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B l e e p .  . .  .  b l e e p . . . .  b l e e p . . . .
What has been keeping the Franklin
Avenue Median landscaping project
alive, anyway?

Well, one reason might be that
landscaping the median is a won-
derful idea. Another reason is that
much has been happening behind
the scenes, including the fact that
numerous grants have been applied
for, and two have been awarded,
increasing our budget to iust under
$8,000.

But we all stil l wait in disbelief,
because our beautiful median island
is just a quagmire elsewhere in town:
Downtown!

The issue athand is the steep slope
across the width of  the median,
a long 400 feet  of  i ts  600 feet  of
length. We have received approval
to landscape the remaining flat por-
tions of the strip, and we could opt
to proceed with that anytime. A sec-
ond phase for the steep areas could
be planned for a later time, pending
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The D.W Grifths /rtolerarce movie set lowers in rhe wesl behind undeveloDed Franklin H ll. as seen in 1917
irom above Gr fiilh Pa& Boulevard near lhe inier.eclion oi Fo!nlain and Hvoeron Avenues

A STRONG INFTUENGE ON
FRANKLIN HILLS

Once upon a time, when all the cars were big and American, a young
man cruising the narrow confines of Sunset Drive between Mayview and
Sanborn had to swerve to allow an expensive car to proceed. As the two
passed, the man in the expensive car rolled down his window and said,
"The son of a bitch that laid this street out ought to be in jail." The young
man approvingly replied, "He sure should be."

That story, told to the Overview by Rose Dee Tavella, il lustrates the wit
and wile of Frank R. Strong (see photos), the man in the expensive car. He's
also the man who subdivided parts of the Franklin Hills and laid out some
of our narrowest streets. The theory was, "the smaller you made the streets
the more lots you'd have to sell." according to Ms. Tavella. She grew up
admiring the humor and generosity of Mr. Strong, her mother's boss. The
family stil l l ives on one of the Franklin Hills lots thai he gave her mother,
Pam Hanrahan, over 50 years ago.

Mr. Strong and his photographer, Alvaro A. Pratt came out to take pic-
tures of the stil l naked Franklin Hills in March 1917 (see accompanying
photos) .  Three years la ter  surveyor  Horace N.  Taylor  had mapped t ract
#3594 encompassing all the lots from the north side of Cumberl::*j:.1:1
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At the risk of unseating our bard Bruce Carroll as resident curmudgeon, I am
going to mention something that has been bothering me lately: Scaaerigi[9.

Some of us worked long and hard to get the City of Los Angeles to institute a
city-wide recycling program so we don't end up filling in every canyon in the
county with our refuse. Just about all of us dutifully fill our yellow bins weekly
and set them out on trash day, hoping the city will take the recyclables away
and that income derived from recycling will (at least partially) pay for the
process.

However, by the time the green truck rolls around many, if not most, bins are
empty of anything of recyclable value and much of the remainder is trash on
the street. The culprits? Scavengers driving through our neighborhood, ripping
off every last thing of value irr the yellow bins, dumping them in bulging vans
or packed cars, then selling the goods on the recycling market for cash.

Now, of course, you say "so what's the problem? The stuff is getting recycled!
Right?" Right-and, if these people were really good at this, it might be the
most practical and efficient way to achieve our goals. However, note the key
works above: "Manlr, if not, most bins are empty..." Not all bins, not 4ll neigh-
borhoods.

I predict if we do not get control of this issue soon, the impact of the scaven-
gers will grow. The City will find it is not cost-effective to send trucks to pick
up nearly empty recycling bins in some neighborhoods.

We should combat this decay by putting our bins out at the last possible
moment-no earlier than the morning of pickup. And there will soon be a hot
line to report scavenging, which by the way, is strictly illegal.

Don Waldrop

Dear  Ed i to r ,

At last night's community meeting on the Los Feliz Branch Li-
brary, held at the John Marshall High School Auditorium, there were
copies of the Overview available on the sign-in table. I helped my self to
one, being curious about the publication but unfamiliar with it, as I l ive
outs ide  the  boundar ies  o f  your  Assoc ia t ion .

Le t  me congra tu l r te  a l l  o f  you  who have worked on  th is  pub l i ca-
tion. It 's f i l led with lots of neighborhood news, as well as historical and
current features. I found the photographs and the drawings of the
MetroRail station to be an especially nice touch. Moreor.er, it 's hand-
somely produced, with a good balance of text and il lustrations on each
page, advertising which hopefully defrays some of the production cost
but doesn't dominate the news portion, and exclusive use of black and
white, showing that color, u'hile adding a nice touch, is not necessary to
oroduce a first class publication.

B e s t  w i s h e s  o n  y o u r  f u t u r e  i s s u e s !
Sincerely,
Frankl in  Tom
Los Feliz

FRANKLIN HILLS
R E S I D E N T S

ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Presideflt

DONALD WALDROP
Vice P/esideflt

BRYANT CROUSE
Secretory-Trcasurc/
BRUCE CARROLL

RICCARDO ACCORS]
CHRIS BOUTELLE
CHARLEY MIMS
ARNIE NETKA

CAROL SKINNER
VIOLET WEBER

ADAM WEISMAN
FRANK YOCUS

ACTION TEAI,I._LEADEBS
ABC-TV & COI/IMUNITY:

Don Waldrop, 664-4124
CRIME WATCH:

Violet Weber, 663 6427
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Violet Weber, 663-6427
ENVIRONMENTAL:

Marcelle Zonta, 664-4124
GRAFFITI:

Isabel Dietz, 661-4531
MEDIAN:

Riccardo Accorsi, 666 2431
MEMBERSHIP:

Carol Skinner, 662-1775
METRO RAIL:

Bruce Carroll 665-9875
PLANNING & ZONING:

Riccardo Accorsi, 666 2431

Franklin Hills OVERVIEW
Publisher €' Ldilor: Don Waldrop

Coou Editor: CaroL Mason
C ontributing Writers:

FRANKLIN HILLS
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

HOTLINE (2131 664-7247

Bruce Carroll,
Violet Weber,

Copy Input: Carol Skinner

Editorial and Adz:ertising Sales:
(2L3) 661-41.24; F AX 664-4192

l l r e  l r an l . l i n  H i l 15  OVtRVILW i -  pub
lished as often as possible. We invite your
\ ommcnLson IndL(cr\ rcl , l l i | lg lo c rt i (  le..1nd
the community and, space permitiing, we
n i l l  puh  i - h  l e r re f r  mJ i l pd  ru  Ed i l o f ,
O WRW LW. B o \ 2s I 22, Los Angel cs, C A 900 27

IHE OVERVIEW _ WINTER 1994



THE CURSE OF LOS FELIZ
blQheltna Igher

heart  o f  Gr i f f i th  Park,  a  ch i l l  runs
through his veins and the walls seem
to quiver  wi th the sof t  anguished
moans of a young woman.

Is lt one's imagination, or is it truly
the "Curse of Petranilla Feliz," stil l
demanding retribution? You would
have to know the history of the land
now known as Griffith Park before you
could make your own assessment,

Maybe this story-which a living
descendent of Petranilla has to tell-
will shed some light on the mystery.

Most of the facts he speaks of are documented by the city, old newsPaPers, and family heirlooms. After

reading his account, I've wondered to rnyself "what do you think?"
In the early seventies, Spaniards and Indians roamed and fought bloody battles over all that land. Then, in

1796, for outstanding service to the Crown, the victorious King of Spain awarded eight thousand acres of
beautiful terrain to Corporal Jose Vicente Feliz.

The land was known as "Gran Rancho de Los Feliz," and because there was plenty of room, eleven of the
related Feliz families came to settle. They loved and cared for the land, and it was as if the land loved them.

The grand oak trees grew taller, the grain fields flourished, and the streams fil led with fish. When Corporal

lose Feliz became the first "Comisionado" (city manager of the Pueblo de Los Angeles), all the many members of
the Feliz families joined in a fiesta of
music and dancing to celebrate his ap-
pointment.

Jose Feliz and his wife devoted their
life to the City of the Angels. They vowed
that their ranch would always belong to
the Feliz family, and when Corporal Feliz
died, the ownership passed to his eldest
heir, Don Antonio Feliz.

