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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS

Well, it has been another interesting year 
in the Franklin Hills!  The weather has 
been great and the neighbors hospitable.  
Although personal injury crime continues 
to remain low, property crimes (car and 
home break-ins) continue to be a problem.  
After investigating various security patrol 
companies, your FHRA Board agreed to a 
three month experiment with Post Patrols.  
So far enough of our neighbors have 
signed up for this service, that the monthly 

rate o"ered is $40.00 per household.  My wife and I have signed up and 
we see the patrol come by several times a day.  While it may not prevent 
break-ins, we just feel a little better knowing that extra security is around.

The annual meeting was again interesting and informative.  We got to meet 
our new LAPD Northeast Division Captain William Murphy.  Hopefully he 
will stick around for a while.  Previous captains have either promoted or 
retired after a short amount of time in the division.  Captain Murphy looks 
like he may stay with us for a while.  I like his professional demeanor and 
openness.  

Mary Frances Smith-Reynolds informs us that the Hoover Street mural 
project is approaching completion.  The wall will soon be cleaned then 
the mural, which the artist painted in his studio on a plastic #lm, will be 
applied to the prepared wall.  Along with the new homes built at the end 
of this street and the landscaping and rock walls we succeeded in getting 
the City to build, this area has undergone a wonderful transformation 
from the dumping ground that existed previously.  Thanks are due to 
Jullian Harris-Calvin with Councilman Tom LaBonge’s o!ce and to Mary 
Frances Smith-Reynolds who has chaired this long term e"ort.  Great job 
Mary Frances!

We are continuing to monitor the noise from the Prospect Studios lot.  
There have been complaints from neighbors about the back up warning 
devices on trucks that the studio brings in at all hours of the night.  We 
have discussed this problem with Manie Ellis, the manager of the Prospect 
Studios lot.  Manie Ellis has indicated his concern, but the problem continues 
on an intermittent basis.

Juli Kolb continues to oversee the maintenance of the median island near 
the Shakespeare Bridge on Franklin Avenue.  She is currently receiving 
bids to replace the irrigation system so we can once again provide water 
to the plants that have been drying up due to the failure of the original 
irrigation system.  Hopefully this will occur soon.  If you would like to help 
defray some of these expenses, please send a check to the Franklin Hills 
Residents Association at our P. O. Box address.  Any amount would be 
helpful to help keep up the median.

We hope all Franklin Hills residents enjoy a healthy and happy holiday 
season and a prosperous new year!
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PROSPECT STUDIOS (323) 671-5000
LOS ANGELES CITY SERVICES  
  ALL SERVICES 311

ANIMAL CONTROL:  (888) 452-7381
 Dead Animal Pickup  (323) 227-7179
BARKING DOGS:   (888) 452-7381
BUILDING & SAFETY VIOLATIONS:
   888-LA4BUILD
COUNCILMAN  TOM LABONGE, 
 4th District  (213) 485-3337       
       200 N. Spring #480  LA, CA 90012
FIELD DEPUTY Jullian Harris-Calvin  (818)755-7630
FHRA VOICEMAIL: (323)908-6078
 FHRA@FranklinHills.org
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Emergency 911;
 Non-emergency:                    (213) 485-6185. 
HOMELESS, Food and Shelter  (323) 974-1234
INFO LINE (L.A. County Referral Service)
                         323-686-0950 or  800-339-6993
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY:   (323) 913-4710 
ALL CITY SERVICES:    311

POLICE:   EMERGENCY ONLY: 911
   ALL OTHER CALLS: (877)-ASK LAPD
              (877-275-5273)
Spanish:  (213) 485-4333; Asian:   (323) 893-8100 
Northeast Division, 
3353 San Fernando Road, LA 90065:
 Front Desk: (213) 485 2563     
 Community Relations: (213) 485-2548
 Gang Problems: (213) 485-7538
 Gra!ti: O!cer Colenzo: (213) 847-0511
 LAPD on the net: www.Lapdonline.com
 Los Feliz Outpost: (323) 913-4683
 Sr. Lead O!cer Al Polehonki: (213) 793-0763
 Sr. Lead O!cer Lenny Davis: (213) 793-0762
Tra!c Enforcement (Speeding): (213) 485-2799
POISON CONTROL (800) 876-4766
RAPE HOTLINE (310) 392-8381
RESTRAINING ORDER (213) 974-5587
SCHOOLS POLICE
 Marshall High 
 O!cer Chavez: (323)-660-1440 x 240
 Thomas Starr King Middle School:
 O!cer Harris:    (323)-664-1176 x140
STREET SERVICES:  (800) 996-2489
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO:  (800) 248-9726
 Bulky Item Removal: (800)773-2484
 Missed Trash Pick-up:  (800) 773-2489
TREE TRIMMING (Hazards):  (800) 996-2489
WATER & POWER:  (800) 342-5397
WE TIP (Anonymous crime tips) (800) 873-7283

COMMUNITY PHONES
“Community Organizers” Still Needed

By Bruce Carroll

In addition to the Big One 
this year there were two elec-
tions very close to home. In 
June FHRA members elected 
5 members to the FHRA Board. 
Among those selected were 
new-comer Michelle Parkinson 
and 4 returning board members: 
President, Charley Mims; Vice 
President, Juli Kolb; plus Eric 
Frase and Ann Richardson.

The second election in June was for the Greater Gri!th 
Park Neighborhood Council. District “E” of the GGPNC 
is sort of like FHRAland on 
steroids. It includes all of the 
traditional FHRA territory plus 
additional blocks to the west 
and south. When the votes 
were counted by the City Clerk 
I was re-elected as one of two 
District E” representatives and 
there was a new face, write-in 
candidate Mark Mauceri cam-
paigned hard and won as the 
other guy from District “E.”

Mauceri, a TV programmer in real life, lives with wife 
Rita and 3 kids just west of Talmadge. Now an FHRA  
member (we  have over 300 so far this year) he’s taken 
an interest in the community he calls, “the best little 
neighborhood in all of L.A.”

One of the issues he’s helped out on is following up 
the FHRA and GGPNC request for a utility pole street light 
on Myra between Clayton and Cumberland. Residents of 
that area requested help to reverse the darkness after an 
attempted armed robbery and numerous car break-ins 
in the last few months.

Even though this year’s elections are over, it’s not too 
late to get involved. The FHRA board currently has two 
vacancies. Anyone who’s been an FHRA member for 6 
months is eligible. Please let us know you’re interested 
in helping your neighborhood.

The GGPNC will also likely have a vacancy or two after 
the #rst of the year. Check the www.GGPNC.org website. 
This could be your #rst step toward the White House.
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Crime and the LAPD

By Juli Kolb
The Franklin Hills community has many concerns, how-

ever one that remains constant is crime. Over the past year, 
the FHRA has received reports of violent robberies, home 
burglaries, burglaries from motor vehicles, vandalism, tru-
ant students and most recently trespassing to take recycla-
bles from blue bins. 

