KAREN FIRST!

Caring Bloom Across Landscape.” Tt described our “tena-
cious efforts and generosity” as the agents that were able to
“transform one tiny irritating slice of the urban landscape into
something pleasing.”

Becoming more pleasing with the
passage of time, the median plants, like
babies, spent their first year growing,
creeping and crawling. While they didn’t
need diapers there were plenty of other
expenses. The irrigation system cost over
$5,000. But it's no good without
water...getting a water meter installed
cost another $1,200. The heavy labor and
skillful rock work cost over $3,000. And
then you need the plants. Ring up an-
other $2,000, not counting those donated by the Los Angeles
Conservation Corps and others. We avoided a huge expense
when the City donated their work to remove and cart away
the graffiti marred asphalt that none of us seem to miss.

When all the Median Project bills were in for 1995 we

See BIRTHDAY, p. 23
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