
THE VIEW FROM
SHAT(ESPEARE

BRIDGE
by ROSALIND LIEBERMAN
The other morning I talked with a

lovely neighbor you may know, Mrs.
Catherine Metcalf McGowan, about the
Franklin Avenue Bridge which, I
recently learned, was designated a
Historical-CulturalMonument in 1974
and has been nominated to the National
iRegister. Mrs. McGowan's father,
Robert Metcalf, was the contractor who
built the bridge, which was designed
byJ. C. Wright, a civil engineerwiththe

-Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering.
Begun in ^1924, the bridge was

completed in '1926 at a cost oI $59 ,960 .
Mr. Metcalf wasalso the contractorwho
graded and paved the streets and laid
the sewers in the Franklin Hills. AsMrs.
McGowan remember it, the whole job
took less than five years.

"What else can you tell me about
Shakespeare Bridge?" I ask.

"Well, my father never did under-
stand where thatname came from," she
said, "because that bridge was model-
led on a bridge in France."

We tossed around a few
possibilities. Did someone spot Juliet's
ghost, leaning over the balustrade,
mooning over some Romeo down

See BRIDGE, p. 6, Col 1

"Neaer doubt that a small group
of committed citizens can change
the world. Inrleed, it is the only

thing that can change the world,"
- Anthropologist Margaret Mead
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,TWAS THE SEASON OF XMAS, AND ALL THRU L.A.
VARIED CULTURES PREPARING A BRIGHT HOLIDAY.

THE CH]LDREN ARE CLUTCHING TT]EIR WTSH LISTS SO TIGI{T,
WITII PRAYERS SANTA'S REINDEER CAN FIND THEM AT NIGIIT.

THE STORES ALL DO BECKON _ WTIT{ TREEg LIGI{TS AND SALES.
SOME SAY OUR GREED, THIS HOLIDAY'S MESSAGE DERAILS.

EXCESSES ABOUND _ IN THIS LAND CALLED LA LA,
THOUGH THE CREATURES DO PRAY TO GOD, BUDDHA OR ALLAH.

SO FROM OUR LITTLE CORNER, AROUND FRANKLIN HILL,
LET'S SING OUT A MESSAGE OF PEACE AND GOODWILL.

From the
Members of the Board

FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION


