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Shear rradnqss as Bill Violanbe, LllA Pres, Marilyn
Bush, Chief Willie WilliauB, CouncilEEn John

Feraro and Malisa Antonini cut the ribbon
inaugurating the new Ls Feliz Polie Center.

HILLHURST
BLUES

by Bruce Carroll
They cut a wide blue ribbon to

mark the opening of the thin blue
line's newest outpost, The Los Feliz
Community Police Center. On No-
vember 10th,  the ear ly morning
crowd, gathered on Hillhurst be-
tween Los Feliz and Avocado, heard
Marilyn Bush, president of the Los
Feliz Improvement Association, talk
about theirnearly two year struggle
"to bring our local police officers
closer in proximity to our residents,
our business, our schools and our
churches." City Council President,

See Blues, page 7
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FORTAKING

STOCK

REWARDINGGOOD,

REIECTING SCHLOCK.

LET'SFIND THE MEANING,

HIDDEN WELL, BEHIND EACH

TREE, OR BEARD OR BELL.

GIVE OF TFIINGS TTIAT CAN'T

BE BOUGFIT. TO S}IARE, TO CARE

. . . T}IAT MUST BE TAUG}fI.

LET'S SPREAD THIS WORD FROM

FRANKLINHILL:

THERE IS NO PEACEWITHOUT GOODWILL
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Once upon a time there were four people named Everybody, Somebody, Nobody,
and Anybody.

When there was an imPortantiob to be done, Everybody was sure that Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did'

\nr'hen Nobody did it, Everybody got angry because it was Everybody's job'

Everybody thought that Som;body;ould doit, butNobody realized that Nobody
would do it.

So it ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what

Anybody could have done in the fi$t Place.

Your Association needs your help. Volunteer, call the Hotltne: (213) 6&'7247

LETTERS
September 29, 1993

Dear Don

I would like to thank you and the Franklin Hills Residents' Association for the

splendid iob you did inorganizing a successful opposition to the intention to build

u't-rour" ui Ztlz Lwic Aveiue thaiwas in contradiction to the "Hillside Plan" in as

much as the builder was requesting
7) a madmum height oi 45 feet bt liea of the naximum allowed S6-foot

herghts,
2) a |-fiot sid.e V ard setback in liea of the teqdted 8 foot setbacb and

3) a lot cooerage of 1E percent it lieu of the maximam 45 percent'

These requests did not comply with the recent changes the municipal code de-

siened to L[minate the trend ioi out-of-scale, over-sized houses on narrow or small

lo'6, known as the "Hillside Plan". These changes are constructive and deserve the

support of organizations such as the Franklin Hills Residents Association who, in

repre"entittg tf,e community, generate real progress in creating a more qualitative

residential environmmt for the future.

Thank you and your Association again for your invaluable help'

Sincerely yours,
Dan Hornbeck
21t15 Lyric Avenue
Franklin Hills

FRANKLIN HILLS
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
HOTLINE (2131 664-7247
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Remember the Median Prciect?
by Riccardo Accorsi

Remember the community-wide "ofcourse!" thatechoed ing agencies to oversee public projects.
acrossFranklinHillswhentheideaof landscapingtheFranllin Like lancelot on a quest for the Holy Grail-in this case,
Avenue median was proposed two years
ago?Rememberthe tall palms, purple foun-
tain grass and wild buckwheatwe all envi-
sioned when the design was presented last
summer? And remember the checks sorne
ofyou generously wrote right away to help
make it happen? Fortunatelt the Franklin
Avenue Median Landscape Project is still
very mudr alive. It's just been lost in red
mpe.

After wandering a labyrinth of delays
and complications in CityHall, the Median
Project has finally found a bureaucratic
knightin shiningarmor. The plans arenow
in the hands of Paul Racs, Operation Clean
Sweep coordinator for the Departrnent of
Public Works. Mr. Racs, ttuough the Adopt-A-Median Pro-
gram, is the liaison between community groups and govem-

our permit-Mr. Racs will carrlr our noble
FHRA proposal through the final gauntlet
of approvals from the Landscape and Street
Lighting Divisions of the Department of
Public Works and the DeparhnentofTrans-
portation. He will also aid FHRA in secrin-
ing the help of the Street Maintenance Di-
vision for asphalt demolitiory guardrail
repair and street sign relocation. Street
Maintenance will also provide tools for
landscaping.

