
7

OVIRV:W
ATIONF R A N K L I N  H I L L S  R E S I D E N T S  A S S O C I

ANNUAL MEETTNG f UNE 13 7 P.M. AT ABC
ENrrn or Pnosprcr Avryusr rlsr or Tnrrnnocr; THE GUARD wLt crvE you pARKrNc DrREcroNs

t

)

When the bridge was young. . .

FRANKTIN HILLS IS ON THE THRESHOLD OF
PARTICIPATING IN A GREATER AREA

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
By Ricardo Gomez, FHRA President

Onlrne 2,1.999, Los Angeles voters approved a new City Charter The new Charter,
in addition to giving the mayor greater powers, mandated the creation of a city.wide sys-
tem of neighborhood councils. The Charter created the Department of Neighborhood Em-
powerment (DONE) and charged it with the task of creating the citywide system of neigh-
borhood councils. The purpose of the councils is to increase citizen participation in gov-
ernment,

Franklin Hills does not meet the minimum population requirement to create its own
neighborhood council and therefore our only realistic alternative is to partner with our
neighboring communities. As noted in previous editions of the Overview, we are working
with representatives from Atwater Village, Los Feliz and Silver Lake to form a greater area
neighborhood council. Its provisional name is the Greater Griffith ParkC1E,,#h 
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continued from page I

WHAT IS A
NEIGHBORHOOD

COUNCIL?

A neighborhood council is an
advisory body that is suPPosed to
promote participation in City govern-
ment and make it more resPonsive to
local needs. The members of the
neighborhood council are called
stakeholders.  A stakeholder  is  any
person who resides, works or other-
wise det ines h imsel f  as having an in-
terest within the boundaries of the
council (e.g., parents with children
in a school or attendees of a church
within the boundaries). The council
must have bylaws that Sovern its
operations and provide for a method
of selecting its board. Board mem-
bers may be "elected or selected" to
their positions. The resulting board
must reflect the various classes of
stakeholders within the community
such as residents, businesses and
other enumerated classes. Theboard
is the operational unit of the neigh-
borhood council. Its organizational
function is identical to that of a non-
profit corporation such as a residents
or business association. The board's
operations must be "transParent",

that is, all meetings must be oPen to
the public.

The City Council and certain
City departments are required to no-
tify the neighborhood council of pro-
posed legislation and regulations.
The City is attempting to develop an
early notification system (called
"ENS"). The ENS will notifY neigh-
borhood councils of proPosed deci-
sions probably via email. The neigh-
borhood council board will be re-
sponsible for notifying stakeholders
of the proposed decisions. The board
will get input from the community
so that it can take a position on a Par-
ticular matter if called for The neigh-
borhood council will be responsible
for monitoring the delivery of City
services to its area and shall meet
with City officials on a regular basis.
The neighborhood council will be

able to recommend budget priorihes
to the Mayor.

Neighborhood Councils are
supposed to be independent from the
City and may be eligible for CitY
grants. They can be incorPorated as
non-profit organizations. The mini-
mum population size of a neighbor-
hood council area is 20,000 residents.
The persons forming the council de-
termine the boundaries (there is no
maximum size) with the Proviso that,
to the extent feasible, they must avoid
splitting an existing communiry

A neighborhood council is simi-
lar to other non-profit neighborhood
associations excePt that its member-
ship and operating criteria are set by
City regulations. Existing associa-
tions such as the Franklin Hills Rest-
dence Association already handle
many "neighborhood council" func-
tions and do so without taxPayer
funding. The question is, how will
these councils add value to the ser-
vices already provided by our exist-
ing network of community associa-
tions?

THE PROBLEM PRESENTED

The development of a network
of neighborhood councils Presents
significant problems for communities
like Atwater Village, Franklin Hills,
Los Feliz and Silver Lake where we
have a history of active community
groups. We don't want the neighbor-
hood council to create another layer
of bureaucracy between the commu-
nity and government. One significant
problem is the scarcity of volunteers
available to do comrnunity work.
Within the Franklin Hills Residents
Association (and in most other com-
munity associations that we are
aware of) we find it difficult to recruit
enough volunteers to accomPlish
what we really want to. This is un-
derstandable. People have to work
and they have a home life. To staf{ a
neighborhood council with volun-
teers will not be an easy task and may
create compet i t ion between the
neighborhood council and commu-
nity groups for volunteers. We maY
end up losing if this occurs. If the
neighborhood council is going to sub-

