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We Are Not Alone 

In the past eight months, I 

have become somewhat of a 

roads scholar, having taken 

an interest in the condition 

of the streets of Franklin 

Hills but also that of other 

areas in Los Angeles such as 

Silver Lake and even the 

busy Wilshire and Santa 

Monica Boulevards.  We are 

not alone.  Street surfaces all 

over town are in really bad 

condition.  Because of a 

freezing of property tax 

revenues due to the imple-

mentation of Proposition 13 

in 1978 and more recently, a 

slowing of taxes due to the 

recession, the City has not 

had the funds to properly 

maintain our streets.    

Equally important, as long 

overdue infrastructure    

projects such as sewer    

replacement and gas piping 

upgrades are being done, 

they leave a crisscross of 

patches some of which have 

settled to be bone jarring pot 

holes. 

According to Mr. Nazario 

Sauceda, Interim Director of 

the Department of Public 

Works/Bureau of Street 

Services, ñThe only       

available option the City has 

to rehabilitate these streets 

in their present condition is 

to overlay them in asphalt.  

If the community agrees, we 

can create a project and add 

it to the database for       

consideration in a future 

resurfacing program with all 

of the other qualifying 

streets in the City.ò 

The City no longer has a 

concrete crew that can bring 

our streets back to the    

condition of 80 years ago.  

A question that has dogged 

the neighborhood is do we 

want black asphalt streets 

and should we get in the line 

to get ours done? Many 

neighbors do not like the 

look or heat retention of 

asphalt but most of us would 

prefer smoother streets. 

Since our last issue in June 

of this year, much has    

happened to the streets of 

Franklin Hillsðsome of it 

good, some of it bad.  I have 

to thank Councilmember 

Tom LaBonge and his Field 

Deputy, Mary Rodriguez, 

for following up on a ten 

point list of problems in our 

streets.  With the help of Mr 

Sauceda and Mr. Ron Olive, 

Assistant Director of the 

Bureau of Street Services, 

the westbound lane of 

Franklin Avenue just east of 

the Shakespeare Bridge has 

been repaved in asphalt and 

is much smoother now.  A 

protruding sewer manhole 

that caused an eight inch tall 

ñspeed bumpò at the cross-

ing of Hollyvista and  

Franklin Avenues was cut 

down to the surrounding 

street level and the road 

patched with concrete  

making it no longer a    

hazard.  Debris from a        

fallen tree at Cumberland 

and Myra Avenues was 

removed and dozens of    

decade-old one-foot square 

utility cuts in the concrete 

streets of Lyric and    

Franklin Avenues were 

patched with asphalt.  Deep 

gouges in the 3900 block of 

Sunset Drive were filled 

with   asphalt and a    

clunking steel sewer cover 

on Ronda Vista has been 

set in concrete and so    

silenced. 

Things that we must keep 

on top of include the    

monitoring of the new  

Portland Cement Concrete 

and asphalt patches to the 

sewer replacement work 

that was done over the  

summer.  Although we 

have been told that the  

asphalt patches are 

ñtemporaryò and will be 

readdressed as soon as 

there are enough of them to 

warrant full truckloads of 

Portland Cement Concrete, 

I feel that we have to keep 

the City aware that we will 

not be satisfied with work 

that further depreciates our 

streets.  Please email me at 

ads@franklinhills.org.  if 

work is not completed on 

these cuts by the end of 

January. 

Presidentôs Comments / Chris Boutelle 
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Did You Get Dangerous Dust? / Bruce Carroll    
 

  Sandblasting of old parking lot paint at The Prospect Studios may have created a more serious problem 

than the noise they warned us about. An e-mailed FHRAlert in late September passed along word from the studio 

asking for "your patience with us while we spruce the place up." 

 A month later we heard from Russell Ave. resident Roe Sie, who reported in early October, "my three year 

old son had an unstoppable coughing fit, my wife had the first asthma attack of her life, and I had a coughing fit so 

severe that it caused vomiting." Then Sie noticed his backyard greenhouse had accumulated "quite a bit of fine, 

sparkling gray powder." On October 15th Sie says his wife, "noticed a large plume of dust extending 20 or 30 feet 

above the top of the soundstage directly behind our house." 