Quality of life 
concerns, wheth-
er from the noisy 
neighbor, business 
or barking dog, also 
abound in our ur-
ban environment.  
The FHRA Board 
responds with in-
formation and as-
sistance to the best 
of our abilities, After 
all, we’re just volun-
teers and neighbors, 
working to keep the 
Franklin Hills a place 
where we all want 
to live.

To that end, the FHRA looks to City government for 
assistance with many of our needs.  Fortunately we enjoy 
a positive responsive relationship with the Council District 
4 representatives, Deputy City Attorney Donna Wong, and  
the  LAPD Northeast Division.

LAPD Northeast Division is located on San Fernan-
do Road, 3 blocks northwest of the 2 freeway. Northeast 
covers approximately 30 square miles and serves over 
300,000 residents. As we have heard many times, LAPD 
resources are stretched very thin and our community is 
no exception.  

At the FHRA annual meeting in June, a featured 
speaker was Northeast Division commanding o!cer Cap-
tain William Murphy.  Captain Murphy was most recently 
commanding o!cer at the LAPD academy, and during 
his 20 year LAPD career has served in the Hollenbeck, 
Newton and the 77th Patrol Division. He discussed e"orts 
to reduce crime by providing expanded car coverage, to 
involve the community in volunteer outreach e"orts and 
most importantly to rely 
heavily on the Senior Lead 
O!cer (SLO) program. 

Franklin Hills has 
benefited greatly from 
SLO Al Polehonki and the 
recently retired Sam Sala-
zar. Captain Murphy intro-
duced Sam’s replacement, 
SLO Lenning Davis,  or 
“Lenny” to most everyone.  
He comes to Northeast 
from Highland Park and 
along with Capt. Murphy 
pledges to provide the support we need to address our 
concerns.  We are lucky to have them both.

To illustrate the importance of the SLO program, 
over the summer the neighborhood was experiencing 
a major increase in burglaries from vehicles.  Our SLO’s 
were on patrol, a call from dispatch alerted them to report 
of a car break-in, they spotted someone crouched be-
tween 2 cars and upon further investigation found that 
he was in possession of stolen items. He subsequently 
admitted to many similar crimes and his arrest cut the 
burglary from motor vehicle reports by 90%. However it 
is important to remember to remove all valuables from 
your car, including GPS devices.  Unless your car is in a 
locked garage it’s the same as leaving an invitation to 
steal when anything of value is left in plain sight.  

Too bad it’s this way, but the police can only do 
their job with your help. In conclusion, crime isn’t going 
away. As a community we can do much to improve the 
situation.  If you see something amiss call and report it. 
If you are the victim of a crime, no matter how much 
you’d rather just forget about it, report it. Every report 
gives us more attention from LAPD and helps to prevent 
a reoccurrence. 

911 for emergencies, LAPD non-emergency 
1-877-ASK-LAPD(275-5273) or 311 for gra!ti paint-out, 
bulky item pick-up or most other concerns.  

��ϐ����������������
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 In June and July, 2008, 
Franklin Hills experienced a dis-
turbing rise in property crimes, 
including cars being broken into 
and shopping bags stolen.  The 
FHRA Board, spurred by proactive 
neighbor Erika Gjovik, looked into 
security patrols in our neighbor-
hood and implemented a pilot program to have pri-
vate security cars patrol the neighborhood for a three 
month period.  Whether the patrols slowed the crime, 
or the thieves decided to move on, we have had many 
fewer reports of crime since then.  However, residents 
need to remain alert and call the police to report any 
crime, major or minor.  Remember that #ling a police 
report will increase our visibility to the LAPD and could 
result in more resources being dedicated to our area.

 FHRA also negotiated a reduced rate from 
Post Patrol for residents who seek to continue to have 
patrols drive round their house 6-9 times per day.  We 
sent out a $yer in August to let people know that if 
at least 10 residents signed up, Post would reduce its 
fee to $40 per month for 6-9 random patrols past the 
resident’s home per day (two to three per eight-hour 
shift).  Residents can sign up even if they have a security 
system with another vendor; the patrolling is an ad-
ditional service.  Unfortunately, Post does not permit 
neighbors to “share” the expense, in the sense that Post 
will only patrol the one house that pays the freight.  

We did have slightly more than 10 people who 
agreed to sign up, and the new security patrols started 
as of November 1.  Let us know if you want to sign up 
for the service or if you have other suggestions or ideas.  
We welcome your comments at FHRA@FranklinHills.org.

If you are not already on our FHRA e-mail list to get 
FHRAlerts when there are important community events 
or crimes in the neighborhood why not join now. Just 
send an us an e-mail at FHRA@ FranklinHills.org asking 
to be added to the FHRAlert list. 

1Good Neighbor +2 Good Cops 
+ Good Luck  =  Bad Guys -1

By Bruce Carroll

On a Tuesday afternoon late in September a resi-
dent in the 2100 block of Lyric Ave. noticed a prowler 
in the back yard and called 911. The radio report was 
received in the patrol car of the LAPD Senior Lead 
O!cers (SLO) assigned to the Franklin Hills area. Al 
Polehonki and Lenny Davis just happened to be patrol-
ling the area along Lyric near Hyperion. The reporting 
resident was still on the cellphone and waved to the 
o!cers as they passed heading downhill. Then they 
heard the radio give the description of a shirtless, 
heavily tattooed, male Hispanic, 5’10” 200lbs, and they 
spotted him also heading down the hill. 

When he saw the police car he began to run and 
was arrested after a short chase ending a few blocks 
away along Gri!th Park Blvd. This obviously wasn’t 
his #rst police encounter. O!cer Polehonki reported 
the suspect’s rap sheet is 50 pages long with arrests 
for drugs and burglaries and he was a “parolee at 
large” meaning he had failed to report to authorities 
as required. 

continued on page 6

Franklin Hills Security Patrols
By Anne Richardson

HOW TO AVOID 
BEING THE VICTIM OF PROPERTY CRIMES:

t�-0$,�EPPST�XJOEPXT�HBSBHFT�BOE�DBST
t�%0�/05�,&&1�7"-6"#-&4�JO�ZPVS�DBS�TVDI�BT�DFMM�

phones, GPS units, briefcases, computers coats, or 
any items that either are, or might be thought to be, 
valuable to a thief

t�KEEP CARS IN GARAGES, if possible
t� INSTALL LIGHTING around the outside of your 

home to turn on at night or with movement detectors
t�THE POLICE DISCOURAGE YARD SALES or garage 

sales as they can attract thieves
WHAT TO DO IF YOU OBSERVE OR 

ARE THE VICTIM OF A PROPERTY CRIME:
t�*G�ZPV�PCTFSWF�TVTQJDJPVT�BDUJWJUZ�PS�B�DSJNF�PD-

curring, do not attempt to intervene. Rather, call 911.
t�*G�ZPV�BSF�UIF�WJDUJN�PG�B�QSPQFSUZ�	PS�BOZ
�DSJNF�

make sure to #le a police report. The number of police 
reports #led is tracked and will in$uence the amount 
of police resources that are allocated to our neighbor-
hood. You can either call 311, the Northeast Police 
Station at 213-485-2563 or one of our Senior Lead 
O!cers, Al Polehonki at 213-793-0763, 

       or Lenny Davis  at 213-793-0762
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It’s great example of what can be done with timely team-
work between observant neighbors and patrolling police. 
Without putting yourself in danger, the advice from the 
SLOs is to make yourself a good witness. Make a mental note 
of the suspect’s physical description, license plate/vehicle 
description, etc. so that the info you report has a higher 
chance of leading to an arrest and making our 
neighborhood a safer place.

ARREST  --  continued from page 5

NorthEast Division News
 by: Senior Lead O!cer 

Al Polehonki

As the holiday season approaches 
most of us tend to rush around 
even more and leave valuables 
in our vehicles. Vehicle burglaries 
continue to be our most frequently reported crime with 
portable electronics being the items of choice. I-Pods, cell 
phones, lap tops and GPS devices are popular and easy 
to resell. As these items are purchased, record their serial 
numbers on the sales receipts. Long after a consumer throws 
away the items packaging, a sales receipt will be saved as 
proof of purchase for warranty work or replacement. Remov-
ing the items from your vehicle is the best way to prevent 
their theft of course.  Having the serial number available if 
the item is stolen will increase the chances that it can be 
returned to you if found. Our detectives will also be happy 
about returning the items to you and putting a thief in jail.

This year many crimes were solved by help from the com-
munity. Tips on strange or suspicious activity, license plate 
information and various other clues are greatly appreciated. 
By no means have we eliminated crime but as we work 
together in partnership we move toward that goal. Please 
continue to use the 311 system to report the need to repair 
damaged or broken street lighting and signs, and to have 
those bulky items picked up. If you are not aware of it yet, 
Los Angeles County has a help number as well. Dialing 211 
can give you access to county service information, food 
and shelter assistance, help with landlord / tenant issues, 
help with care for the aging, parenting resources, and more.   

Many scams are perpetuated each year by 
people posing as utility workers, telephone 
repairman and the like. There is no reason for 
them to enter your residence unless you ask 
them to come in. If you have utility wiring in 
your back yard that can be accessed by a side 
gate or alley, there is no need for them to enter 
your residence. When in doubt, deny access 
and call the company that they work for to 
verify their work order.  

As a #nal reminder, far too often we hear of 
tragic #res that occur in homes that have no 
smoke detectors or detectors with dead bat-
teries. Most are easy to test and to service or 
replace. Please check the detectors in your 
home and try to remind several of your neigh-
bors to do the same. 

Have a safe and happy holiday season. 
 O!cer Polehonki #22869
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The Upside of Declining Home 

Values: 
Property Tax ABC’s

By  Michelle Parkinson

It has been widely reported that the property values of 
single-family homes and condominiums throughout most 
of the State have been declining. The declines in Franklin 
Hills have not been as dramatic as those in other parts of 
the State, yet we have seen a decline all the same. Standard 
and Poor’s found home prices have dropped an average of 
14% in Los Angeles since March 2007 and as much as 20% 
since the peak values in June 2006. Despite the declines, 
you most likely recently received a property tax bill with an 
increased amount due over last year. 

The #rst thing to understand about your property tax 
bill is the terminology. Many people look at the tax bill and 
see a bunch of numbers that have no meaning to them. In 
reality, they do have a special meaning. If you do not un-
derstand what the sections on your property tax bill mean, 
you might not know if this bill is accurate. Here are some 
terms that you need to understand when looking at your 
property tax bill.

Fair cash value is what the property can be sold for 
between two parties without any duress. The assessed 
value of the property is typically the most recent sales 
price plus any increases (maximum 2% per year). This is 
what the city or county deems a fair assessment of what 
the property is worth. 

Exemption means the removal of said property from 
the tax base; this is only a part of the assessed value of the 
property. This might hold true for a church that is only used 
for religious activities. It may also be due to a homestead 
exemption. When you look at the property tax bill, you will 
also see the tax rate. This is the tax due on the property after 
being calculated with percentages of the tax base.

 Once you understand the bill you can determine if 
your property is being overvalued. Under Prop 8 you may 
request a tax reduction based on the current value. By some 
estimates, 60% of private property in the United States is 
overvalued for tax purposes, usually because owners are 
uninformed or think they don’t qualify. 

When was the last time your home was assessed? Do 
you know the current market value of your property? 

You can answer these questions in a few simple steps 
without hiring a service. Start by contacting the LA County 
Assessor and request an Application for Decline in Value 
Reassessment form (RP-87) (Download at:  http://assessor.
lacounty.gov). The form must be submitted no later than 
December 31st and must include three recent comparable 
sales from the area. This information may be obtained from 
a realtor or internet websites such as Yahoo or Zillow and 
numerous others.   

   continued on page 8

May I fold your umbrella? 

The news lately might lead some folks to think 
rainy days are here.  True, the market is not 

what it used to be, but it’s probably a lot better 
than you think.  Lenders are still lending, and our 
neighborhoods have not seen chaotic adjustments.   

This year, my clients are finding much opportunity 
and success.  This path, however, requires a steady 
hand, correct instincts and a clear perception of 
reality.  Misguided hope, especially regarding pric-
ing, is a wrong-headed sales strategy. 

If you’re not sure whether now is the time to buy 
or to sell, call me.  I just might convince you that 
the sun still shines.

 Richard Stanley 
���$JHQW���/RV�)HOL]�2IILFH�VLQFH������

���������������RIILFH������������������FHOO�
www.richardstanleyrealtor.com 

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. 
Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Inc.
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HOME DELIVERY

1858 /��7&3.0/5�"7&/6&��t��-04�'&-*;�$"��������t����������������t��'"9�������������

OPEN DAILY 11:00 a.m.
NOW SERVING BREAKFAST

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
9 a.m. - 1 p..m.

CLOSED TUESDAYS

PROPERTY   TAXES  ---   continued from page 7

The whole process of revaluation can take months, de-
pending on the volume of applications. In the meantime, 
property tax payments are coming due. What should you do? 

                     Answer: Pay the taxes, then challenge. 

 Be wary of companies offering tax reduction services. 
These companies typically charge a fee ranging from $30 
to a several hundred. Counties are warning 
homeowners to watch out for official-looking mailers    
demanding fees for tax services the counties o"er for free. 
They say the scheme preys on homeowners’ 
concerns about declining home values and unfamiliar-
ity with how counties handle assessments in a slumping 
market. New companies -- some without a phone 
number or physical address-- have been mailing solicita-
tions formatted to resemble bills and o!cial government 
notices and promising to lower recipients’ taxes. 
 The mailers o"er to obtain new county assess-
ments on homes as well as homeowners’ tax exemptions 
but the county provides these services at no charge and 
readily supplies the required forms along with assistance 
#lling them out. The letters include disclaimers that the 
senders are not government agencies but the writing 
tends to be miniscule and not obvious. Don’t be fooled 
you can do it yourself and realize a signi#cant savings on 
your property taxes. 

Schools Seek Crossing Guards
By Mary Rodriguez,  

Education Deputy for Councilmember  LaBonge 

 In September, Franklin Ave. Elementary started 
o" the new school year on a wonderful note except that 
their longtime crossing guard, Eva Turpin, was not at the 
corner of Franklin & Commonwealth where she has safe-
ly escorted children to and from school for 11 years.
 Shortly after school began they received a little 
note from Eva stating that now that she is 79 years old it 
is time for her to retire. Quickly the parents and principal 
realized how very important a job Eva had held especial-
ly, when one morning at the end of October a #rst grader 
was almost hit by a vehicle making a quick turn onto 
Commonwealth Ave.
 Numerous calls and e-mails were sent to Council-
member Tom LaBonge urging him to help them get a 
crossing guard to replace Eva and on Oct. 31st the school 
was assigned a permanent guard. 
 Likewise, the administration and teachers at 
Thomas Starr King Middle School have requested a crossing 
guard to help them assist students across Fountain Ave. 
Unfortunately, the City of LA’s Crossing Guard Program 
does not extend their service to middle schools, only 
elementary schools. Yet, many of the middle schools in 
the Los Angeles Uni#ed School District have been identi-

#ed as needing this service because the 
schools are located on very busy major 
transit corridors.
  Councilman LaBonge made a 
motion to the City Council’s Transporta-
tion Committee to extend the Crossing 
Guard Program to Middle Schools and it 
is in the process. The approximate cost for 
a part-time crossing guard for one school 
year is $10,000.00, this includes training 
by the City.
  All of this makes me appreci-
ate the years of service that Eva Turpin 
devoted to our community. Escorting 
thousands of children to and from school 
everyday for 11 years is a true gift of dedi-
cation and we sincerely thank Eva and 
wish her the very best in her retirement.
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Gri!th Park  Historic  Monument 

Designation ... and More 
by George Grace

 In May of this year, the Gri!th J. Gri!th Charitable 
Trust, led by Colonel Gri!th’s great grandson Van Gri!th, 
#led an application with the City of Los Angeles to desig-
nate all of Gri!th Park a City Historic-Cultural Monument. 
Subsequently, at a well attended, lively June 2nd  Cultural 
Heritage Commission meeting, the Commissioners agreed 
to tour the Park to determine if it merited Historic Monu-
ment status. Monument Status recognizes the site (includ-
ing existing structures, landscape, plant life, hiking trails, 
etc.) as important to the history of Los Angeles, and would 
help protect the Park - especially the remaining open-
space - from development. FHRA joined many other orga-
nizations in actively supporting the application. 
 
On October 30th, the Cultural Heritage Commission announced 
their decision to recommend granting Monument status 
to the City Council, which has the #nal vote. It is essential 
that we let our Councilman, Tom LaBonge, and all other 
Council members know that we support protecting and 
granting Monument status to all of Gri!th Park. 
 
Please write Councilmembers at 200 N. Spring Street, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012. You can also register your support and 
leave comments that will be delivered to the Mayor and all 
City Council Members at:

www.friendsofgri!thpark.org/GPMonument.html
The future of the Gri!th Park we all know and love is in 
your hands. Please take action now.

Gri!th Park Natural History Survey
 
 Cooper Ecological Monitoring’s contract with the 
City to survey Gri!th Park wildlife and write a comprehen-
sive Wildlife Management Plan was completed in Septem-
ber. With the City in #nancial crisis, no further funds are 
presently available to implement the continuing wildlife 
surveys recommended in the Wildlife Management Plan. 
 
The FHRA-supported Gri!th Park Natural History Survey 
(GPNHS) commissioned the #rst mammal/herptile wildlife 
surveys in Gri!th Park in March, 2007, and is working with 
Cooper Ecological President, Dan Cooper, on separate 
projects to continue implementation of the Plan’s wildlife 
surveys for Gri!th Park herptiles, mammals, birds, and 
bats. Tracking wildlife populations provides essential in-
formation for measuring the health of, and sustaining the 
Park’s ecosystems, which are arguably already being chal-
lenged by global climate change.
  
GPNHS is dedicated to helping maintain a sustainable 
Gri!th Park for future generations of Angelenos, and will 
be taking a lead in raising funds to continue wildlife track-
ing. You can learn more about the Gri!th Park Natural His-
tory Survey and how to make a tax deductible dona-
tion at:

www.friendsofgri!thpark.org/GPNHS/Gri!th.htm
You can learn more about the Wildlife Management Plan 
at the plan website:  www.gri!thparkwildlife.org

ǲ�������������ϔ��������������ǳ

�������������ǣ�Ͷǣ͵Ͳ���Ǧ�ͳͳ��
�������������ǣ�Ͷǣ͵Ͳ���Ǧ�ͳͲ��

���Ǥ����������Ǥ���



Franklin Hills Overview: #36, Fall/Winter - 2008

10
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Franklin Hills Public Stairways-- 
All Need Names for Our Safety

By Dean Y. Konno

 I have noticed that some of the public stairways in 
Franklin Hills have names where others do not.  There are 
just a few with names.  Like Prospect Walk, and Radio Walk.
 Also the names given to the public stairways are 
not named for the street at the base of the stairway.  I Just 
wonder why a systematic way to give names was not done 
before names were given.  Prospect Ave. is at the base of 
Prospect Walk. But Radio St. is located at the top of Radio 
Walk.  Looking at my Thomas Guide the only public stairway 
plotted is Radio Walk. Just with the word “walk.”  Even the 
historically marked public stairway, Hoover Walk in East 
Hollywood, is not plotted in the Thomas Guide.
 My suggestion to give names to, all the public 
stairways on Franklin Hills is for the safety of the residents 
living near them.  In case of a #re or other emergencies in 
the area that LAFD or LAPD have to be directed, by giving 
the location of the public stairway.  O!cers like our LAPD 
Lead O!cers know the locations of these public stairways 
that have no names.  But when calling 911 or LAPD NE 
Station many other o!cers that are not familiar with our 
neighborhood do not.  So trying to give these o!cers direc-
tions becomes very di!cult.
 For example the public stairway that goes from 
Sanborn Ave. cul-de-sac to St. George St. above.  Should 
the City name it Sanborn Walk or St. George Walk?  There is 
also a public stairway between Sanborn Ave. and Clayton 
Ave.  on the south side of Franklin Hills. Should that public 
stairway be named Sanborn Walk or Clayton Walk?  This 
is where it becomes di!cult naming our public stairways 
without a systematic way of giving them all names. 
 Our #rst step is to see if we can get names recog-
nized o!cially by the City of Los Angeles for them all for 
our safety.
 So if you 
live near a public 
stairway without a 
name please con-
tact the editor of 
the Overview with 
your suggestions 
or comments on 
this topic.
 T h e n  I 
propose we get 
companies l ike 
the Thomas Guide  
and AAA to recognize their locations and names, to plot 
them on their maps.  All in order to make it easier to locate 
a public stairs on maps in case of an emergency.