So far, our hero has done well-the
plans submitted to Mr. Racs the second
week of July have already received favor-
able comments from the Landscape Divi-
sion. Ourobjectiveisto receive the approv-

als forpermitbythebeginningof September. Atthatpoint,we
will issue the plans for bidding of the irrigation system and

See Median on page 11

BallerHardwarc

The Business of Making Friends
by Violet Weber

Living in the most transitory city in the Union, it's bits and pieces he needed for his various projecb. I always
balm for the soul to do our weekly business with people made two trips: one to buy the widget, and the second to get
who have become a staple in our lives-notjust for years, theright one.I was amazed atthe depthand breadth ofknowl-
but sometimes for decades.

A lot of thos€ people work
at Baller Hardware, anchored at
Hyperion Avenue and Tracy
Street since 1959. The business
started off more by accidentthan
design. When Edward Baller
retired from California Steel
Treating he began to take daily
walks around the neighborhood
from his home on Tracy. He of-
tm passed the empty comer at
the store's present location, and on one of those days he had
an idea. Although he had no retail experience, he did have the
ability to make decisions. One day he came home and an-
nounced to Mrs. Baller thatthey weregoinginto thehardware
business---a decision they never regrefted.

I watched the Baller Hardware building go up from our
new home on Griffith Park Boulevard, knowing that I would
soon be sent by my renovator husband for the nails and other

edge of whatever clerk waited
on me, butmost particularly by
the friendly, snowy-haired Mrs.
Baller. Shenotonly knew where
everything was, but also how
to use it. She saved me a lot of
triDs.

LnucK Lowne. E(lwarcl
Baller's stepson and one of the
current owners, believes Baller
Flardware is successfirl because
itoffers what the neighborhood

needs, not necessarily the latest widgets popping onto the
hardware scene. Opening at the forefront of the home irn-
provement trend, the Ballers were quick to realize that tools
for the do-it-yourselfer were going to be their stock in hade.
That decision was so successful that it wasn't long before they
had to erect another building across the street to proiect of
want to discuss the affairs of the world. You might dis-

See Baller on page 7
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WHAT WE'RE UP TO

Since the last issue of the Over-

view the FHRA has held its annual

businees meeting (MaY 20) in a verY

business-like manner so the gather-

ing of several dozenneighbors could

get home in time to watch the final

episode of Cheers.  MembershiP

chair Carol Skinner was elected to

theFHRA Board of Directors, replac-

ing Gene Cornell' Five other board

members: President Don WaldroP'

Vice-President Bryant Crouse' Sec-

retary-Trea su r  er Bruce Carrol l '

Chris Boutelle and Arnie Netka

were reelected to two year terms'

President WaldroP sPoke of

FHRA's aims to be a Powerful

voice for our neighborhood's

concerns, and to develoP a net-

work of block leaders so we are

prepared for anY eventuality'

Bruce Carroll rePorted the treasury

in good shaPe, although a lot more

wi l l  be needed for the Median

project. Carol Skinner Passed the

hat, actually a PaPer cuP, and col-

lected almost $50 to aid our local li-

brary. (see seParate story) And Di-

saster-PreP chair, Vi Weber talked

of "training, training, training" as

the key elements.

The best Part of the meeting, as

usual, was the home-baked goodies

that fo l lowed.. .  accomPanied bY

much more neighborlY good cheer

than the TV varietY'

bY Bruce Carroll

At the June board meeting, Don

WaldroP rePorted that the FHRA

booth at the Los Feliz Village Street

Fair in May sold lots of FranklinHills

T-shirts and had a very high level of

interest from the crowds, many at-

tracted by the historic PhotograPhs

on display (see P. 12.)

InJuly the board discussed waYs

of helping local merchants and resi-

d e n t s b y

coming uP with pro-

motions thatwouldkeeP more of our

dollars nearer home' Sadly, Riccardo

Accorsi rePorted that a few of the

trees Planted in March along

Talmadge have not survived on the

mean summer streets. Plans were

made to insure that no more bite the

dust,
CharleY Mims had the answers

for what's going on at the emPty

THE OVERVIEW - WINTER 1993

Rowena Reservoir. The DWP wants

to build an underground tank and

have a park on toP, but with no Pub-

lic access. The Hillside Federation'

of which FHRA is a member' has oP-

posed the Project because there has

been no environmental imPact report

done, hence no Public hearings' a de-

cidedlY bad Precedent'
A decidedlY good Precedentwas

followed in August when the FHRA

board again bYPassed the month's

meeting to honor the lazY daYs of

summer.
In our SePtember and October

meet ings we discussed street

lighting and graffiti"'working to-

wards more of the former and less

of the latter. We donated $250 to

the LA Conservat ion CorPs in

gratitude for their assistance with

the Talmadge-ProsPect tree plant-

ing proiect and worked on Plans for

the next round of tree Planting along

south Talmadge.

The FHRA also chalked uP a vic-

tory in the zoningvariance war' With

good research and good testimony

we sent the owner of2l27 LYficback

to the drawing board to deflate a

proposed remodeling pfoiect that

would have ballooned a 900 square

foot house to a 2800 square foot

monster... higher and wider on all

sides than allowed bY the Hillside

Ordinance. (See letter, P' 2)

A
REMINDER

Any residents who
get a notice of a re-

quested zoning variance
near them should call
the FHRA hotline 664-
7247 to let us know be-
fore it's too late to keeP

a monster from our
midst.
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IMPORTANT COMMI,JNITY PHONE NTJMBERS

ABC-TELEVISION:
fohn Yingling, Plant Manager, (310 )557-5000
Security: (310) 557-5354.

CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: (21.3) 222-7138
COUNCILMAN IOHN FERRARO, 4th Dlstrict:

Room M-3Q City Flall, 200 Spring St.' (Zlq 4e5-3n7
District Office, 625 S. New Hampshire (213) 4854377

ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: (800)-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation.

(21 3) 481 -5800 ; (800>722-1122
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater.

(800) 852-9820
Hazardous Waste Hotline (213) 237-1634

FIRE DEPARTMENT: Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235.

GRAFFITI :
On private property: (2'13) 253-2687
On public prope*y: (818\ 772-7753
FHRA Graffiti Action Coordinator: (213\ 651-4351

Los FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (213\ 564-2903.
Hours: Mon-Tues 12:30-8:00; Wed-Thurs 12:30-
5:30; Fri-Sat 10:00-5:30.

PARKING ENFORCEMENT DISPATCH: (818) 904-1418
POLICE: Emergency 911i

Northeast Divisioh: Non-emergency (213) 485 -25 63
RECYCLING INFO: (800) CITY SAN
SANITATION: (213) 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: (213) 482-5483
STREET MAINTENANCEz (213) 485-5561
TELECOMMUNICATIONS: (TV Cable service, 485-2751
TRASH RECEPTACLE INFO: (800) 248-9726
WATER & POWER: (8OO) 722-1122

GRAFFITI
ALERT

Ptans are being nade for another
FHRA connunitq paint-out. lf gou
donld tihe to be intuttud or if rlou

know of a trouhle ared, catl
lsabel Dietz: 661 -6351 or
FHRA HOTLINE 664.7247

FHRR HOTTINC
The Franklin Hills Residents Association re-

minds you that we now have our own telephone
number. By calling (2lSl 664-7247, you can ask
questions,leave messagesforboard and commit-
tee members or make suggestions.

It's not exactly a "hotline," and getting an "800"

rmber didn t seem to make much sense, so we

hope you find our plain old neighborhood number

useful
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