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THE VIEW FROM
SHAKESPEARE
BRIDGE

by ROSALIND LIEBERMAN

The other morning I talked with.a
lovely neighbor you may know, Mrs.
Catherine Metcalf McGowan, about the
Franklin Avenue Bridge which, I
recently learned, was designated a
‘Historical-Cultural Monument in 1974
‘and hasbeen nominated to theNational
Register. Mrs. McGowan’s father,
-Robert Metcalf, was the contractor who
built the bridge, which was designed
by J.C. Wright, a civil engineer with the
“Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering.

Begun in 1924, the bridge was
completed in 1926 at a cost of $59,960.
Mr. Metcalf wasalso the contractor who
graded and paved the streets and laid
the sewersin the Franklin Hills. As Mrs.
McGowan remember it, the whole job
took less than five years.

“What else can you tell me about
Shakespeare Bridge?” [ ask.

“Well, my father never did under-
stand where that name came from,” she
said, “because that bridge was model-
led on a bridge in France.”

“"We tossed around a few
possibilities. Did someone spot Juliet's
ghost, leaning over the balustrade,
mooning over some Romeo down

See BRIDGE, p. 6, Col 1

“Never doubt that a small group
of committed citizens can change
the world. Indeed, it is the only
thing that can change the world.”

— Anthropologist Margaret Mead
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Happy
Huoliday

Sreasun Jrom
The Jranklin Hills

Residents Dszsociation

“TWAS THE SEASON OF XMAS, AND ALL THRU L.A.
VARIED CULTURES PREPARING A BRIGHT HOLIDAY.

THE CHILDREN ARE CLUTCHING THEIR WISH LISTS SO TIGHT,
WITH PRAYERS SANTA'S REINDEER CAN FIND THEM AT NIGHT.

THE STORES ALL DO BECKON - WITH TREES, LIGHTS AND SALES.
SOME SAY OUR GREED, THIS HOLIDAY’'S MESSAGE DERAILS.

EXCESSES ABOUND - IN THIS LAND CALLED LA LA,
THOUGH THE CREATURES DO PRAY — TO GOD, BUDDHA OR ALLAH.

SO FROM OUR LITTLE CORNER, AROUND FRANKLIN HILL,
LET'S SING OUT A MESSAGE OF PEACE AND GOODWILL.

From the
Members of the Board
FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
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WANTED: Membership Chairman and You!

I am serving as temporary chairman of a new Membership Committee,
and one of our committee’s first goals is to find an individual who would
have the interest and time to serve as a permanent Chairman. The principal
functions of this person will be to establish a new member outreach
program and member retention program strategy and then direct its imple-
mentation through the committee members efforts. We already have a
group of people who are willing to work on the commitiee, including
myself, but we need someone who is able to call and assemble meetings of
the committee on a regular basis and direct its activities. We are all willing to
assist the chairman and provide effort to accomplish the commitiee’s goals.

If anyone has some interest in this role, please call me at 666-0307 to
discuss this in greater detail. Even if you are not sure you can do it, please
give me a call, because the role is very do-able if you have the interest and
four or five hours a month that you can spend on this. We can help with the
rest: strategy, implementation, etc.

I would also like to take this opportunity to invite all our readers who
have not joined or who have let their membership lapse (fortunately there
are not too many in this latter category) to fill out and send in the member-
ship form in this issue. We want you and we need you to join us”

We have begun to create an organization which is helping our
residential community to speak to and act upon the issues which shape and
impact the quality of our lives in Los Angeles, the leading urban center n
our country! Whether we deal with these issues with reason or neglectful
folly is up to each and every one of us! So join us; It is step one in
supporting the quality of your residential life!

And finally, T would like to say that the most important thing we are
doing through our activities is creating a sense of community for those that
participate in our organization’s activities. The biggest drawback to living
in an urban environment is the difficulty in finding and/or maintaining a
sense of community because of the absence of a shared history and the
sheer volume of people. So come help us evolve our sense of community in

the Franklin Hills area! JOIN US!
-BRYANT CROUSE

Vice President, Franklin Hills Resident Association

LOS FELIZ HILLS SCHOOL

HISTORICAL-CULTURAL MONUMENT STATUS

by TONY MICHAELIS

OnNovember 12, the Los Angeles City Council, acting on anapplication
submitted by the Franklin Hills Residents Association, designated the four
buildings (currently knownas Los Feliz Hills School) designed by renowned
architect John Lautner and their site as a Historical-Cultural Monument.
This means that any effort to demolish the site for potential residential
development will mandate a six to twelve month delay to allow efforts to
retain the site in its existing state. The Association would like to thank
Councilman Michael Woo and his staff for their assistance in this
achievement.

Theresident Los Feliz Hills School was foreclosed onin Augustand has
vacated the property. The new owners are Community Bank and Mega
Mortgage. They are looking for a buyer for the property but, due to the
weak economy and the limitations of the site, they have been unsuccessful
in selling the site to date.