 That's when Sie had an environmental analysis done. It found alpha quartz silica at 10 times normal levels 

and copper, lead and zinc at 3-4 times expected levels. All of those elements are used by sandblasters who are   

supposed to prevent them from getting into the atmosphere, but apparently failed. 

 After an FHRAlert reported the problem, we heard from neighbors. Above the studio on Deloz Ave. a mom 

reported, "my daughter, age 7, has had a persistent cough throughout the month of October." And residents as far 

from the studio as Ronda Vista Dr. and Mayview  Dr. saw the dust plume or had gray dust on their plants. The 

LILA school, which borders the studio, reported no problems, but said they do frequent cleaning and the school is 

closed on Saturdays when the sandblasting took place.   

 

 Prospect Studios Production Services Manager, Debbie Nelson, asked the FHRA to have those who believe 

they were impacted by this problem contact her at 323-671-4044 or Debbie.L.Nelson@Disney.com. Please let 

FHRA know also, so we can keep track of the problem and cleanup efforts.                    

  

Page  3  

mailto:Debbie.L.Nelson@Disney.com


 

OVERVIEW #42ðFALL/WINTER 2011 

Page 4  

 

 

Friends of the Los Feliz Library needs your support this 

Holiday Season. You can donate books for their monthly 

used book sale the 4th Saturday of each month (except 

December) by calling Brenda Kilbourne at 323-665-3925. 

Why not become a member too by sending $20 to Friends 

of the Los Feliz Library, PO Box 27224, LA, CA 90027. 

With devastating city budget cuts your support is needed 

now more than ever to keep our library a vital asset to our 

community. 
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Coyote Tracks / George Grace 

     Managing urban coyotes is only one of the responsibilities of Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS). LAAS  is a 

major department of the City that deals with all animal issues. Originally created to cope with stray dog problems,  

Los Angeles Animal Services now administers programs that include pet licensing, pet adoptions, investigating     

animal cruelty, spay/ neuter/microchip programs, animal rescue,  and wildlife issues.  The department runs six animal 

shelters for housing animals that are lost, strayed, injured, or have been abused or deliberately abandoned by their 

owners. They also administer several  tax deductible funds for supporting animals. According to the LAAS website, 

"Your donation, large or small is gratefully accepted to help care for animals in LA City shelters, to help increase 

adoptions, and to help end animal cruelty."  Their comprehensive website has detailed information about all their  

activities and downloadable brochures about animal issues.  http://www.laanimalservices.com. 

     Urban wildlife issues are handled by LAAS Wildlife Officer Greg Randall in conjunction with Captain Wendell 

Bowers, the Wildlife Program Coordinator. Greg is the only "hands on" Wildlife Specialist in the City  (there used to 

be two), and does an extraordinary job responding to the 1,400 to 1,900 calls that come in each year. He is an expert 

in wildlife behavior, and has been instrumental in developing LAAS' wildlife policies and procedures. Greg recently 

sent me a lengthy email describing the Department's current wildlife policies that is briefly summarized below. If  

you would like a copy of his email, let me know and I'll forward it to you. 

     "Los Angeles Animal  Services 

wildlife program allows for a        

department representative to provide 

on-site evaluations, education on 

methods of exclusion, deterrents and 

discouragement of wildlife forays 

into city neighborhoods. It is not the 

intention of LAAS to remove wildlife 

from residential areas. Rather, the 

Department is hoping to rectify most     

problems through neighborhood    

education and individual homeowner 

attention. This is a multi-tiered     

program designed to help          

neighborhoods better deal with   

wildlife issues, and further lessen 

contact by  investigating changes in 

both human and animal behavior." 

(continued Page 20) 



 

OVERVIEW #42ðFALL/WINTER 2011 

                        
 

Page  6  

Distraction Crimes / James McEwen 
 

       The FHRA has been made aware of a disturbing type of daylight crime targeting seniors.  Criminals posing 

as city utility workers or as cable or Internet providers, knock on the door to make an unexpected service call. 

Once the homeowner has been lured outside by the imposter or is engaged in conversation another subject  

enters the home to commit a robbery. 

   There are several other variations this ploy with the criminal claiming to be a past resident or repair man. 