For many years, Don Feliz lived in a
rambling adobe house with his sister
and beloved niece, Donna Petranilla.
However, it was soon apparent that Don
Antonio was not like his father. Being a
carefree bachelor, he loved to gamble
and drink.

In payment for gambling debts, he
gave acres of land to hustlers; the other
Feliz families tried to convince him to
change his ways, but he wouldn't. They were all heart-broken but could do nothing to stoP him.

But the worse was yet to come. In 1863, Don Antonio Feliz fell victim to smallpox and lay dying. His niece had
gone into the city for supplies, and while she was gone, an opportunist named Don Coronel came to the house

THE . 'ERVTEW - wrNItR 1994 
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Except for a few unfortunate in-
starLces we, who call the Franklin Hills
home, escaped the very worst of the
mean consequences of the 1994 January
earthquake. Most of us simply rebuild
the chimneys and the walls and just hope
we're goingto get by with no more harm
the next time.

\ fhat most of us should be busy
doing is retrofitting our homes so we can
breathe a little easier, as well as making
itpossible to get insurance (eventual1y.)

Surprisingly, the govemment is will-
ing to help us do just that and with &eir
(our) money through the Federal Emer-

THINKING AHEAD
by Violet Weber

gency Managemen I  Author i ty .  AJ-
though FEMA will be ending its pro-
gram on January 20, 1995, it is still pos-
sible right now to get a grant or a loan to
shore up your walls,bolt down the for.rn-
dation, strap your waterheater and,iust
in general, allow us to ride out the next
one. And seismologists, warning us ev-
ery day that there will be another earth-
quake, keep finding new faults.

Anyone wanting to take advantage
of the govemment's program must con-
tactFEMA to establish eligibility, which
meansyoumusthavereceivedsufficient
damage to your house or business to

need repair and to prepare for the next
one.

Not everyone is eligible, of course,
but it takes only a little bit of time to stop
in at a FEMA office, make application
and get the help one needs. Our nearest
office is in Holl)'wood, at 6385 Holly-
wood Boulevard, (800) 726-4995.

FEMA support will be discussed in
full at our anliversary meeting on Janu-
ary 17, when a representative from FEMA
will give us the last word on this oppor-
tr.rnity for government help. Remember,
the FEMA deadline for application is
lanuary 20,1995.

Dear Editor:
A copy of your well-written and

informatiYe newsletter came into
my hands, bringing back memories
of  l iv ing and going to school  in
what was then called "East Holly-
wood.  "

M y  f a m i l y  I i v e d  a t  2 4 0 8  L y r i c
Avenue, the address mentioned in
the article about Bernice Fletcher
and Clarabelle Westberg. Bernice
was a good friend of my mother's
and, as a teenager, I used to
babysit her children when she
lived elsewhere.

From 1937 to 1949 or '50, my
family owned their Spanish-style
house which must have had an
interesting history, although I
never heard any tales about it. The
house had three stories down the
hill, a high-domed ceiling living
room with storage area in a short

tower. Details of the bedrooms
were carefully planned, with beds
that pulled out from the walls and
good looking cabinetry.

Beside our house was a vacant
lot where we had an elaborate
"Yictory" garden, which was
periodically raided by my pet
lamb that was being raised for
meat because of rationing. (We
c o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  e a t  a
bite of him.) These two pictures
are the only ones I could pry out
of my scrapobook. Both were
taken above Lyric Avenue, I
believe.

I graduated from Starr King in
1q39 and f rom Marshal l  High in
7943.

Sincerely,
Catherine Titus

L a  Q u i n  t a ,  C A

JOrN
see page 23 for details

2468 Lyric Avenue and lMarsh. I F gh School n 1940

BAYLESS
CHEVR,ON SffiI/ICE

Dappy fiolidays fo our Frisnds in Franhlin flills
Irom Ted Eayless and fhe gang

1a69 N. HiUburst Avenue(at Franklin)
665-9447
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS
ABANDONED VEHICLES: (800) 222-6366
ABC-TELEVISION:

Security: (310) 557-5354.
CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: (213) 222-7L38
COUNCILMAN JOHN FERRARO, 4th District-

(213) +85-3337
Room M-30, City Hall, 200 Spring St., L.A. 90012

DEPT. OF ANIMAL REGULATION: (213)485-5761
Barking Dogs: 222-7738 or 737-8287

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation.