The Association’s Los Feliz Hills School Committee has been working
See SCHOOL, p. 8

' 2

FRANKLIN HILLS
RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

BOARD QOF DIRECTORS

President
DONALD WALDROP
Vice President
BRYANT CROUSE
Secretary
JAMES CHURCHILL
Treasurer

BRUCE CARROLL

ARMIDA BOLTON
CHRIS BOUTELLE
WAYNETTE DAY
ISABEL DIETZ
CHARLEY MIMS
BOBBIE STREETER
VIOLET WEBER

To belter serve the community, committees
have been formed to deal with issues that
concern our neighborhood on a daily basis:

ABC-TV/ICOMMUNITY RELATIONS:
Don Waldrop, 664-4124
PLANNING & ZONING
Charley Mims, 665-8239
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:
Violet Weber, 663-6427
RECYCLING & ENVIRONMENTAL:
Marcelle Zonta, 664-4124
LOS FELIZ HILLS SCHOOL:
Tony Michaelis, 666-8166
CRIME & NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH:
Violet Weber, 663-6427
BYLAWS:

Jim Churchill, 663-0580
MEMBERSHIP
Bruce Carroll, 665-9875
GRAFITTI
Isabel Dietz, 661-4531
NE-TACC (Gangs)

Patti Harrison, 662-8709

The OVERVIEW invites your
comments and, space permitting,
will publish letiers mailed to
Editor, Overview, Box 29122,
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Editor & Publisher: Don Waldrop
Coniributing Wrilers:
Bruce Carrol], Barbara Dakin
Isabel Dietz, Rosalind Lieberman,
Tony Michaelis, Violet Weber,

Editorial and Advertising Sales:
(213) 664-4124




13

DISASTER RESPONSE FUND

Over the past year, forty of your
neighbors cared enough to train with the
Los Angeles Fire Department for seven
weeks to learn how to help themselves
and their neighbors in the event of an
earthquake or other major disaster.

Out of this forty, a small group of
Team Leaders has been working con-
sistently to better prepare the neigh-
borhood in many ways.

The Team Leaders have put together
alist of basicequipment tobe stored near

a central staging area to care for anyone
in our community needing shelter,
medical care, fire suppression, search
and rescue, and food and water.

Thisequipmentincludes generators
to provide light and power to the stag-
ing area, tarps and poles to shelter the
injured, first aid supplies, fire extin-
guishers and so on.

Obviously, preparing for a disaster
isaneighborhood investment. Thelives
and well-being of you and your family

are at stake, and we need your help.
Most immediately, we need funds
topurchase supplies and equipment to
care for your family andothers. Please
send a check or money order today to:
FHRA DISASTER RESPONSE FUND
P.O. Box 29122, Los Angeles, CA 90027

Thank you for sending $10, $25, or
asmuch as you can afford. We will keep
you informed of our efforts through the
Overview community newsletter.

If
Franklin Hills Residents Association
Disaster Response Training 1

Your Second Chance!

Last October forty neighbors joined in a seven-week Disaster Preparedness Training Program.
Now divided into Search and Rescue, Fire Suppression, Medical and Logistical teams,
these trained people are prepared to help their neighbors survive devastating disasters.

FORTY IS NOT ENOUGH!
| And now YOU have a SECOND CHANCE.

This is a FREE seven-week course, designed to train you to be f
| genuinely able to help in the event of a natural disaster to save your own life
and possibly those of your family and neighbors.

Please don’t depend on others to protect you. In the event of the “Big One”,
we could be isolated from police, communications, medical help or the
| Fire Department for up to 72 hours. CAN YOU COPE WITH THAT? I

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR! TAKE THE TRAINING!

| The course is one night a week for seven weeks, starting on

Tuesday, January 14, 1992, 7:00 P.M., to 9:30 P.M.

Thomas Starr King School, 4201 Fountain Avenue

THE COURSE IS FREE, BUT YOU MUST SIGN UP
To sign up or for further information, call:
VIOLET WEBER, (213) 663-6427
Leader, Disaster Preparedness Team




OUR LIBRARY LOOKS LIKE A XMAS TREE

The seasonal forest has sprouted in
the empty lot on Hillhurst just south of
Franklin Avenue. Next door at the
Progress School, students are still
hopefully making progress in their
“Clases de Ingles.” And if you $850 a
month you can lease the little one-
bedroom house around the corner for a
year.

It sure doesn’t look like much has
happened in the two months since the
Library Commission finally selected the
south-east corner of Franklin and
Hillhurst Avenuesas the sitefor our new
Los Feliz Public Library. But this month
the initial environmental report, the
Negative Declaration, will be presented
to the Commission. The amount of
negatives in the declaration will
determine how long the environmental
process will take. Save Our Library
Coalition coordinator Donna Matson is
getting positive feedback, “From what
we can tell all is going well . . .the
Coalition continues to work with the
Library Commission to give them
informationto assist themin thenegative

by BRUCE CARROLL

declaration report and in the purchase
of the property.”

“Qur real estate division doesn’t
want to do anything until we know the
result of the environmental report” say
Library spokeswoman Karen Smith.
That'sconfirmed by the property owner
J. D. Kelleher’s observation, “No one’s
contacted me except you.” With his
development plans now in a “holding
pattern,” Mr. Kelleher said, “I would be
willing to cooperate in the sale. It really
comes down to the money, you know ..
. I know they can condemn it, but then
wehavea fight. I'd justassoon not have
afight,I'd rather havearespectable offer
and make a clean transaction.”

Last May, the SOL Coalition got
an estimate from area realtors of only
$1.5 million for the parcel. Mr.
Kelleher points out that is less than
the $55 per square foot the smaller
gas station, now mini mall, across the
street sold for nearly ten years ago.
“If that's the figure they are kicking
around I hope they select a different
parcel.” Earlier city estimates ofland

value have gone as high as $2.4 million.

Oncethelandisinhand, the Library
Department will unleash the creative
talents of architect Barton Phelps. First
he will do a conceptual plan, then seek
community input. The final plan should
be approved about 16 months after the
land acquisition. Then, according to Ms.
Smith, the timetable looks like this, “The
bid process to find the contractor is six
months; then the construction processis
12 to 14 months and that's if everything
goes well . . . if nothing unusual
transpires.” _

Well, we all know that the
unusual usually seems to transpire
and where construction and
government are involved it's a
virtual certainty. But, with fingers
crossed for the best, if you had
checked out a book from the current
library the day the new site was
approved, and planned to return it
to the new library when it opens,
figure that your fine (at ten cents a
day) will be about $146.10.

STAMP OUT JUNK ... MAIL

by BRUCE CARROLL

So you thought you were making your sacrifice for the
environment by spending an extra moment filling that bright
yellow box the city gave you. Now Mayor Bradley has asked for
anevenbiggersacrifice. . .especially if you area junk mail junkie.

The City Department of Mail Weighing (or whatever)
estimates that we each get 170 pounds of junk mail a year and
areapparentlytoo: ___weak___bored___pissed off (selectas
many asapply) toopennearly 40% of it. The Mayor suggested
that this “unwanted mail” not only fillsup our mailboxes, but
the City’s only landfill.

By calling (800) CITY-SAN (or by reading on) you can get
the address of the Direct Marketing Association’s “Mail
Preference Service.” Originally the City printed up postcards
to be mailed to D.M.A. explaining the city’s “garbage crisis”
and asking that, “youremove my name fromall mailing lists.”
But after 7000 requests the supply ran out, along with the

funds to print more cards.

As the founder of the Society To Oppose Postal Junk,
Unsolicited & Nuisance Correspondence (STOP JUNC), I can
say my personal campaign to keep charities from using my
contributions to restuff my mailbox has led to only limited
success. My letter says, “If I receive more than two solicitations
from you in the coming year I will deduct 10% from next
year’s check for each such solicitation received.” I did actually
get a $20 check from an organization that called the policy
“offensive.”

Ifyou find theavalancheof redundant pre-election political
mail offensive, don’t think your card or letter to the Mail
Preference Service, Direct Marketing Association, P.O. Box
3861 New York, NY 10163-3861 will help you. As the Mayor
explained with a laugh, “political mail is not included .. .we
wouldn’t dare go that far.”



community phones
IMPORTANT COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS

ABC-TELEVISION:
John Yingling, Plant Manager, (213)557-5000
Security: 557-5354.
CITY ANIMAL REGULATION: 222-7138
COUNCILMAN MICHAEL WOO:
District Office, 4640 Hollywood Blvd., (213) 485-6471;
Room 218, City Hall, 200 Spring St., (213) 485-3353
ENVIRONMENTAL:
Recycling: 1-800-CITYSAN
Rebate for Ultra Low Flush Toilet installation ($100).
{213) 481-5800; (800)-722-1122.
Rebate for Super Efficient Gas Water Heater ($200).
(800-852-9820
Household Hazardous Waste Hotline (213) 237-1634
FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Emergency 911;
Non-emergency: 485-6235;
GRAFFITIL:
On private property: 253-2687
On public property: (818) 772-7753
- POLICE: Emergency 911;
Northeast Division: Non-emergency (213) 485-2563
LOS FELIZ PUBLIC LIBRARY: (213) 664-2903.
Hours: Mon & Tues 1-8; Wed & Thurs 1-5:30;
Fri & Sat 10-5:30.
PARKING ENFORCEMENT DISPATCH: (818) 904-1418
RECYCLING INFO: (800) CITY SAN
SANITATION: 485-4906
STREET LIGHTING: 482-5483
STREET MAINTENANCE: 485-5661
TELECOMMUNICATIONS (TV Cable service) 485-2751
WATER AND POWER: Hot Line/Water abuse: (800) 722-1122

J/‘r———
PHIL LYONS STILL CAN'T DO IT ALL

Do you have a nagging bit of visual pollution
you’d like to get rid of? The Graffiti Paint-out
Committee can supply you with free paint from
Councilman Woo’s office. Rollers and brushes are
‘ also available. For telephone poles, we can get you

some dark brown paint free, donated by Baller's
Hardware. These colors areavailable forawallyou'd
like to adopt: white, off-white, mushroom and grey. '
Our thanks to everyone who has adopted a wall
recently — together we’ll make a difference. Call
Isabel Dietz (213) 661-4531 for paint, brushes or

L rollers. We will deliver supplies to your doorstep.

r -
‘ WELCOME TQ THE NEIGHBORHOOD! |

PEN ON HILL T
BELLA BELLA (boutique) (662-7747)

PLATEAU (fine jewelry & fashions)
VILLA AMERICA (interesting antiques) (953-1920)
ART ‘N BARBEE (BarBQ & Gallery) (660-5145)

NEWLY OPEN ON HYPERION
TRADER JOE'S (in old Hub Market bldg,) (665-6774)
DA NOI (Restaurant) (664-7979)

N HILL RST ]
MISTO Los Feliz (Restaurant) (667-1357)
b o
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CAR PHONE OR RADIO?

An effort is being made to coordinate
all types of emergency communication
equipment in the event of a major
earthquake or other disaster.

Owners of car phones, amateur ham
radios, CB radios or walkie-talkie
radios who would be willing to offer
their support and expertise are asked to
contact Jay Glassman at 663-3446
or Violet Weber at 663-6427

\ J

WE HEARD ABOUT YOU
IN THE “OVERVIEW!”

Thebusinesses in Franklin Hills, Los Felizand Silverlake
are experiencing the same recession we residents are expe-
riencing. Supporting these businesses is a concept that works
to our benefit. Traveling to other areas to shop has become
troublesome now that the population and traffic have in-
creased so much.

The businesses that have shown interest in reaching you
and your neighbors by advertising in this (locally produced,
hand distributed) newsletter are charged the absolute mini-
mum possible fees to have their ads in the paper. Their ads
pay for the paper. Therefore, please support our advertisers
by utilizing their services regularly and, by all means, tell
them you saw their ads in the “Overview.”
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BRIDGE, from p. 1
below on Monon Street? Or was the

shadow of the Immortal Bard himself
seen hunched under the street lamp
penning his immortal lines? And where
before have we seen those steeple-like
turrets, those lancet arches and
spandrels, Gothic and yet, not Gothic?
Somewhere between Honfleur and
Agincourt, didn’t Laurence Olivier, in
the guise of Henry V, lead his stalwart
yeomen over justsuch a span? Or wasit
the Walt Disney influence?

“Oh, the bridge was here before
Disney,” she declares. “My father’s of-
fice was right there on the corner of
Franklin and Myra and the kept the
mules where John Marshall High School
is now.”

“Mules?”

“Yes, they used mules to grade the
streets. They didn’t have heavy
machinery out here in those days. | was
abouttwelveyearsold then,and welived
in a two-family house on Common-
wealth Avenue, near Clarissa. There
were fields all around. I remember my

father and T would go out after it rained
and pick mushrooms to eat.”

“Did you go to Franklin Avenue
School?” 1 ask.

“No, Franklin School wasn’tbuilt yet
then. That site was used for adump, you

know. I went to Los Feliz (Elementary)
School,and I'wasin the first seventh grade
class at King Junior High. Down below
that was Cow Hollow. There used tobe a
grove of Eucalyptus trees there. And un-
der ;the bridge where the (Los Feliz Hills)
school is now, Japanese flower growers
used toraise chrysanthemums. But, when
allthebuildingstarted, theyleftand never
came back. And over where ABC is, that
used to be Warner Brother's lot. T used to
sit up on the hill and watch them shoot

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS

WASTE ROUNDUP
DON'T LET L.A. GO TO WASTE

Throwing away household chemicals with the regular garbage or throwing
them down the drain damages our environment and is against the law.
Household chemicals in your home can also pose a threat to you and your
family. Let the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation dispose of these chemi-
cals properly.

They will accept HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS, AUTOMOBILE
PRODUCTS, PESTICIDES, PAINT, etc.

* Do not mix products.

The following regulations apply to this event:

* Please do not bring empty containers or dried-up paint.

* Please transport waste in a cardboard box

* Keep all materials away from passengers during transportation
* Keep products in original containers.

* Make sure containers are leakproof; if they are not, place them in
larger leakproof containers.

* No radioactive materials, compressed gas cylinders, infectious
waste, explosives or ammunition. No business waste

» DRIVE-THROUGH ONLY; no walk-ins. L.A. residents only.

JANUARY 11, 1992

9:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
WEST VALLEY MUNICIPAL BUILDING
19040 Van Owen Street, Reseda

NEXT: February 8, 1992
MISSION COLLEGE
13356 Elridge Avenue, Sylmar

FURTHER INFORMATION: (213) 237-1634
NOTE: Heavy rain will postpone the events one week.

movies.” (See photo, p. 11)

I think of the lines of cars that cross
the Franklin Avenue bridge day and
night. “How did people access the hill
before the bridge was built?” I ask.

“They didn’t,” Mrs. McGowan
explainspatiently. “Thatravine couldn’t
be crossed until the bridge was built.
After that, they graded the streets and
laid the pipes and did the pavings.”

See BRIDGE, p. 8, Col. 1 |

BAYLESS

CHEVRON SERVICE

OVER 60 YEARS OF SERVICE TO
FRANKLIN HILLS
1869 N. Hillhurst {at Franklin Ave.)

TED BAYLESS 665-9837

BALLER
HARDWARE

BUILDING MATERIALS
2505 HYPERION AVENUE
(213) 665-4149
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SCHOOL, from p. 2

with Mega Mortgage to attempt to get the City to purchase the
site as a school, recreation center or park. Mega Mortgage has
initiated legal action against the city to require it to take
responsibility for the cleaning up the landfill site (garbage
dump) which sits below the school.

A meetingis planned with Jan Perry (Councilman Michael
Woo’sPlanning Deputy, John Emerson, Deputy City Attorney
(and former candidate for our Assembly seat who has been
extremely supportive and helpful in our Association’s efforts
on this issue), the new owners and representatives from the

We make you look good . . . on paper!

IHARD SSrY
MM CoOrY

Parks and Recreation Department with a goal of
reevaluating the potential of the City purchasing the
site. The date of this meeting has not yet been set. Anyone
wishing further information on this issue should call
Tony Michaelis at (213) 666-8166.

BRIDGE, from p. 6
“And you say the whole jobtook less than five years, with
mules?” I ask again because I still find the idea incredulous.
Mrs. McGowan does some fast figuring of key datesand

COPIES - FAX » OFFICE SUPPLIES
LASER PRINTING « MACINTOSH
COLOR COPIES +« OVERSIZE COPIES
MAILING SUPPLIES
PO BOX RENTALS

relatives’ ages. “That’s right,” she declares, “and there are
still some sections of sidewalk out there with my father’s
benchmark stamped in. Hewenton todoother jobs, orcourse,
and we moved out of the area for awhile, and then he died in
1941."

We talk of the fierce pride and loyalty that local residents
seem to develop for thisneighborhood.“Yes,” Mrs. McGowan
acknowledges, “we moved back to the area and all five of my
daughters went to school at Franklin Avenue, King Junior
High and John Marshall High. My baby is thirty-nine years
old,” she confides. See BRIDGE, p. 10, col. 2

1870 N. VERMONT AVE (AT FRANKLIN)
LOS FELIZ, CA 90027

(213) 662-6885

OPEN 7 DAYS « Parking in Rear

7 ™
ARY ~Barbee | | Irv Weiss

~

(213) 660-8500

Realtor - Senior Consultant
BBQ and Arf Gallery

African Culsine
Open Daily 11:00 a.m.
Deilvery - Calering
2070 North Hillhurst Avenue

“Wishing all my friends and neighbors Happy Holidays”

bruce george

when you can shop in
the neighborhood

2066 hillhurst avenue
los angeles 90027 « 662-7747

ERA®KASHU REALTY

Voice Mail: (213) 259-6613
FAX: (213) 660-9246

L (213) 660-5145 J \ 1912 HILLHURST AVENUE, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027 _/
7 ) -
bella bella sy
a beautiful boutique REALTOR® @
Don't waste a moment driving Office: (213) 660-9200

EUAL HO
B

2048 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

| TER— —
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IS “AS IS“ REALLY “AS IS*?

by Karen Weiss

What if a seller knows that the roof leaks and that it must
be replaced for $15,000? Is it sufficient for him just to sell his
house “as is” and not be responsible? The answer is “no.”
Under these circumstances, a buyer purchasing the house “as
is” would have recourse against the seller for damages.

Homes are often presented in an “as is” condition. This
statement by a seller often sends chills through potential
buyers. Brokers often discourage sellers from offering to sell
their house on an “as is” basis. This type of representation
clearly inhibits the sale of the property. And yet, what does it
really mean?

Under California law, a seller is liable for concealing a
material fact. An “as is” clause cannot be used to deceive a
buyer. Had the seller indicated that he was selling the house
“asis” and that thebuyer was aware that the housealsoneeded
a new roof, then the seller would probably have no legal
exposure. Naturally the buyer would have to prove his case.
Unless the seller admitted that he knew about the defective
roof, the buyer would have a difficult time proving that the
seller had knowledge unless the buyer was fortunate enough
to have located a roofing contractor who had previously
informed the seller of the need for a new roof.

Clearly, the above demonstrates again that California is
nota caveatemptor (let the buyer beware) state when it comes
to real estate transactions.

=

LA BELLE EPOQUE

¢ european bakery and restaurant with sidewalk and indoor seating
* Gourmet pastries and bread baked daily on premises
» Varied breakfast, brunch and lunch menus

Open: 7-7 Tuesday — Friday * 8-8 Saturday < §&-6 Sunday
2128 Tillhurst Avenue - Los Angeles. CA - (213) 669-7640

R

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

STUDITO THEATRE

EXCLUSIVE 10% DISCOUNT  ©
TO OUR “OVERVIEW" NEIGHBORS! *®

"The Colony Studio Theatre is a place
that knows what its audience wants.”
—Los Angeles Timies

THE COLONY STUDIO THEATRE
| 944 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90039
Call (213) &665-301 |

RCEDES
I INSAL )

vy
New women’s clothing
at below retail prices

\ 4

A consignment boutique for

gently-worn designer clothes
4

Prices that break the hearts of
department stores everywhere
\ 4
OPEN SIX DAYS 11 to 6; THURSDAYS - 11 to 8

1775 North Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
(213) 665-9737
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NEW BUILDING AT
MARSHALL HIGH

by DON WALDROP

In June the FHRA board was ap-
proached by the Shared Decision Mak-
ing Council of Marshall High School to
support an effort by the school to retain
anendangered $313,000 targeted for the
new classroom building being built on
the Northwest corner of the campus.

With the help of Senator David
Roberti, thearea community associations
and other concerned citizens, this
funding was secured and will hopefully
satisfy the needs of the school
administration while achieving the
aesthetic concerns consistently voiced by
residents of the Marshall area.

Residents were worried that the
facade would not be compatible with the
Gothicbrick facade of the main building,
a historically significant landmark, and
were incensed that so little public
comment was allowed, with only two
public meetings late in the planning
stages.

Construction is now underway and
while,at ameeting in September, heavily
landscaped renderings of the proposed
facade wereshown, itremains tobe seen
how much of the proposed aesthetic

design will make it to the final stages. |

BRIDGE, from p. 8
Shakespeare Bridge, one of Robert

Metcalf’s babies, is almost seventy. It is
considered an artistic example of
reinforced concretebridge construction.
In recent years some repairs have been
made and the existing sidewalk was
changed to the south side of the bridge.
Neighb or Phil Lyons is tobe applauded
for his perseverance and success in
keeping the bridge free of graffiti. Our
Franklin Hills Residents Association is
working closely with Councilman
Michael Woo’s office and the
Departmentof Public Worksdeveloping
plans to landscape about 600 feet that
form an island at the west end of the
bridge, incorporating drought-resistant
planting.

Neighbors with green thumbs who
areinterested incontributing theirefforts
to this and similar projects are urged to
contact Don Waldrop at (213) 664-4124.
By contributing our efforts we can help
obtain the city’s participation in
beautifying the area surrounding our
beloved bridge. Community gardening
is a great way to meet other neighbors
who care about our cultural and
environmental treasures, And isn’t this
a great way to pay homage to the efforts
of those local pioneers who left us our
unique Franklin Hills heritage?

(Ed. - We are indebted to the Los Angeles City
Cultural Heritage Commission and to Dianne
Kanner for their assistance.)