   Be aware, utility workers rarely need to enter a home to make repairs or read a meter. All LADWP workers 

wear  ID badges, though certainly there have been reports of these imposters wearing fakes. Before you open 

the door or allow any city worker access to your home verify their identity. Get his name, his employee    

number and the name of his supervisor and verify the information, either by calling DWP at: 1 800 DIAL 

DWP, or by checking with city services if repairs are scheduled in the neighborhood. If in doubt do not open 

the door. Often these criminals have knocked on the door to see if anyone is at home. If you answer they will 

present their story. If you donôt they may try to gain access another way. Be watchful and report these actions 

to law enforcement and or directly to the utility (i.e. DWP) in question. If you see ñworkmenò trying to enter 

your yard without proper warning, call 911. 

    LADWP uses private contractors for tree trimming services and these contractors do not wear  city ID.  You 

can call the above number to verify that any work has been authorized by DWP.  Again, if you have any 

doubts, call 911.    
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Wings in Motion / Shirley Mims 
      

     On June 11, 2011 residents of Monon Street, FHRA members and our council office met under the 

Shakespeare Bridge to clean up overgrowth, prune the roses, and get acquainted. What started out to be a 

one hour meet-and-greet turned in to a four hour overhaul. 

 

     What fun we had. We identified roses that needed special care and pruning, cut back plumbago    

overgrowth and pulled weeds. Councilmember LaBonge called for a City truck to haul away the palm 

fronds and castor bean plants. Later, FHRA generously donated money to cover the cost of rose food and 

soaker hoses to bypass a leak in the watering system. 

 

     The garden was dedicated in 2003 and was motivated by several residents who wanted to create a  

serene and beautiful setting and to dissuade the graffiti-ridden hoodlum-hangout under the arches of the 

bridge. The garden was made possible by support and cooperation from several community groups     

including Franklin Hills Residents Association, residents on Monon Street, our Council office, Lycee  

International of Los Angeles, Hollywood Beautification Team, Marshall High School, King Middle 

School, Los Feliz Improvement Association and Greater Griffith Park Neighborhood Council. 

                                                                                                                                                          

     After a major sewer pipe replacement construction project displaced the garden earlier in the year, the 

contractors replanted the original roses, added more roses and other plants such as rosemary and lantana, 

and rebuilt the stone wall in front. 

 

     Over the next few years, the plants on the slope will once again mature to fill in the bare areas.      

Volunteers from the community are committed to continue the maintenance of the garden. We welcome 

you to join us. 

 

     Periodically, we will have more garden clean-up parties to pull weeds and prune overgrowth. Itôs a 

great way to meet and greet neighbors while contributing to the beautification of our neighborhood. If 

you are interested in joining us, please send an email to fhra@FranklinHills.org so that we can alert you 

to the next ñgarden party!ò 

                           

     

RightðSwallowtail butterfly 

flits around plumbago on the 

slope. 

Far right: Shakespeare Garden 

workers, (L to R) Tom LaBonge, 

Mary Rodriguez, Rick Moffit, 

Sheila Yamaguchi, Charley 

Mims, Brigid LaBonge, Richard 

Spicer. 

Photos by Shirley Mims 
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FHRA Annual Meeting #23 
By Bruce Carroll 

     Once again the FHRA's annual meeting, held at 

the LILA School in late June, was like a cornucopia 

of community concerns and commitment. FHRA     

President Chris Boutelle welcomed the crowd and 

numerous city representatives.  

     First up was long time FHRA member Mary Rodriguez who was pinch hitting for 

her boss Councilmember Tom LaBonge. She reported she's been working with     

Boutelle on the poor condition of many Franklin Hills streets and knows "there is a lot 

of frustration with trying to get our concrete streets repaired. There is not enough 

money to redo  concrete streets with concrete." That, she explained is because, 

"concrete is more than double the cost of asphalt repairs,"  and she pointed out that the 

city's Street   Services used to repave concrete streets with asphalt, but that led to so 

many complaints that now a majority of people on a block must request asphalt over 

concrete before they will do it. The problem with asphalt she explained is "that it 

doesn't hold up as well as concrete and it really doesn't hold up to water." That's a 

problem that causes bigger problems in hilly areas.   Despite those limitations she promised to tackle the list of 

the 10 most needed repairs submitted by the FHRA. As for sidewalk repairs she said the same asphalt only 

rules apply. 
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