(213) 481-5800; (800) 722-7722
Rehale for  luner  F i f ic ient  Ca'  Water  He. i ter .

(800) s52-e820
Hazardous Waste Hotline (213\ 237-1.634
Operation Clean Sweep (2I3) 237-7797

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235.

GRAFFITI :
LAPD-NE Graffiti Cleanup (2L3) 237-0571
Graffiti Hotline: (213) 485-0511

HOMELESS, Food and Shelter (2L3\ 974-\231
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (2L3) 664-2903.

DUE TO REOPEN IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH
PARKING ENFORCEMENT: (818) 904-1418
POLICE: 911; Spanish: 4a5-4333;Asian: 893-8100
Northeast Division. 3353 San Fernando Road. LA 90065:

Main Desk (213) 485-2563
Community Relations: (213) 485-2548
Sr. Lead Officer Richard Kanzaki: 847-3138
Sr. Lead Officer Sam Salazar: 847-3135

RAPE HOTLINE (273\ 392-8387
RECYCLING INFO: (800) 773-2489
SANITATION: (213) 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: (800) 303-5267 or +85-3461
STREET MAINTENANCE: (213) 485-5661
SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE: (213) 381-5111
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: (TV Cable) 485-2757
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (800\ 248-9726
TREE TRIMMING (Hazards) 485-5661
WATER & POWER: (800\ 722-7722

DOES GRAFFITI BUG YOU?
FHRA NEEDS YOUR HELP in fighting

sraf i t t i  in ol l r  i r rea. We need someone to
organize peint  oLrts and people to work.'We 

provic le al l  mater ials.
Cal l  the Hot l ine to vol l rnteer.  664-7247

FRANKN,NN FOTOS
A s  y o u  h a v e  n o  d o u b t  n o t i c e d ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f

the Overv iew has an af f in i ty  for  photoSraphs
t a k e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  F r a n k l i n  H i l l s ,
L o s  F e  l i z  a n d  S i l v e r  L a  k e  a r e a s .  W e  a r e  t r y  i n g  t o
a s s e m b l e  a  p i c t o r i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t  a n d
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a n y o n e  w i t h  s u c h  p h o -
t o s .  l f  y o u  g r e w  u p  h e r e ,  o r  i f  y o u r  p a r e n t s  b u i l t
a  h o u s e  h e r e ,  o r  i f  y o u  i n h e r i t e d  s o m e  p h o t o -
g r a p h s ,  p l e a s e  g i v e  u s  a  c a l l  o n  t h e  H o t l i n e  o r
s e n d  t h e m  t o  o u r  m a i l b o x .

We Buarantee they w i l l  be h a nd led very ca re-
f u l l y  w h i l e  w e  h a v e  a  c o p y  n e g a t i v e  m a d e .  T h e
o r i g i n a l s  w i l l  b e  r e t u  r  n e d  t o  y o u  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l
c o n d i t i o n .  L o o k  f o r  y o u r  o l d  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d
g i v e  u s  a  c a l l !

FHRfI Disostcr Proporcdnoss ncods to knou,

obout tho troincd profcssionols living in oul

oreo, Thcfe is o (loor nccd fordoctors, nurscs

& troincd emorgoncg pcrsonncl in o disos-

tcr, lf you oro urilling to ossistin su(h on event,

pfcosc contoct the Hotlincr 664-7247

Pleose Potronizc"Our" lldvertisers
Trove l ing  to  o thar  o reos  Lo  shop is  t roub la -

som@ nou j  tho t  the  ooou lo t ion  ond l ro f f i c  hove
increosed so  much.

The businosses thot ore odvertising in this n@ujs-
l@tter ore chorgod tho obsolut@ minimum possible od-
v@rtising fees. Th@ir ods pov for th@ pop@r ond onv
surplus supports FHRfl on-going proj@(ts.

Plooso support our odv@rtis@rs ond
Tell thcm Vou sou, theil
ods in the "Overvieu."
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