Los Angeles, California 90027 ¢ (213) 662-1334
Open Daily at 10:00 a.m. through the Holidays

Gifts and Jewelry ® Gourmet Kitchenware & Food

2120 North Hillhurst Avenue

Unique Xmas Ornaments

PALERMO

ITALIANO

RISTORANTE

OPEN DAILY 11:00 a.m. {Lﬁ.

Delicious Italian Cuisine In The Old World Tradition 'I

1858 N. VERMONT AVENUE, LOS ANGELES (213) 663-1178 and 663-1430

CLOSED TUESDAYS

WHATEVER YOU CAN DO, OR DREAM YOU CAN, BEGIN IT;
BOLDNESS HAS GENIUS, POWER, AND MAGIC IN IT.

-—-Goethe's couplet
213 660 8500
bruce george

ASSOCIATES REAL ENTATE

TERREL MILLER YEAGER

Never Stop Movmg'
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Largest videotape and
laser disc selection in

Los Feliz and Silver Lake

European Domestic
Service
housekeeapers = nannys
cleaning service = carsetakers
Licensed = Free Estimates

(213) 213-1622

2728 Griffith Park Blvd. (213) 663-5857
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LOS FELIZ LOCK & KEY SERVICE
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

1856 N. Vermont Avenue, South of Franklin Avenue
663-8351

« 24 Hour emergency service « Auto lock specialists « Locks Installed -
« Combinations changed - Master KeyIng - Resldential - Commerical »

@ )

The |
Emerald City
A Salon
Hair and Nail Care Services

Massages and Body Wrap

4431 SUNSET DRIVE,
LOS ANGELES, CA 90027

(213) 665-6122
N\ J
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MY VIEW

by BRUCE CARROLL

Living on the top of a hill comes not only with the right to
look downontherestofthe world .. .but with theresponsibility
to unbewilder the bewildered. Most of bewilderees reaching
the corner of Franklin and Mayview sit behind their steering
wheels contemplating two of the basic questions of life. Why
am I here? And what is the right path for the future?

The cause of most of the confusion is the unpredictable,
illogical path of Franklin Avenue, but as its namesake,
Benjamin, observed, “in this world nothingiscertainbutdeath
and taxes.”

If Franklin (the Avenue, not the patriot) followed the route
of St. George (the Street, not the dragon slayer) and continued
to head in a roughly easterly direction after the Shakespeare
Bridge, I'd find far fewer frenzied families finally sensing they
had lost their way to the L.A. Zoo. I suppose I could show
them our hills are rich with skunks, (sometimes that's not
necessary)and possums and cute littlelizards. .. butit'seasier
to point out the missed turn at St. George and get them back
on course.

Franklin’s other odd turn is right at my house (actually
left if you are coming from the bridge.) For no good reason at
all, a lovely street makes a sharp turn and finally ends in

confusion when it could have much more sensibly go straight
and not leave drivers perpetually perplexed at finding house
number 3770 (Franklin} right next door to 2150 (Mayview.)

After twenty-plus years atop the hill I can usually sense
the degree of despair in these lost souls, and when it reaches
the critical level, if they haven’t asked for help, 1 offer it. You
meet a lot of good folks with bad directions. So I keep my
Thomas Brothers map bock handy . . . and I've never had a
repeat customer. On the other hand, I don’t actually know if
anyone ever reached the Zoo.

There was one couple recently that I was worried about,
so I did check up on them. They were errant pedestrians led
on by a 102-page pink and green guide book titled Stairway
Walks in Los Angeles. They were following the directions for
walk#9, through what the book calls “Franklin Heights.” They
had started from the bridge, glimpsed Marshall High and
then trudged up Ronda Vista and down “a beautiful long
shady stairway flanked by oleander, Italian cypress and
bottlebrush” aka Radio Walk. From Deloz they headed up
Prospect Walk to Franklin where I encountered them. Perhaps
they were pausing as much in need of taking their bearings as
taking a breath.

% 8 years practicing in the Silverlake area

* Former associate professor, Cleveland College of
Chiropractic '

* Currently assistant professor at Los Angeles College of
Chiropractic

#* Dr. Hyman personally performs all histories, exams and
treatments

* Dr. Hyman is also expert in treatment of shoulder,
ankle, arm and knee injuries.

Mon - Wed - Fri: 10:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Same Day Appointments Usually Available

(213) 660-0771

2114 HYPERION AVENUE (at LYRIC)
LOS ANGELES, CA 90027

| ( )
JERRY HYMAN! Saif Cheese
CHIROPRACTOR

Gourmet Foods » Wine » Gift Baskets
“My goal is to treat and educate people who are interested
in taking an active part in their own recovery. In addition to 2800 Hyperion Avenue
tc)onsena.enti\ée ci&iroi)racdtic care, you will be guided inastep& Los Angeles, CA 90027
-step individualized exercise program to restore an ’
m);intfin your good health.” (215) 665-0545 + Fax: 665-6465
\, J

DISCOUNT MEDICAL
PHARMACY

most insurance plans accepted
free delivery in local area

(213) 661-8366

2718 Griffith Park Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90027




My View (cont.)

It appears the book’s cartographer
was thrown an extra loop by the
Franklin-Mayview intersection, but the
text helpfully suggests looking for the
observatory to thenortheast {(northwest)
thenheadingalong Mayview toClayton
where authors Adah Bakalinsky and
Larry Gordon note “the special homes
here and an extraordinary view in all
directions.” They do admit at one point
“This area is tricky tomap . . .but fun to
walk.”