continued to page 2

FRANKLIN HILLS
RESIDENTS

ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chaitman

ADAM WEISMAN
Pre€ident

RICARDO GOMEZ
Vice President

CHRISTOPHER BOUTELLE
Treasutel

BRUCE CARROLL
Seqet4/Y

CHARLEY MIMS

PETER BEDARD
SHIRLEY MIMS

CAROL SKINNER
MARCELLE ZONTA

ACTION TEAM LEADERS
ABC-TV & COMMUNITY:

Adam Weisman 666-4630
CRIME WATCH:

Carol Skinner 662-1775
ENVIRONMENTAL:

Marcelle Zonta
FRANKLIN MEDIAN:
Shirley Mims 666-2520

METRO RAIL:
Bruce Carroll 467-8703

PLANNING & ZONING:
Charley Mims 666-2520

Franklin Hills OVERVIEW
Editor I Desktop Publisher:

Carol Skinner
Cofltributing Writers:

Peter Bedard, Bruce Carroll,
Ricardo Comez Norm Harriton,

Charley Mims Shirley Mims,
Robert Page, Mary Rodriguez,

Carol Skinner, Adam Weisman,
Pearl Yonezawa,

Ad Sales ta Distibutiott:
Chris Boutelle, 666-5548

The Franklin Hills OVERVIEW is
published as often as possible. We
invite readers' comments, sub-
missions aird opinions, and will
publ ish as space a l lows.Please
mai l  to :

E dit or, OWRVIEW, B o x 29122,
Los Angeles, C490029
or e-mail: OoerciaoEditot@ aol.com

Frankl in Hil ls Overview: Spring/Summer 2001



3
paEe

THE GREATER GRIFFITH PARK COUNCIL

stantially duplicate the work already being done by neigh-
borhood and business associations, then what is the point of
having a neighborhood council? Do we really want to invest
taxpayer funds in such a venture?

When community representatives from Atwater Village,
Franklin Hills, Los Feliz and Silver Lake began meeting last
August, our principal concern was how will neighborhood
councils add to our efforts to improve our communities? We
realized that to be effective, a neighborhood council must not
duplicate the functions oI existing community groups. We
realized our shortcomings, that our respective communities,
standing alone, do not have a substantial presence in relation
to the rest of tl.re City when it comes to getting our fair share of
City services. Therefore, we felt that our neighborhood coun-
cil should bring our respective communities together to ad-
dress the common issues that seem to continuallv escape us
rpolice deployment, blight,.rdequate sfreet servic;>, beiutifi-
cation projects, etc.). We felt that our resulting size would give
us a regional presence in relation to the rest of the City, such as
the Valley and Westside where their sheer size seems to give
them more clout when garnering City resources.

We expect the Greater Griffith Park Council (GGPC) to
evolve and fill existing voids in our respective cornmunities.
We hope that it will strengthen our political clout in relation
to those who continually threaten our efforts to maintain and
improve our communities. Presently the GGPC looks like a
federation of our four communities. We are in our infancv so
what we end up with may be very different from what we
start with. Our premise is that we want to work togethe,r and
that is what continues to hold us toeether.

STRUCTURE

The membership of the GGPC will consist of all stake-
holders who live, work, own property or a business within
the defined area (see map above,) or, who otherwise identify
themselves as stakeholders. The GGPC Board will constitute
the basic operating unit of the Council, The Board will consist
of community representatives who staff the primary opera-
tions ofthe Council and who advocate nositions for the Coun-
cil. The Board members'duties are similar to those executed
byboard members of community associations except that there
are extensive duties imposed by City ordinance.

The GGPC Board will consist of 21 members. There will
be four  members se lected f rom each of  the four
communities(Atwater Village, Franklin Hills, Los Feliz and
Silver Lake). There will be five at large members who may be
appointed by the members of the Board to ensure diversity in
representation. Each ofthe four communities will decide how
to select its Board members provided that their selection pro-
cess and results reflect the diversity of stakeholders in their
community to the extent feasible. Organizations that repre-

PROPOSED BOUNDARIES FOR THE NEW
GREATER CRIFFITH PARK COUNCIL

sent identifiable stakeholder groups, such as residence as-
sociations and business associations, may select a Board
member from within their group. However, we have not
reached a consensus on how each community will select
its Board members. Currently, each of our communities is
developing a selection/election process. If you have any
suggestions, please come forward.

The GGCP Board will establish committees staffed
by stakeholders. Committee membership is open to all
stakeholders and broad participation will be encouraged.
The following committees are envisioned as standing com-
mittees and other committees will be formed as needed:
The Early Notification System (ENS) Committee will be
the most demanding because it will coordinate the receipt
and dissemination of information received from the City
through the ENS. The Budget and City Services Commit-
tee will work on City budget matters including the sub-
mission of proposed budget items (or a proposed budget)
to the Mayor. This committee will also monitor the deliv-
ery of City services to our area. The Issues Committee will
shift through issues and determine who should handle
them. The Stakeholder Communication and Outreach
Committee will make sure that stakeholders are aware of
the GGCP and will encourage participation in the Coun-
cil as well as participation in the local community associa-
trons. onttnuecl to papel g
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THEVANISHING RACE SCUTPTURE WINS

LOS ANGELES CONSERVANCY 2OO1 PRESERVMION AWARD
by MarY Rodriguez

On May lZth at the Regal Biltmore Hotel in downtown LA' Thomas

Starr King Niiddl e Schools'-The Vanishing Race rcceived. the Los Angeles

Conserva"ncy Preservation Award for 2001 This beautiful and powerful

1936 WPA sculpture by Diey el Djey Sraces the school courtyard lts was

a gift to the boys and'girls-of Amirica from Presidenl Franklin Delano

RJosevelt under his Wirks Progress Administration Program The artist

biev el Diev was born in New York Ciry Half Easl lndian on his father's

rii6, n" t."tpt"a many works around Los Angeles including Nicholas

-opernicus in the Asironomers Monument on the front lawn of Griffith

Park ObservatorY.

There were seven winners selected by the Conservancy Preserva-

tion Awards Jury for 2001. Other winners were the historic Allen House '

First Methoiist'Episcopal Church, Bryson Apts on Wilshire Blvd fea-

tured in Raymoni Ctrinaler's Lady in the Lake mystery, the Chemo-

rpfr"." Uoul" Urilt in 1q60 at the top of a single concrete column in the

Fiollvwood Hills, the residence of John Entenza who served for 37 yeats

as "ditor and publisher of Arts I Architecture magazine' the Pantages

Theater in Hoilywood, and the USC Edward L Doheny Memorial Li-

brary.

The ceremony was atiended by Principal Thelma -Yoshii 
& Assis-

tant Principal Daniel Eckstro^. Board of Education Member Caprice

Young's Depuries Monica Rodriguez and Carl Cade' and -District 
E

esst.s"uperintendent Larry Tash. Representatives from several of the or-

eanjzations that funded the resloralion also altended including Ricardo

6omez, Pres. of Franklin Hills Residents Association, Michael Espinosa

-ity of la N"lgl',Uorhood Matching Fund Grant, and from the Los Feliz

Imirorrement issociation, Terry Hughes,Charlotte De Armond' Mary

Beih Sor"nso.t, and of course me. I was also fortunate enough to have

mv family with me on this special day: my husband Van, my son Max/

urid -y du,rght"t Ruby curiently in,7th grade at Thomas Starr King

Ms Rodriguezwith the statue

she worked so hard to saYe

Mv friend Sandra Gold of the Silver Lake

Girdenins Club so crucial to al1 of our

beautificaiion efforts attended, as well as,

Mia Lehrer whose landscape architectural
firm Via Lehrer + Associates worked pro

bono as our consultants for the entire court-
yard redesign. Andrea Morse of the Sculp-"ture 

Conseritation Studio, the professional
consewators hired to restore the statue, also

attended as they had Participated in sev-

eral of the winning Projects.

Every once in a while allthe hours of

time, energy, and thought devoted to a
project that you really believe in pays off'

For the last 5 years I have focused my at-

tention on Tiomas Starr King Middle

School.It'sbeen a Passion that at times had
me frustrated, but I believed that what I

was doing was important and convinced a

lot of people around me along the,way lf^'-"**i7!n*[ti'i'n
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