GRIFFITH PARK -- continued  from page  9

 Over the past few months, exciting things have 
been discovered by project leader Stephanie Remington 
and a dedicated group of neighborhood volunteers. Here 
are some of her comments about the October survey: 
  “We recorded four species from our sur-
vey earlier this month. Mark and Craig picked up three of 
them – pips, big browns, and hoarys up by Bronson.  Mary 
and Gerry also got pips and hoarys, and found a rattle-
snake to add to the excitement in Brush Canyon.  Susan 
and Carol recorded pips and Mexican free tails over by the 
Old Zoo (unfortunately the external  volume on their 
Anabat was turned down too low to hear the calls).  Alec 
and I got straight pips and heard another poorwill and 
great horned owl near Bee Rock.
  “Although some of you may be getting to think of 
pips as too common to get excited about, this is one of the 
only urban parks where I’ve found them at all, much less 
often.  And you all are doing a great job of following indi-
viduals and recording excellent sequences – with search 
and approach phases, and feeding buzzes.  There is some 
good roosting and foraging habitat for pips at GP and 
that’s great to know.”
 If you’d like to join the fun you can register 
for wildlife surveys teams at the GPNHS Volunteer 
webpage at: www.friendsofgri!thpark.org/GPNHS/
GPNHSVolunteerRegister.html
You’ll be participating in a fun and history-making e"ort.
 Gri!th Park still has a long way to go to recover 
from the May, 2007 #re, and to be granted Historic-Cul-
tural Monument Status. Please do what you can to help.
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Senior Lead O!cer Gina Chovan (left) joins City Councilmembers Tom Labonge and Eric Garcetti along with 
GGPNC Neighborhood Improvement Chair Nyla Arslanian, Project Architect Pat Smith (an FHRA member) 
and Kip Rudd from the Community Redevelopment Agency, in celebrating the completion of the $800,000 
project. Input from FHRA members helped keep the project from expanding to close o" the portion of 
Prospect Avenue west of Vermont which would have made area tra!c even worse.



Franklin Hills Overview: #36, Fall/Winter - 2008

12

About 11:40am on Tuesday, June 24th, the overturned postal delivery truck was coming down the hill on Lyric, mak-
ing a left onto Hyperion and was hit by the car at the far right of the photo. Maria F. Gutierrez, 30, who’d been a letter 
carrier for 2 years, was thrown from the truck which landed on top of her. She died at the scene. 

Police say witnesses saw the postal vehicle coming down Lyric at a high rate of speed and go through the red light. 
She was not wearing her seatbelt. The other driver was treated for non-life threatening injuries. 

Our condolences go out to Ms. Gutierrez’s family, friends and co-workers.
Ms. Gutierrez delivered to route #03, which other USPS carriers have said is the “worst route” in 90027. It has been 

reported to the FHRA that completing the route on time is almost impossible due to winding streets and heavy mail 
volume, often requiring carriers to skip lunch to complete their task in the mandated eight hours and they “are chastised 
for not completing it in time.” Even 90027 station manager, Rick Perez, con#rmed the route “is di!cult.”

        Continued on page 18

A Sad Loss in Service to Franklin Hills Residents
By Bruce Carroll
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 FHRA received an intriguing e-mail from 
a former resident of Franklin Hills, and I called and 
spoke to him about his memories.  George Phelps 
was born in 1931 at Hollywood Presbyterian on 
Vermont. His family moved to 2301 Ronda Vista in 
1936.  He lived there until 1943, when he was 12 
years old.  His father, G. Allison Phelps, was a well 
known radio personality of his day, who broadcast 
live on KFWB radio from their home at the intersec-
tion of Ronda Vista and Radio Walk from 1 to 2 p.m. 
everyday.  In fact, Radio Walk was so named because 
of Mr. Phelps’ broadcasts.  
 In many ways, Franklin Hills was just the same 
then as it is now, a community largely made up of 
people who made their living in Hollywood, mixed 
with teachers and other non-entertainment 
professionals.  The Phelps family knew many of their 
neighbors, including Johnny Hines, a movie producer/
director.  Then as now there were lots of kids.   And 
they repaved with asphalt rather than concrete!
 Some things, however have changed.  For 
one thing, George remembers little tra!c and few 
cars parked on the street.  People typically had one 
car and actually used their garages.  And there were 

lots of vacant lots and few trees, as can be seen in the 
accompanying photos.
 Then there’s the fact that the Phelps family 
paid $7,500 in 1936 for their lovely home (now on 
the market again with an asking price of nearly a 
million dollars.
 In 1936, Los Angeles was a booming metropolis 
of over a million people.  George remembers riding his 
bicycle on Franklin Ave., Ronda Vista, Commonwealth,  

and Los Feliz, delivering the Hollywood Citizen 
News.  But it was also the time of the Great 
Depression, and George’s father held food 
and clothing drives and founded the Over the Hump 
Club, to give money, clothes and food to thousands 
who had trouble making ends meet.  G. Allison also 
wrote several books, one of which is excerpted on 
page 14 with a clear reference to the view from 

Ronda Vista.  
Phelps’ father was 
against going to 
war in Europe and 
was accused of 
being anti-Semitic 
and a member of 
the America First 
organization.  His 
radio program was 
eventually taken 
o" the air around 
1941 because of 
his views.    

 During the war, George remembers several 
air raid scares, and hearing stories that several two-
man submarines had surfaced o" the coast.  He 
remembers searchlights throughout the city  and 
standing out on the balcony from high up on Ronda 
Vista searching for enemy aircraft in the night sky.
 His oldest sister, Mimi, made headlines when 
she eloped and ran away  to Hawaii.  After she returned, 
and had her marriage annulled, her family bought 
her the Studebaker pictured here in the hopes of 
keeping her happy at home.  

The Phelps family moved from Franklin Hills in 1943 
to a 3 acre property in Glendale.  
  

continued on page 14

Ronda Vista in the Thirties and Forties: How Radio Walk Got its Name
By  Anne Richardson
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  He’s now retired and lives in Texas.  He says he still 
has fond memories of the Franklin Hills, and recently 
sent the current owner a letter about his memories of 
the house.  We are grateful to him for sending us an 
e-mail too, and encourage any other home owners with 
knowledge about their homes’ prior residents to send us 
missives at fhra@franklinhills.org.