Bakalinsky and Gordon probably
found it “fun” to walk because they chose
nottoclimbup the entire Prospect Walk,

thelongestin the area with 304 steps (my
painful count, not theirs.) Their route
takes you up only the upper 247 of those
steps to Franklin, then to Mayview,
down Clayton to Cumberland, thenback
to Clayton, then from Deloz down the
lower 1/5 of Prospect Walk to Prospect
Avenue. From there it’s Melbourne to
Sanborn and up the stairs to the bridge.

By the book’s standard the Franklin
walk is a bit more than moderate. A
moderate trip requires the energy from
two oranges. To makeitall the way back
to the bridge, they estlmate, requires an
additional three raisins. Is it possible to

eat just three raisins?

Itis possible to make the walk. Over
anhour after Ifirstencountered my once
puzzled stair-climbing couple, I found
them again. I was driving across the
bridge and they were huffing and
puffing to their car to head back home to
Pacific Palisades. That's walk #18, but
it's an easy one. Just one orange, one
peanut and three M&Ms.

*

NOTE: At $8.95, Stairway Walks in Los Angeles
is far more cost effective than even the cheapest
exercise machines.

M

[LOCATED IM
SUNSET VILLAGE)

ACROBE FROM MCDOMALDS Th

SUNRISE PET AND FEED

A complete line of pet supplies and food for all animals

4327 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90029

(213) 665-2215

A DECADE OF TOP PRODUCTION

My listings sell ! ! ! !

Here are my SALES in the Franklin Hills
for the last twelve months:

2426 Claremont Avenue
2447 Claremont Avenue
3819 Clayton Avenue
3925 Cumberland Avenue
2210 Lyric Avenue
2294 Ronda Vista Drive
¢ The Top Office Producer 1982-1991

* Top 1% Sales - Fred Sands Realtors
¢ Franklin Hills Homeowner 11 Years

Karen Weiss

El Fred Sands (213)665-1121
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BLEMISH BEHIND
BARNSDALL

by ISABEL DIETZ

One day in early fall Bill Dietz, a
Franklin Hills resident, walked over to
the Barnsdall Square Shopping Plaza to
do a few errands. Afterwards he got an
ice cream cone at Thrifty and strolled
west on Maubert Street next to the
drugstore and facing Barnsdall Park. At
theend of thestreetthere wasa gruesome
and unappetizing sight—a two-foothigh
pile of trash and smelly garbage. He
looked to his right down the graffitied
alleyway behind the shopping plaza.

As far as he could see there were
rotting mountains of garbage and trash
next to overflowing dumpsters, piles of
odd lumber, old furniture and tattered
mattresses helter skelter, with a space
only wide enough for a single vehicle to
drive through.

Thestory of thisadventure, together
with some snapshots of the incredible
mess, encouraged FHRA to makecontact
with some of the store managers of the
shopping plazaand the personincharge
of maintenance, Mr. Paul Okene.
Responsibility for the private alley was
hard to pin down but seemed to be
spread uncertainty among theindividual
stores and the owners of the buildings,
with the worst areas disclaimed by
everyone.

The manager of Thrifty absolved the
drugstore fromresponsibility by saying,
“Paul is supposed to clean it up.” The
manager of Woolworth said, “We keep
our end clean and we don’t care about
the rest of it. It's not our business.”
However, Mr. Okene was very pleasant
and promised that the alley would be
sanitized; he just needed some time.
After a while, FHRA did notice a few
changes for thebetter. Atone point much
of the trash was gone, and the end of
Maubert, a public street, was clean as a
whistle. But this didn’t last long,.

The alley’s original flimsy metal
gates, long ago vandalized, could not
keep out the midnight dumpers, and on
another visit to the alley, FHRA
encountered more trash plus an
enormous pile of old rubber tires. It
became obvious that whatever efforts
Mr. Okene could make were simply not
enough; it wasone personagainstadaily
tide of refuse and neglect. Board
memberscomposed a letter of complaint

which went out to Mayor Bradley,
Councilman Woo, Supervisor Edelmann
and the County Health Department.
Results came quickly. By the end of
October, orders for clean-up had been
issued by the Department of Public
Health and by the Chief Inspector of the
Bureau of Community Safety, Mr. Jim
Carney, whomentioned “theabundance
of trash” found by his agency in early
October. Substantial new metal gates
were installed at either end of the alley
for night-time lockout of illegal
dumping. Although there is still a bad
smell and too many discarded

vegetables lying around behind Pioneer
Market, things are noticeably better.
Now we have phone numbers and
contacts, and afeeling that public officials
can be moved. There is a new Barnsdall
Square Model Neighborhood program,
coordinated by Ken Lewis, an attorney
who is also President of the Los Feliz
Improvement Association, the senior
homeowners group in the community,
with goals closely aligned with ourown.
And what does Bill Dietz think about
all this? Taking courage and back at
Thrifty again, he says, “I think I'll have

>
| MISTO Los Feliz |

Rocky Road - make it a triple.”
3

Restaurant

Misto: a mixture of the cuisines of ltaly, the
American Southwest and the Caribbean

2064 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027

(213) 667-1357 |
J

\
e

TRAVEL

= o3
COmCOmm LAB

Travel needs. Enjoy the Luxury of a
Full Service Computerized Travel Agency

%ﬂ
(213) 660-9811

Call Us For All Your

=~

2044 Hillhurst Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90027
In Los Feliz Village

The Golden Need!

Tailoring
¢ alterations, repairs & reweaving

¢ leather cleaning, repair and alterations
¢ Custon tailoring for Men and Women

(213) 666-3365
Fax 666-2155




From the President

The effectiveness of this association, the Franklin Hills
Residents Association, depends on your support. The Board
of Directors is made up of eleven of your neighbors,
volunteering their time to meetonce amonthasaboard. These
activists convene action committees, take on projects on their
own time and attend meetings of official bodies such as City
Council, Planning and Land Use Committee, Library
Commission, Cultural Heritage Commission, the Hillside
Federation, to take standsonissuesaffecting our community.
Without active lobbying and participation, the Association
would have no effect.

Onre of the strongest pillars on which to base a lobbying
stance is that of numbers. If we can say we represent a certain
LARGE number of residents in our area we are recognized as
having CLOUT. 1t is a simple democratic way of conveying
whatthe majority of residents agree on. We need yoursupport
in building these numbers.

If you are not yet a member of the Association and you
feel we are on the right track, please fill out the membership
form on page 15 and send it in. If you have already joined,
remember, the dues are yearly . . . it's not enough to send in
the dues once. Renew! We need you —a day’s parking at City
Hallequalsmore thanonemember’syearly dues, Atlastcount,

SLAPP LAWSUIT BILL
VETOED BY WILSON

SLAPPs (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation)
are nuisance lawsuits commonly filed by developers against
community associations, individuals or environmentalist
groups that come out in opposition to their projects.

Whiledirectly in opposition to Constitutional guarantees
of free speech, SLAPPS are an effective way for developers to
silence opposition since the projected costs of a legal defense
are so exorbitant. Furthermore, by the time the suit is settled,
often the project is completed and victory may be moot.

Senator William Lockyear sponsored Senate Bill 341 to
allow judges to disallow SLAPPS. While the bill made it
through the State legislature it was vetoed by Governor Pete
Wilson. The Association will be actively lobbying to get a
new bill underway during the next legislative session.

we had approximately 300 members in a community of about
1400 households. For a relatively new (3 years) organization
we think this is a remarkable participation. But we would like
toknow you-we would like to know what your concerns are.
And aboveall, we would like you tobe with us, to be a member
and be active. — DON WALDROP

Da Noz
Ristorante Italiano

4

"

The newest Italian trattoria where you can dine in an elegant yet casual atmosphere.

_-ﬁga

Open for lunch and dinner
For reservations and orders to go, 2630 Hyperion Avenue
Please call (213) 664-7979 *noun - «an Los Angeles, CA 90027

r— %---------—------—-----—----—-—_----_-
FRANKLIN HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 29122, LOS ANGELES, CA 90027
DATE LINEw [JRENEWAL
NAME TEL (H)
ADDRESS TEL(W)_

[ Newsletter [ Historic Preservation

[ telephone tree [ legal

| AM INTERESTED IN: [ Planning /Zoning [ Graffiti cleanup [ Crime/Safety (3 Traffic O Library
[ Environmental
o membership development [ beautification _
DUES are $20.00 per couple or $10.00 per person; AMOUNT ENCLOSED: [$10 $20 [ $50 Qother $

Larger contributions are extremely welcome. Thank you for joining FHRA!

LI ABC-TV relations [ parks O Gangs

Q other
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COMMUNITY GANGBUSTERS

by Barbara Dakin

(for the Overview)

With the purpose of handling the root of increased
gang activity and violence in our neighborhoods and around
our schools, a Northeast Target Area Coordinating Council
(TACC) hasbeen formed. Spearheaded by the Criminal Justice
Planning Office of Mayor Tom Bradley, communities around
the city are forming these TACCs to combat the gang and
crime problems plaguing all neighborhoods.

The well-attended first meeting of the Northeast TACC
was held at Marshall High School with representation from
Marshall High, Allesandroand Mayberry Elementary Schools,
ElCentro Del Pueblo Community Center, the Armenian Relief
Society and community-based organizations from Franklin
Hills Silver Lake, Atwater, East Hollywood and Echo Park.

The TACC members begantoidentify the gang and youth
problemsin thelocal areaand tolist what community resources
would be available to assist in combatting them. They plan to
pull together business leaders, schools, community-based
organizations, social service organizations, churches and the
police in an effort to effectively address these problems.

The NE-TACC’s first project will bea giant Marshall High

Gary Bergevin
E Patrick Lynn

How to get yourself a reputation

B Fred Sands 213/665-1121

School trash and graffiti clean-up in early 1992. The goal is to
pulltogether Marshall High students, faculty and community
organizations to make the campus sparkle and set the scene
for the next semester. Also planned is the creation of a pool of
community volunteers to help out as tutors after school after
school hours. Volunteers are sought to assist with campus
security as well.

If YOU would like to help turn around the area by joining
the NE-TACC you are very welcome to do so. For more
information or to sign up, please call Franklin Hills TACC
coordinator Patti Harrison at (213) 662-8709 or Co-
Chairpersons Barbara Dakin (413-4221) or Barbara Knight
(664-1440 x260)

FHRA appreciates the cooperation of
Marshall High School Principal
Dr. Deborah Leidner and her staff.

Lithography by PRINCE OF PRINTING

The Top Team,
For Homes on the Hill!

After 17 vears of experience, Patrick Lynn.and Gary Bargevin have

earredd 4 teputation of giving their clients the absolute best-servicein

the Franklin Hills—and they have a track record 1o prove it

Their market N backeround is 5o extenshve that they were recenily

featured cn the front page of the Los Angeles Times

I viou'te coneidering selling your home oryou're in the market fora

new ane; call the people who know their business: best, b
v 3922 Cumberland

5349,000.

FRANKLIN HILLS OVERVIEW
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