Box Brothers Goes Hollywood

Ebay Consignment
Specialists

Bring us the items
you want to sell

We do all the work
and you get paid

Let Us Walk You Through Your Holiday Shipping
We offer a wide variety of services designed to meet

all your shipping and packing needs

NEW! HOLLYWOOD
5629 Hollywood Blvd · 323-464-9200

ATWATER
3154 Glendale Blvd. · 323-661-4100

LOS FELIZ VILLAGE
1954 Hillhurst Ave. · 323-662-9000

http://boxbrosla.com

Moving Boxes
Shipping Boxes

Packaging Supplies
Packaging & Shipping

Copies
Faxes

Scanning
Document Shredding

Mailbox Rentals
Pick up & Delivery available

PHELPS   continued from page 13

 As a kid George 
attended the Black Fox 
Military school at Melrose 
and Wilcox. Later he served 
in Japan and Korea during 
the Korean War and then, 
as an Engineer in the Space 
Program, worked on the Saturn V program and the Space 
Shuttle, among other things.  

Excerpt from “Tides of Thought” 
by G. Allison Phelps   (c) 1937

“The city spreads before me like a robe of 
velvet on which a million jewels have been 
sewn.  At night there are $ashing, changing 
color neons.  There are streets lined with 
homes and main arteries containing business 
blocks and roaring street cars.  Thousands of 
people ride or walk along.  Horns honk.  Bells 
ring.  Gongs clank.  

 I am above it all with only a monotonous 
hum to remind me that a city lies below me; 
and only the $ash of countless lights in the 
evening to assure me that life surges beneath 
me in the sea of the night.”
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The barren 
look of the 
Franklin Hills in 
the 1930s, as 
described by 
George Phelps, 
can be seen in 
this 1932 photo 
from the FHRA 
collection.
<<<<<<<<

The arrows 
point to the 
area at Radio  
Street and  
Ronda Vista 
where the 
Phelps house 
would soon be 
built.

Franklin Hills Historic photos make great gifts. The one above was taken by the Army Signal Corps from a 
plane that was based at the Gri!th Park Airport. The area now is part of the zoo parking lot.
To take a look at all the FHRA photos go to www.FranklinHills.org and click on the  “Historic Area Photos” 
link or you can call or write us for an order sheet.
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 21
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 Many di"erent animals and birds 
are part of our neighborhood. Some 
live in Gri!th Park. Some live in the 
L.A. zoo or along the L.A. River. Others 
can be found in our backyards or on 
nearby farms.

Can you match the creatures 
listed below with their skeletons ?
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 21

LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE
���)PVS�FNFSHFODZ�TFSWJDF�t�"VUP�MPDL�TQFDJBMJTUT�t��

Locks installed
$PNCJOBUJPOT�DIBOHFE�t�.BTUFS�,FZJOH�

�3FTJEFOUJBM�t�$PNNFSDJBM

AFTER 45 YEARS AT THE SAME LOCATION
WE HAVE MOVED AROUND THE CORNER TO

4655 Russell Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue

(323) 663-8351

�����*ULI¿WK�3DUN�%OYG�������
/RV�$QJHOHV�&$������
Professional Arbor Care
Diagnosis                                             Pruning
Treatment                                           Removals 
Deep Root Fertilization
MARK BRUNA
,6�D�&HUWL¿HG�$UERULVW�:&�������
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  ACCIDENT - continued from page 12

The FHRA has received messages of concern over the 
death. One St. George Street resident wrote: “We LOVED 
Maria when she was our carrier. What can we as individu-
als do?” 90027 manager Perez  says that messages for the 
family can be sent to: Postmaster 90027, c/o Maria Gutierrez 
LA, CA 90027 and they will be forwarded to the family. It’s 
not even necessary to attach postage, he said. If you wish 
to send money to Maria’s family, checks should be made to 
her mother Maria Sosa. The FHRA will forward any messages 
we receive. Perez went on to say that he and his sta" have 
been heartened by the response from many in the neigh-
borhood. “It’s really good to hear from the community. It 
goes to show the make up of the community.”

And we’ve heard about the long standing problems with 
speeding tra!c on Hyperion. One resident wrote: “I will 
never forget awakening to the screams of the woman who 
saw her sister killed in the passenger seat after a tra!c acci-
dent in almost the same place as the mail carrier.  The debris 
from tra!c accidents on Hyperion is a weekly occurrence.”

Another wrote: “There are ongoing accidents along 
Hyperion nearly daily.  Usually all of them are major 
accidents because of the many blind curves in the road and 
the speed of the drivers.  In the past year I recall 3 deaths, 
two telephone pole replacements, three bus stop benches/
shelters destroyed, and two building structures being hit, 
all due to high speed accidents along Hyperion.”

The FHRA along with the Greater Gri!th Park Neigh-
borhood Council have called on the city’s Department of 
Transportation to conduct a full study of Hyperion and 
Fountain to identify what changes can bring more safety.

Coyote Tracks - Fall, 2008
by George Grace – e-mail: gmrnet1@gmrnet.com

Report your coyote sighting at: www.gmrnet.com/
Coyotea.html

The Los Angeles 
Times’ October 8th 
report that a jogger 
in Gri!th Park 
was bitten by a 
coyote illustrates 
the hazard created 
by park visitors 
who deliberately 
feed coyotes, or 
leave garbage 
behind when 
they leave the Park.  Quoting  Chief  Park Ranger 
Albert Torres about the incident:  “the coyote was 
responding to feeding by other park patrons,” he said. 
“The coyote expected to get fed.” Over the past few 
months coyotes have been becoming bolder because 
people have been feeding them, which is “actually 
changing their behavior,” Torres said. Humans “are 
not doing the coyotes a service” by doing so, he said. 
The 25 year old woman was not seriously injured. We 
should all keep in mind that feeding coyotes in the Park 
and in the neighborhood hurts coyotes and us as well. 

17 new coyote sightings have been posted on the 
FHRA website since May 20, 2008. 12 of these were in 
Gri!th Park. There was one sighting recorded from the 
Franklin Hills area. Personally, I haven’t seen a coyote on 
the Hill in several months, but I’ll bet that some of you 
did. Please share your sighting with us. The FHRA coyote 
sighting site is the only place in Los Angeles that collects 
information about local coyotes and reports it to the 
neighborhood. Your anecdotal data tells an interesting 
story of coyote/human encounters in an urban setting.

Here are reports of some reported sightings:

05-19-2008 – 7PM. Gri!th Park (Canyon Drive 
entrance). There were 5 coyotes next to the parking lot, 
crossing the road. They looked really thin and it seemed 
they were looking for water/food. 

06-21-08 - Gri!th Park Drive and Mineral Wells Road. 
The sighting occurred at approximately 7:30PM. The 
coyotes were rummaging through trash, one appeared 
to be carrying a food bag.

06-28-08 - Crystal Springs Drive and o" street parking 
lot near merry go round.     

    (continued on page 19)

most insurance plans accepted
free delivery in local areas

Discount Medical Pharmacy

2716 Gri!th Park Boulevard
Los Angeles CA 90027

Phone: 323-661-8366
Fax 323-661-0538
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COYOTES - continued from page 18

We saw 1 coyote just hanging out in the parking lot. 
Very calm. Healthy looking.  We left and heard a pack of 
screaming coyotes on Gri!th Park Drive in between 5 S/N 
Fwy and Los Feliz

07-01-2008 - On zoo drive just west of Victory. I have 
seen this coyote every morning for the past three weeks. I 
cut through this small section of the park and it is always 
there standing by the side of the road. Today I decided to 
pull over and take a picture of the coyote. It came running 
right up to my car. I can only assume people have been 
feeding it. I don’t think it will hurt anyone but I’m worried 
it might get hurt.

08-03-200- Upper Merry-go-round parking lot. 9:00 - 
9:45pm 4 adults and 2 pups. 1 pup appeared quite small, 
the other was a “teenager.” They went back and forth 
from the brush above, to the parking lot, down to a lower 
parking lot. They ignored us and we were fascinated by 
their activities. The middle-sized one looked over the 
guard rail to observe something in the lot below. Mom 
maybe? This area was clearly their turf.

09-20-2008- 2650 N. Commonwealth Ave. The 
Commonwealth Nursery cul-de-sac. 1:20pm He was 
standing at the edge of the cul-de-sac howling away for 
around 15 minutes. He was apparently bothered by a 
neighbor’s dog who was accidentally locked outside his 
gate.

09-24-2008 - Was visiting the Gri!th Observatory on 
09-24-2008 I howled at him and he returned the gesture 
(No Kidding). He was running on the sidewalk.

What I read in most of these reports is pretty simple. 
Our coyotes are hungry, opportunistic, and look pretty sad 
when begging for a handout. Even so, resist the temptation 
to feed them. Let’s hope for a decent rainy season that will 
restore burn areas, and create habitat to sustain all Gri!th 
Park wildlife.

For more information on urban wildlife, visit Los 
Angeles Animal Services website. You can read or 
download brochures that describe our local wildlife, and 
provides invaluable information to make us wildlife (and 
coyote) literate. www.laanimalservices.com/aboutani_
wildlife.htm

We should keep in mind that times are tough for 
coyotes and all Gri!th Park wildlife. You can volunteer to 
help restore the wildlife habitat that was lost in last year’s 
#re. Send me an e-mail at   gmrnet1@gmrnet.com  and I 
will forward information about how you can help.

The Gri!th Park Communities 
Relay For Life is Coming in June 

By Mary Frances Smith-Reynolds

Gri!th Park, our neighborhood’s beloved backyard, 
will be the site of the Relay For Life - Gri!th Park 
Communities on June 6 and 7, 2009. Relay For Life, a 
fundraiser for the American Cancer Society, will take place 
from 8 am Saturday to 8 am Sunday.

 Teams participating in this non-competitive walk 
and camp-out, will have members walking in shifts for 24 
hours, as a reminder that cancer never sleeps. Participants 
will celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer; 
remember loved ones lost to cancer; and #ght back 
against a disease that continues to a"ect millions. 

 Since 1985, Relay For Life events have sprung up in 
20 countries around the world. Just in California this year, 
Relay For Life took place in 313 communities and raised 
over $28 million. Relay For Life is the largest annual not-
for-pro#t fundraising event in the world.
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Rodney Middelkamp
Insurance Agent

Middelkamp Insurance Agency
323-660-6433

insurenowla@aol.com
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Water, Water Everywhere? But Not a Drop to Waste
By Bruce Carroll

Although we are heading into the rainy season and last year LA had nearly normal rainfall, drought conditions 
continue in the areas from which  the L.A. Department of Water & Power imports most of its water. So in August the 
city imposed restrictions on water use that should change at least some of the habits of many Franklin Hills residents. 
Listed below is what the city calls Phase I of the water use plan. You don't want to sink to Phases II & III which have 
much more restrictive rules. But if you want to see what happens if the rules below don't work you can got to www.
FranklinHills.org and click on "water conservation."

Among the practices that are now illegal:
Don't wash your driveway or deck…

"No customer of the Department shall use a water hose to wash any  hard or paved surfaces including, 
���ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ��ǰȱ���� ����ǰȱ ��� �¢�ǰȱ����� �¢�ǰȱ���ȱ�������ȱ�����ǰȱ�¡����ȱ����ǰȱĚ�������ȱ��ȱ�����ȱ
���������ȱ����������ȱ��¢ȱ��ǰȱ��ȱ����� ���ȱ�����Ĵ��ȱ�¢ȱ�� ǰȱ��������ȱ��ȱ�¢ȱ������ȱ����ȱĚ������ȱ���ȱ���ȱ����ę�ȱ
of public health and safety. This section shall not apply to Department-approved water conserving spray 
cleaning devices. A simple spray  nozzle does not qualify."

Adjust your sprinklers…
"No customer of the Department shall water or irrigate lawn,  landscape, or other vegetated areas 

between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Sprinklers shall be limited to no more than ten (10)  minutes per 
watering day per station. Exempt from these landscape irrigation restrictions are irrigation systems using 
���¢ȱ�� ȬĚ� ȱ����Ȭ�¢��ȱ����������ȱ ���ȱ��ȱ���Ĵ��ȱ��������ȱ����ȱ����ȱŘȱ�������ȱ��ȱȱ ����ȱ���ȱ����ǯȱ

"No customer of the Department shall water or irrigate any lawn, landscape, or other vegetated area 
��ȱ�ȱ������ȱ����ȱ������ȱ��ȱ���� �ȱ�¡����ȱ��ȱ����������ȱ ����ȱĚ� ȱ��ȱ����ěȱ����ȱ��ȱ���������ȱ���� ���ǰȱ
����� �¢ǰȱ������ǰȱ��Ĵ��ȱ��ȱ�����ǯȈ

"No customer of the Department shall irrigate during periods of rain."
Car washing…

"No customer of the Department shall wash a vehicle with a hose if  the hose does not have a self-
�������ȱ ����ȱ����Ȭ�ěȱ��ȱ������ȱ�Ĵ�����ȱ��ȱ��ǰȱ��ȱ����� ���ȱ���� ȱ�ȱ����ȱ��ȱ���ȱ�����������¢ȱ ����ȱ ������ȱ�ȱ
vehicle."

Plumbing leaks…
Ȉ��ȱ��������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ����������ȱ�����ȱ������ȱ ����ȱ��ȱ����ȱ����ȱ��¢ȱ����ȱ��ȱę¡����ȱ��ȱ���ȱ��������ȇ�ȱ

��������ǲȱ�������ȱ��ȱ�������ȱ��ȱ�ě���ȱ�ȱ�����¢ȱ������ȱ��ȱ��¢ȱ����ȱ��ȱ ����ȱ���ȱ��������ȱ��� �ȱ��ȱ���ȱ������ȱ��ȱ
��� ȱ�����ȱȱ�������ȱ����ȱ��������ȱ��ȱ���ȱ���������ȱ��������ȱ������ȱ���ȱ�ȱ����������ȱ���ȱ��ȱ ����ǯȈ

Penalties for failure to follow 
the rules range from a warning notice 
for #rst time violations to surcharges 
on your water bill starting at $100, up 
to $300. After the 5th violation within 
a year "the Department may install a 
$ow restricting device of one gallon 
per minute capacity…or terminate 
service," but only after a hearing.

Let's all do our part to 
conserve…and perhaps pray for 
lots of rain and snow in northern 
California and the Colorado River 
basin where LA gets nearly all of the 
water we use.
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JOSEPH KLICE PIANO STUDIO
Nationally Certi#ed Teacher of Music

3984 Prospect Avenue
Los Angeles CA 90027

lessons in the piano studio or in your home

323 665 2386
cellular: 323 428 1621  

e-mail: josephklice@sbcglobal.net

YUCA’S
4666 Hollywood Boulevard,  Los Angeles, CA 90027

T  323.661.0523    F  323.661.4523 (fax & curbside pick-up) www.yucasla.com

Now open for
breakfast, lunch

& dinner
8 am to 9 pm

mon-sat
(closed sun & holidays)

Check out our 
expanded menu 

& vegetarian items

We can cater 
your parties &
special eventsON HOLLYWOOD

Overview ad:yucas ad_overview  5/14/08  10:19 PM  Page 1
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We need your membership, but if you can’t bear the thought of tearing the coupon below out of 
this issue of Overview you can go to our  website: www.FranklinHills.org and click on “Join FHRA” 
and you’ll get an FHRA membership form that you can print and mail.

FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 29122, LOS ANGELES, CA 90029

DATE_________________                  F NEW      F RENEWAL

NAME__________________________________________________________TEL (H)____________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________TEL( W)_______________________

E-MAIL                                     TEL (cell)

I’m willing to help in:   F�Planning /Zoning   FGra!ti FCrime/Gangs  FTra!c   FLibrary- Tutoring F Newsletter  

F  Historic Preservation   F  Environmental  F  Youth Activities   F  Public Relations F  Prospect/ABC-TV  F  legal   
F  Telephone tree   F  Membership  F  Beauti#cation  F  Disaster Prep F  other________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DUES are $30.00 per couple or $15.00 per person;  AMOUNT ENCLOSED:F $15  F $30  F  $50  larger contributions are          
extremely welcome.          Thank you for joining FHRA!          Contributions are tax deductible.
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	������������������ʹͲ
� 2009 will be the FHRA’s 20th year. We were o!cially created in        
October of 1989 at a public meeting where the #rst board members were 
elected (as shown in the #rst FHRA Newsletter on page 22 to the left) .
 The big neighborhood issue was a fear of a huge view blocking,
traffic clogging expansion by the ABC-TV studios, now known as 
Prospect Studios.
 Even before the FHRA was born there was another group, founded 
by Mary Orr, primarily as a neighborhood watch. They put up many warning 
signs, like the one pictured here, which was rescued recently by Prospect 
Avenue resident Dean Konno who keeps a close eye on his area. When 
he saw DWP workers about to replace the utility pole that had supported 
the sign for decades he asked them to save the it. It used to have big red 
and white lettering at the top that said “WARNING.”
 It’s people following the tradition of the FHRA founders,  Orr, and 
the many who have served in the past two decades whose commitment 
is needed to keep the FHRA going.  We currently have 2 vacant positions 
on the Board of Directors. If you’d like to do more for your community, 
just e-mail, call or write the FHRA.



Franklin Hills Overview: #36, Fall/Winter - 2008

24

FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
        P.O. Box 29122, Los Angeles, CA 90029

OVERVIEW

Your Realtor For The Franklin Hills...Selling Fine Homes In Your Neighborhood!

323-668-7600
georgeandeileen.com

Mid-Century Architectural
Offered for $1,268,000  
Xbmmt!pg!hmbtt!up!fokpz!uif!xpoefsgvm!obuvsbm!
mjhiujoh!boe!tdfojd!wjfxt!jo!uijt!gpvs!cfesppn-!
uisff!cbui!tuvoojoh!bsdijufduvsbm!ipnf/!
Esbnbujd!mjwjoh!sppn!xjui!ßsfqmbdf-!gpsnbm!
ejojoh!sppn!xjui!djuz!wjfxt-!gbcvmpvt!dpplÖt!
ljudifo-!ivhf!dfoufs!jtmboe!boe!mbshf!csfblgbtu!
bsfb/!Nbtufs!tvjuf!xjui!qsjwbuf!cbui!boe!cbmdpoz/!
Qpmjtife!dpodsfuf!boe!ibsexppe!àppst/!
Xpoefsgvm!qsjwbdz/!Hsfbu!djuz!boe!ijmmtjef!wjfxt-!
tfwfsbm!ufssbdfe!qbujpÖt!boe!mvti!mboetdbqjoh/!B!
tuvoojoh!ipnf!uibu!zpv!xjmm!gbmm!jo!mpwf!xjui/

The Myra Avenue Mural Project - Caught in Red Tape!
by Peter Bedard MA, C.Ht.

 It has been a very disappointing time for the Myra Avenue Mural Project. Our teacher sponsor and the stu-
dents at Thomas Starr King Middle School have been ready to move forward on our fourth mural in the Myra Avenue 
Underpass but the city can’t seem to #gure out what to do with maintaining and permitting them. A moratorium on 
murals city wide has been in e"ect for near-
ing a year now. The city transferred jurisdiction 
of murals into a new department and this de-
partment started to paint them over saying 
they couldn’t tell the di"erence between a 
mural and advertising...sounds unbelievable 
but true. They still haven’t come up with a   
solution so we wait.
 In the meantime, if you would like 
to donate towards our fourth mural we              
welcome the boost in funds. We look forward to jumping ahead once the city #nally #gures out the di"erence be-
tween a mural approved by stringent rules and a permitting process in the Cultural A"airs Department and advertising.             
Remember, all donations on behalf of the Myra Avenue Mural Project are tax deductible and directly a"ect the look of 
our neighborhood as well as the kids here at Thomas Starr King (TSK). We hope to be unveiling our next mural contest 
with the kids at TSK in the Spring...keep your #nger’s crossed!
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